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PROFILE OF SIKKIM

Sikkim isthe22"'̂ State ofthe Indian Union. It mountains are capped
with snow though out the year and low lying areas are covered with
tropical jungles.It isbounded onthewestbyNepal,onthenorthbyTibet,
on the east by Bhutan and on the south by WestBengal. Sikkimis located
28° 073 48" and 27° 04' 46" north latitude and 88°00^' 58" and 88° 55' 25"
east longitude. It has an area of 7,300 square kilometers.

Sikkim isa landof diverse elevations, ranging from 244 meters above
mean sea level at the southern foothills to over 6,096 meters along its
northern and northern - western Boundaries. In the north, the State
stretches unto the great Himalayan range, with four main passes - Sesela
or Dachila about 5,255 meters, Kongrala about 4,877 meters, Nathula
about 5,270 meters and Chorten Nyimala about 5,791 meters. In the east,
the Dongkya range separates Sikkim and the Chumbi Valley ofTibet. This
range has a number of passes, the most prominent of which are Nathula
and Jelepla, just about 4,367 meters high. In the west, the Singalila range
isthe boundary between Sikkim and Nepal. The Mount Khangchendzonga
(Kanchanjunga) ofover 8,534 meters, the third highest peak in the world,
is to be found in this range.

The State has numerous glacial lakes which fi-eezes during winter.
The Teesta is the principal river ofSikkimwhichoriginates froma glacial
lake Chho Lhamo. The tributaries of the Tista are Lachen, Lachung,
Rangit, andRangpo chu. Therainfall varies from 127cm to600cmannually
in some areas and the highest rainfall is between the months of May and
September. The temperature in Sate varies from 0 to 30 degree Celsius.

Sikkim displays an astonishing biological diversity. There are more
than 5,000 species ofangiospenns, 4,000 species offlowering plants, 450/
500 species of orchids and 300 species of ferns and allies. The State also
hasa rich variety of birdsandanimals with over 140 speciesof mammals,
400 speciesof butterflies and moths and 500/600 speciesof birds. A rich
variety offorests - both deciduous and coniferous - cover 82 percent of
the land in Sikkim. Deciduous and evergreen forests are spread over the
eastern and western parts of Sikkim while the north is dominated by
coniferous forests. These forests are central to people's livelihoods and
serve as the major source of food, fuel and medicinal herbs and plants.
Forests are also a major source of revenue for the government.'

THE PEOPLE OF SIKKIM

According to2001 census, Sikkim had a population of540851 which
increased to 6,07,688 in 2011 census.
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The state has three ethnic groups, namely, the Lepchas, the Bhutias,
and the Nepalese. "There is asprinkling of plains folk, who had settled
in Sikkim generations ago. They form part ofthe business co^unity who
live in perfect harmony and mutual understandmg wjft the res of the
people in the state.« According to the Government of S.kkim Act, 1974,
various sections ofthe population were divided mto two principal groups;
"Sikkimese of Lepcha-Bhutia origin" and "Sikkimese ofNepali ongm.
LANGUAGE

nn Orfnhpr 12 1977 the Sikkim Assembly had passed by voice vote
an official Bill seeking to declare Lepcha Bhutia, and Nepali, as State
langua-es for official purpose and received support from all sections m
the House Englisli is the official language ofthe State whereas Ne^l. is
widelv sDoken by all the sections ofthe society Sikkim has eleven official
laSages: Nepal Bhutia, Lepcha, Limbu, Newari, Rai, Gurung, Mangar,
Sherpa, Tamang and Sunwar.

Presently there are three language formulas in schools of Sikkim
thev are Enelish is the first language, Hindi is the second language andey are b g , Is the third language. In the year 2002,

Sanskdt JaTLo introduced in government schools ofSikkim from primao'
to hlghlr secondaiy classes but it could not expand as expected.
LITERACY RATE IN THE STATE

onii rensus the literacy rate in Sikkim is 82.20. TheAccordingfand among females is 76.43. The
literacy rate among males ^̂populationofaged7andab^
percentage decadal differ ^
prpTSfliklimSlsisSSwereliter^
ofSikkim was 68 8percent. The literacy rate ofmale and female was 76 and
60.4 percent respectively. Acomparative picture ofthe literacy rates mthe
state fi-om 1981- 2011 is shown in the table below.

Table 1: Literacy rate by1981 - 2011*

1 Year
Persons Male Female

i 1981 41.6 53.0 27.4

1 1991 54.39 63.44 44.06

I 2001 6S.8 76 60.4

2011 82.20 87.29 76.43
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