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The tribal institutions at the village level in the Northeast continue_ to
exist and function actively in the new socio-political conditions of the Indian
republic. Over the years, tribal culture in the region has attained a clear
identity and distinctiveness by fostering a special balance between nature
and culture. Economically, natural resources, which are gifts of nature, are
shared in common among the tribals.

Politically, consensus is the tribal way of making decisions. This fully
manifests itself in the village council. The customary laws in Northeast
encourage democratic political thinking at the grassroots level. This contra_sts
with the present-day systems of administration and other institutions, which
depend on the value judgments of the ruling elite and not the people at large.

An examination of major conflicts across the world reveals that these
mostly revolve around the one critical natural resource: land. Whether in th_e
Middle East, Ireland or, closer home, in Jammu and Kashmir, the battlt_e IS
between those who believe in a boundary authorized by a particular POIIF'C""[
dispensation and those who believe that their ethnic and sub-nationalistic or
nationalistic claims and aspirations surpass such barriers.

The Northeast of India, that little wedge of land protruding above
Bangladesh, jutting into and flanked by Tibet/China, Myanmar and Bhutan,
is a fascinating example of how mindsets and attitudes, combined with
intensely competitive and unbending views of history and geography. make
ethnic and demographic problems extremely difficult to resolve.

Patronage by the Central Government, which is resented, and the physical
and emotional distance from the mainland have combined to produce a SF!E“‘Qe
psyche of dependence, bitterness and alienation in the region. Despite the
seeming lack of answers for the future, it is evident that the region has o
build on its natural advantage in terms of abundant natural resources. Greater
degree of autonomy with extensive powers to village “republics”, based 03
tradition, but with a definite change towards gender sensitivity an
representation, can show the way forward. It is unfortunate that the subtle
nuances of customary law-making and law reforms are often ignored by the
national-level policy-makers.

Many customary laws of today are not ancient, nor are al!-customa‘_’g
laws administered by chiefs. Nevertheless, the definition provides 2 bai'e
idea of what is generally understood by customary law, especially frOf" t
perspective of non-indigenous legal scholars. Customary law is an establish
system of immemorial rules, which had evolved from the way of lifé an
natural wants of the people, the general context of which was a matter g
common knowledge, coupled with precedents applying to special cas€ '
Wwhich were retained in the memories of the chief and his counsellors, the

: e
sons and their son's, until forgotten, or until they became part of t
immemorial rules.

; I
The formal status of customary law in most Northeastern States is _Us”t‘?og
subordinate to written laws; and if it comes into conflict with written legis!@ o
=~ especially, but not limited to, constitutional legal provisions — custom
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law usually has to give way. There are, however, a few notable exceptions

Foremost among these are the customary laws in Nagaland and the Mizoram.
Measures to safeguard against interference with the customary laws of thé
_Nagas and Mizos, procedures and land-related matters are firmly entrenched
in the Constitution of India. To amend or do away with the relevant
Constitutional provisions requires not only a special majority of the country's
Bicameral Houses of Parliament, but also the consent of the concerned

State Assemblies.

Since customary laws are adopted through a gradual process, this also
provides an opportunity for the concerned community to test them out while
still in an embryonic form, and of localized application, so that they can
amend them, as necessary, before large-scale harm is done. This would be
unthinkable in the case of formalized legislation by ‘modern-day’ State and
its entities. Innovations over time to pre-existing customary laws are an integral

part of the customary law system.

States like Mizoram and Nagaland stand out due to its constitutionally
entrenched safeguards for its peoples’ customary laws and procedures
including the administration of civil and criminal justice involving its customary
laws, system of ownership and transfer of land and its resources, and religious

and social practices.

These safeguards are contained in Article 371G of the Constitution of
India. Since the overwhelming niajority of Mizoram’s population is of indigenous
descent, these legal safeguards are also quite strong in practice. Another
special feature of Mizoram that has helped protect its indigenous peoples’
cultural integrity is the application of certain restrictions on entry into the
State for non-natives, unless they have the express consent of the State
Government. This system, of what might be regarded as an ‘internal visa', is
contained in the Inner Line Regulation, 1873, adopted during British rule (and
still valid in many parts of Northeast India — Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh),
to control immigration into these areas and protect the social, cultural and
economic identity and integrity of the indigenous peoples.

