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10 SIKKIM - East District Places of Interest

Dodni! Chorlen

Gangtok
Gorgeous Gangtok, literally meaning the'High Hill' is a
chammg hill resort perched on aridge at aheight of
Khl u A Pe^k ofangchendzonga towering to aheight of8,598 metres

bikkm. The present capital was shifted from Tumlons

centr f r thecentre for pohtical, commercial, religious and cultural
activities oftheSikkimese people.

m

Places of Interest

Do-drul Chorten

The Chorten or Slupa was built in 1945. by the Ven.
Trulshi Rinpoche, head ofthe Nyingma order ofTibetan
Buddhism to invoke the gods to keep peace and
tranquility in the State. It rises like a great white bell
surmounted by agolden pinnacle. Within the Chorten is
a complete mandala set of Dorjee Phurba (Bajra
Kilaya), aset ofKan-gyur relics (holy books), complete
Zung' {mantras) and various other objects ofimmense
religious value, 108 Mani-Lhakor or prayer wheels have
been installed around the Chorten. Aflight ofsteps leads
down toa chapel, where the red-robed scholars chant to
the beats ofa drum before the imposing statues ofthe
incarnate teacher Guru Rimpoche (Padmasambhava).
Gangtok Ropeway
The ropeway provides an exciting ride to the highest
point of the city and one can enjoy the splendid scenic
beauty ofthe town and its environs. Itcovers a distance
ofabout one kilometre, in just seven minutes. The lower
terminal station lies atDeorali market, the intennediate
terminal is at Nam-Nang and the upper terminal station
IS below the Secretarial (Tashiling). Each cable car of
the ropeway can carry up to 24 passengers.

SiKKiM - East District Places of Interest 11

DIRECTORATE

HANDfCRAFTS & HANDLQDil

/laiulhoiii (S: llaiiclicrajis- Ccnnv

Handlooni & Handicrafts Centre

The centre was started during the reign of the Chogyals
for the preseivation and propagation oftraditional crafts
of Sikkim. It is now known as the Directorate of

Handicrafts and Handlooms as well as the Government

Institute of Cottage Industries and has emerged as an
important tourist attraction of the State. One can see
craftsmen at work over here. The women weave

colourful woollen carpets, shawls and blankets, while
the men carve bcautiftil, multi-hued wooden tables

callcd as 'Choktses'. These beautiful items can also be

purchased here.

Hur Huray Dara (Nam Nang)

The Nam Nang View Point opposite to the Sikkim
Assembly provides a panoramic view of the dense
forests and the verdant valley. One can enjoy a walk up
to the Sikkim Press amidst scenic surroundings.

Namgyal Institute ofTibetology

It is a world-famous centre for Buddhist philosophy and
religion and has a rich collection of Tibetan Books on
Mahayana Buddhism. The institute is a must visit site

iislituie o/Tihetolug}-

for visitors interested in Buddhism. There are also over

200 icons, tangkha tapestries andmany rare objects of
art. Buddhist scholars from all over the world come here
to study Buddhism. Nearby is the Dotrabu Chorten of
GuruPadmasambhava and a small temple dedicated to
the Guru Rimpoche, which houses a 60 feet statue of
GuruPadmasambhava, thepatronsaintofSikkim.

Namagyal Memorial Parlc

The park commemorates Miwang Chogyal Chenpo
. Palden Thondup Namgyal, the enlightened ruler of the
Namgyal dynasty, who was bom in 1923 and passed
away in 1982. He became aChogyal (King) ofSikkim in
1963 and dedicated his life towards the welfare of the
State. Chogyal Palden Thondup Namgyal was also the
Founder President of the Namgyal Institute of Tibetan
Studies at Dotapu (Gangtok) and the President of the
Maha Bodhi Society.

Orchid Sanctuary
Itislocated justbelow the Institute ofTibetology and isa
wonderland of the orchid kingdom. The sanctuary
houses over 250 species of exotic orchids. The orchids
are at its best during the blooming season ofApr.-May,
Jul - Aug. and Dec.-Jan.

Tsuklakhang (Palace Monastery)
It is located within the palace of the Chogyals. the
fomier rulers of Sikkim. Built in traditional Sikkimese
style, it is the capital's most accessible monastery.
Numerous festivals and grand ceremonies are organised
here. There are also interesting murals and images of
Buddhist pantheon.

Permanent Flower Show Hall

It is located near the White Memorial Hall and just
below the Palace Ridge park. The fiower shows and
exhibitions held here are very popular. This year round
feature show cases the flowers according to their
blooming seasons.

The White Hall

The two-storied structure constructed in typical British
architecture is set on a ridge and now has an Officer's
Club and a badminton court. The impressive building
was built in 1932, in memory ofClaude White, the first
Political Officer ofSikkim.















16 SiKKiM - West District
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FELLING /PEMAYANGTSE

Pclling, apeaceful village alan allitude of6.100 fl. inthe
lap ofHimalayas isabout 120 kms. from Gangtok. It is
well known for the Pemayangtse Monastery, locatedon
anearby hill and isfastly developing into atourist centrc
and an urban settlement with a number of hotels and
lodges. Felling affords a fine view of Mt.
Khangchendzonga. Pandim, Siniolchu and other ranges.

Placesof Interest
Pemayangtse Monastery

The 17tli ccntui7 Pemayangtse Monastery (Perfect
Sublime Lotus) is one of the most famous and second
Buddhist monasleiy of Sikkim. This headquarters of
Nyingma sect nestles on a2085 mts.. high ridge and is
sun-ounded by snow-clad mountains. The original
shrine here is said to have been established in 1705, by
Lhatsun Chempo, one of revered Lamas, who had
performed the consecration ceremony of the first
Chogyal (King) of Sikkim. The monastery originally
established for the 'Ture Monks" (Ta-Sang) is an oasis
of serenity and a repository of age old wisdom and
scriptures. Its walls and ceiling are dccorated with
exquisite murals and frescoes and has many priceless
antiques and objects of worship, The top -most floor is
the most fascinating as it has several splendid^
sculptures. The wooden model of aheavenly palace ot
Zamdogpairi Rimpoche, one ot tlie ancient leaders of
the sect, as revealed in adream to Lhatsun Chempo, the

founder of the monastery is spell binding. It is quite
amazing to note that the work was executed by a third
man, Sandup Dungzing Rimpoche. who was neither a
sculptor nor an engineer.
The tourist bungalow near the monastery affords a
breathtaking view of the Kliangchendzonga.

Around Felling/Pemayangtse

Rabdentse Ruins

It lies near the Pemayangtse monastery and was the
second capital ofthe Sikkim royalty after Yuksom. who
reigned from here between 1670 to 1814. Today, itliesin
ruins and affords a panoramic view of
Khangchendzonga mountains andtheverdant valley.

Gezing (Gyalshing) (8 kms.)

Gezing. the district headquarters of West Sikkim lies
about 117 kms. from Gangtok. The historic site
witnessed the consecration in the wilderness of
'Chogyal' or Dharma Raja, thebirth ofadynasty andthe
spread of Buddhism.

Sanga-Choeling Gompa

Sanga-Choeling or Uhe island of esoteric teaching'
monastery is perched on a ridge above Pelling and the
Pemayangtse monastery. It is 45 minutes walk from
Pelling and7 kms. from Pemayangtse. TheGompa was
built in 1697 and is perhaps the second oldest in the
State. One has to walk up the hilly slope amidst thick
forest cover to reach the monastery.

Pemayangtse Monastery

1
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