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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Shri M M Jacob
Governor of Meghalaya

I am thankful to the North Eastern Regional Centre of Indian
Council of Social Science Research for inviting me to inaugurate
the Sub-Regional Workshop on Panchayati Raj this morning. It is
really very encouraging to see tliat the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
has selected Shillong as the venue for the Workshop despite the
lack of adequate facilities available here for holding such an
important function. I am told that the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
has constituted a Task Force on Panchayati Raj primanly to act
as a catalyst for proper implementation of the Seventy-third
ConstitutioLl amendment so tliat the Panchayat units that are
being set up will truly be institutions of self-governmen . The
present workshop is a part of tlie series of Regional and Sub-
Regional Workshops which have been sponsored by the Foun
dation in different parts of the Country. I am ^aPPY »
a good number of prominent persons including

stS'r—sirs—i
participating in its del'berations^

Panchayats have been part a P^^^^ of villages. More than
life since time immemorial. India panchayati Raj sys-
80 percent of fomr or other during
tern in India has been in ~ce
different periods of our hstory^ underwent some
foreign rule, the independent, it was imperative on
changes. When India became P communities of
the part of the Government to bring ^
villages into the orbit °f ^ , ^ut the traditional tribal
Panchayati Ra, ^t^ictures have deep roots. The
community, village and sociai


















































































