The existence of Autonomous District Councils in Mizoram, Assam,
Meghalaya and Tripura has played a crucial role in preventing the alienation
of indigenous lands in Northeast India. Apart from the special constitutional
safeguards to protect customary laws of the people of Northeast, other such
safeguards include the legislative prerogatives of the Autonomous District
and Regional Councils, and their authority to establish judicial and quasi-
judicial bodies. The aforesaid Councils may pass laws on: the appointment
of chiefs and courts, the establishment of village or town committees or
councils, marriage and divorce, and social customs. Village Councils or other
courts, sO constituted by District or Regional Councils, are empowered to try
all suits and cases among indigenous people, excluding grave criminal offences
that carry long prison sentences or de:ath penalties, unless the governor of
the State expressly authorizes the indigenous court or person concerned to

d district councils hear appeals against the judgments

try them. Regional an : !
and decisions of the village councils or other courts. The High Courts and the
Supreme Court generally hear these cases.
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The nature and extent of recognition accorded to the customary laws
and legal systems of the indigenous peoples of Autonomous District and
Regional Council Areas, along with the relevant legislative and judicial authority
that has been vested in these Councils, are relatively strong. However, some
indigenous people regard the exclusion of major criminal offences from the
ordinary jurisdiction of the Council-appointed Courts and Councils to be
unacceptable.

The Sixth Schedule District Council system may be considered to provide
a reasonable degree of autonomy for indigenous peoples’ customary law-
oriented communities. Of course, the nature of the exercise of the legislative
authority of the District and Regional Councils is varied. On certain occasions,
discontent over the appointment of chiefs of Councils and Courts has disrupted
normal social activities, such as in Meghalaya some decades ago. Otherwise,
these courts appear to be functioning well and the Village Councils have
been elected or chosen in accordance with ‘customary practices’. Thus it
would seem that, in many cases, it is not customary law that is integrating
itself _mto‘ a mainstream State system, but a State-established system
_adapt!ng itself to the customary norms of indigenous peoples, generally
Involving personal law and property rights.

' C.)usto'mary laws in Northeast are part of the tribal culture, which upholds
the;r |den§|ty. As the present society is identity-conscious, and in view of the
various dimensional relevance, customary laws should be preserved and
promoted. Moreover, preservation and Promotion of customary laws are in
tune with the spirit of democracy and Indian constitution. But the customary

?argtctices in the tribal society have undergone many changes due to many
ors.

. 1. I\_noderq education: The spread of modern education helps men to
ranqnaluze their Own practices. As a result, people began to consider the
m:ants and denjerlts o_f their own legal practices based on the principle of
reievance. So, if certain customary laws, which could not stand the test of
the tlmes,’ were modified eventually. The rationalization process also included
democratization of the exercise of legal power by bringing about representative

character of composition of legal authority. The chanqes in chiaftainei
} ' S on
the Mizos are one of the examples. gesm chishemshipamong

2. Modern law: Modern law is no doubt, more comprehensive in scope
and usually bears more significance. itis in one sense related to educational
factor. This has undermined the popularity of customary laws, which were
mcapable of providing the needed legal protection for lack of poliiical backing.
The introduction of modern laws thus leads to changes in the practices of
customary laws by limiting their application in tribal society.

transculturation process does bring about changesin the customary practices
as far as adaptation of one’s cultural practices to his own is concerned.

4. Ecology: With the advent of modern technology and modern lifestyles.
there have been significant changes in the lifestyle of tribals. Economic
development, better communication facilities and at the same time depletion
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of natural resources in tribal areas efc. i i
e s etc. had resulted to changes in the practices
5. (_Z:hristianity: The new religion introduced changes in secular outiook
of the tribals. The changes came in the form of some mundane affairs, which
\I-;\;(erg Wllhlf‘l‘ the purview of the customary laws. For example, certain practices
etf imposition of fine or enforcement of punishment on the murderer, adulterer,
elc. was discouraged by the teaching of mutual forgiveness. In other words,
Judstlce. was not dispensed with while dealing with certain crimes, but
?v monition to our formal corrections against the criminal for his/her misdeeds
as advocated. So, Christianity is largely responsible for the changes in
Customary laws/practices.
'2- Major tribes in the States and salient points about their customary
'aws are as follows:

S. State | Major Remarks
| No | tribes
1 .
Assam Bodos After independence, the tribal areas of the then State of Assam, except the

Northeast Frontier Agency (NEFA), came under the Sixth Schedule of the
Karbis Constitution, according to which certain categories of offences and civil
Mishings disputas could be tried by Village Councils or courts established by the
Kukis and Autonomous District Council.
-5_______ Hmars
Meghalaya | Khasis | All cases in which both parties are tribal and involve offences not
Jaintias | punishable with death, transportation or imprisonment for five years or
and more are tried by the District Council sysiem.
Garos As a corollary, all cases in which any one of the parties is a non-tribal and
involves offence punishable with death, transportation or imprisonment for
five years or more will be tried by the Deputy Commissioners Court system
only. The Sixth Schedule of the Consfitution has laid the provision that the
District Council may constitute Village Councils or courts for trial of civil and
criminal disputas batween parties, both of whom are tribals.
The power of a council or a court to try criminal cases is limited to offences,
which are not punishable with death, transportation or imprisonment for five
years or more. Despite the limitation, the Village Court has the power to try
criminal cases falling within the purview of tribal laws and customs, can
impose fines and may refer to the competent court in case, in its opinion,
the sentence should be more severe than itis competent to issue. All cases
are tried In the open ‘Durbar’ in presence of three or more witnesses and
the disputant parties and the issue is to be decided by a simple majority of

Dimasas

3 To— voles.
Mizoram Mizos Mizoram is the only State in the Northeast where the customary laws have
District Council in 1956 as the ‘Mizo

Brusand |been compiled by the Autonomous
Hnam Dan' and this was amended recently. There are two streams of

justice, one consisting of the Village Court, Subordinate District Council
Court and District Council Court and the other comprises the Assistants to
the Deputy Commissioners.

