








16 Central Himalay[.z

in one season, inhabitants used to leave deliberately the same area as a fallow for next
season called Sar System and the landscape of the village has been almost transformed by
its people. But due to the induction of new agricultural techniques and fulfilling the
needs of the growing people for food, fuel and shelter have led to intensive use of
available and approachable land that mostly sar system or crop rotation is not prevalent in
its older form. However, the cropland area is divided into two types-early growing crops
area and late growing crops. Keeping the landscape pattern in mind, the settlements are
established in the centres of the village boundary and crop land are divided into four sars-
Talli Sar, Mali Sar, Walli Sar and Palli Sar. Spatial variation in nomination also found in the
villages, i.e. sloppy areas known as Gair or Karaiya and the word Gair has suffix with a
popularly known things such as Semal Gair, Umarai Gair, Chunia Gair, Kaphal Gair, Aithai
Gair, etc.

Cropping pattern denotes to the proportion of the area given to different crops in a
particular crop season. A change in cropping pattern signifies a change in the proportion
of the area under different crops. It depends upon the physical environment as well as
prevailing social system of the region. Paddy and madua are two major crops in kharif
foodgrains while wheat and barley are in rabi foodgrains. But source agency of present
data did not mention all crops. However, about 40 per cent of the net area sown is
devoted to paddy while 54 per cent area under wheat crop. Maize and barely are the
principal millets of the region.

Irrigation is most significant constraint to determine the use of land and cropping
choice. It shows that 30.94, 32.49 and 32.81 per cent of the net area sown is irrigated,
respectively, in 1984-85, 1985-86 and 1986-87. The extent of irrigated area is 73 to 76 per
cent of the net are sown in Nainital district as against more than 75 per cent irrigated area
falling the plains—Tarai, Bhabar and Dun. It is followed to Dehradun having 39 to 44 per
cent of net area sown is irrigated in Chamoli district and remaining districts have only 9
to 15 per cent irrigated area. There are number of streams, gad, gadhera in the region but
very little use of them is made for irrigation, because of diverse topographical features
and high cost of lift irrigation schemes on the one hand and silting and sliding of the
gules constructed by the villagers on the other.

The size of holdings and fields in the region is very small. Per cent holding are less
than one hectares in size and cover and cover 23.76 per cent of the cultivated area. In all
about 87 per cent holdings are in below 2 hectares size and account 45 per cent of the
cultivated area. The study reflects that small and marginal holdings are largest in number
in the region.

The economy of the region depends on agriculture which engages about 70 per cent
of its total population. But there is scarcity of agricultural land and the share of per capital
land is far below from the standard requirement. On an average only 0.12 ha land goes to
the per head share of the cultivated land in the region while Ashish estimated it about 0.5
acre area for the optimum requirement in this region. The population pressure on the
cultivated, forests and pasture lands is remarkably high. About 80 per cent of the fodder
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and 100 per cent of the fuel requirement is fulfilled by the forest by the inhabitants of
some villages in this region.

Horticulture: The fruit cultivation in the Central Himalaya is very old. It is observed that
a number of gardens in the region have reached a state of deteriorated and have either
been already removed or are in the process of being removed. However, few schemes for
new plantation and establishment of large size gardens are launching in recent decades.
The topography of region is optimum for growing the subtropical and temperate fruits.
Out of total, 160353 ha reported area under fruit, 31.90 per cent area covers by apple tree
followed by citrus fruits contain 11.57 per cent area. Litchi and mango encompasses an
area of 10.06 and 10.88 per cent of total area under fruit trees. Maximum 47.25 and 40.90
per cent of the total area is under apple in Uttarkashi and Nainital district, respectively.

It is evident that 37783 ha area under vegetables in the region during 1987-88.
Dehradun and Nainital districts which support more urban population, i.e., more
consumers and more irrigated land contain more area for vegetables as compared to other
districts. Evidently, the less production of vegetables as compared to other districts.
Evidently, the less production of vegetables means less consumption of nutrition,
eventually maximum proportion of vulnerable groups of the society suffer from nutrition
deficiency diseases.

Potato cultivation is speared all over the region because its number of verities and
high acclimatization capacity in different elevations. Notwithstanding only 13,038 ha area
is under potato cultivation. It is necessary to mention here that small area of potato
cultivation is ignored to calculate, otherwise its cultivators have to pay the additional
revenue charges. Potato cultivation is practised in two to three times in a year and the
higher elevation belts it is cultivated almost in the summer seasen’ while in winter season
in low lying valleys.

Livestock: Livestock breading plays an important role in the agricultural economy on one
hand and environmental degradation through exploitation of the pasture and forest land
on the other hand. However, there are 39,41,641 animals in 1982, of which 49.92 per cent
of cow, 18.90 percent of buffaloes, 10.04 per cent of sheep, 21.3 per cent of goats, 0.34 per
cent of horses and 0.05 per cent of porks. It is seen that the quality of livestock population
is very low, consequently leading to low byproducts of the animals. There are no schemes
or efforts made so far well managed pasture and also for improving nutritional quality of
grasses which form the principal food for livestock in the hills. Still few livestock
development centers are established in the region. Some statutory laws appear to cause
constraints for development.

State of infrastructural development: A number of institutions which provide maximum
facilities to its inhabitants are the appropriate indicators to understand the socio-economic
status of the region. The number of amenities are available in the district and region as a
whole with on an average population per unit.

Accessibility: Prior to 19th Century, the region has completely negotiated by on foot. Some
important towns such as Dehradun, Almora, Ranikhet, Mussoorie, Kotdwara, Lansdown,
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Kathgodam, Haldwani, Tanakpur and Pauri were accessible by motor vehicles. After
independence, Chinese and Pak aggressions in India, the pace of development of
transport network in the region has accelerated and number of new roads are constructed
upto interior places such as Tawaghat, Song, Tejam, Pankhu, Manch, Munsiari, Deval,
Mana, Sonprayag, Ghuttu Budkedar, Pauntha, Chirbatia, Jakholi, Sangamchatti, Gangotri,
Nagchulakhal, Bachchuwaban, Saraikhet, Ufaraikhal, Beronkhal, Ghatgarh (Deghat),
Manila, Jaurasi, Suraikhet, Tuini, Netwar, Sankari Chauranglikhal, Betalghat, Patkot,
Kunjakharak, etc in one hand while most of the remote villages still unaccessible by motor
vehicles. Most of the roads are in the region lying along the river valleys.

Pantnagar, Dehradun and Pithoragarh are connected by air ways with Delhi while
Auli and Badrinath are being connected with Dehradun by a helicopter service. The footh
hill towns of Dehradun, Rishikesh, Kotdwara, Ramnagar, Kathgodam and Tanakpur are
connected through railways with Hardwar, Nazimabad, Bareilly, Muradabad and Pilibhit,

respectively.