The office of the village chief is the highest court of appeal among the
Mizos. When it is difficult to datermine the guil, the tribal people leave the
matter to the divine power by ways of performing oath and ordeals. The

most common method of ordeal is by dipping the parties involved into water
to determine the guilly person and oaths by using tiger's tooth, bullet,
hailstone, egg, dipping hands into bolling water, oaths with fire and water,

\J and consuming iron (metal) powder.
[contd...]
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TRENDS AND
PROJECTIONS OF CRIME

—Region-wise, State-wise and District-wise

Statistical Analysis - Crime Rate'
Data Source:

CrimeData - National Crime Record Bureau (Ministry of Home Affairs)

State-wise and District-wise Crime Data from 1995-2003
Census Data - Registrar General of India, Census 2001 including population
Projections

Various statistical techniques like time series, multiple regressions,
multiple correlations, etc. have been employed to extrapolate the crime rate
up to the year 2008 and also to establish relationship and causality between
various dependent and independent variables (like percentage of rural
population, literacy rates, migrations, per capita income, etc.) with crime

rate and also.

Incidence of Crime for the years 1995 to 2003
is on actual basis. Crime rate from 2004 to 2008

are projected figures.

iven to the total violent crime rate rather than IPC
lusions on crime scenario. Various socio-economic
he population of the districts, borders of the
d which will serve as a ready reckoner to

Weightage has been g
crime rate in arriving atconc
indicators and composition of t
districts have also been documente
properly analyse the crime situation in the district.

1. Crime scenario and analyses State-wise and District-wise are

as follows:

1. Incidence of crime per 1,00,000 population.



ARUNACHAL PRADESH

The-two eastemmost districts of Tirap and Changlang have been declared Disturbed and the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 is in operalion.

S. District Crime Scenario Ethnic Borders Remarks
No. Present Projected Compos- National Inter-
2008 e national
1 Tirap Disturbed Decreasing Nokte, Nagaland Myanmar POsitiw_a Role of Christian missionaries. However disturbances occur occasionally
Wancho, Assam due to insurgency. One of the prominent drug routes is through this district.
Ole All the tribes are known lo be peace loving with cordial relations among them.
2 | Chang- Disturbed Increasing Tangsa, Nagaland Myanmar This district has been adversely affected by insurgency and drug trafficking.
lang Singpho Assam Both tribes are known to be peace-loving.
3 | Lohi Peaceful Increasing Khamti, Assam Myanmar Various insurgent outfits (ke ULFA) are active here. It is apprehended that some
Mishmi, have also taken shelter in the dense jungles. The district is also flood-prone
Singhpho which has contributed to low levels of income of the people.
4 | Dibang Peaceful Decreasing Mishmi, Adi, China The earier self-sufficent economy has been disturbed slightly. There is an
Valley Galo increase in the influx of cutsiders. Indigenous peaple have also been seeking
altemative modes of fivelihood outside the district.
5 | West Peaceful Decreasing Monpa, Assam China, Religious homogeneity (Buddhism), bonhomie among the trbes and indigenous
Kameng Sherdukpen, Bhutan methods of settling disputes ensure that cnme is kepl low.
Miji, Khowa,
Dirang,
Lishipa.

(Contd....)
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S. District Crime Scenario Ethnic Composition Borders Remarks
No. Present Projected National Inter-
2008 national
6 |Papum Peaceful Increasing Nishis, Assam NA Rapid unplanned urbanization has led to breakdown of the
Pare Mishings traditional tribal social structure. Influx of outsiders has also
i " contributed to social tension.
7 East Peaceful Decreasing Bangnis (Nyishi), Assam China Posttive Role of RK Mission in ensuring a peaceful
Kameng Akas, Mijis & atmosphere. All tribes are known to be peace-loving.
Puroiks (Sulung).
8 Upper Peaceful Decreasing Nishis NA China Major changes in the lifestyles of the people are
Subansii sweeping this district, which is otherwise backward with
an acute deficiency of physical infrastructure.
9 East Peaceful Decreasing Adi and a large number of Assam NA Migration of local communities to other places, in search
Siang other groups such as the of livelhood, has been relatively less here compared to
Minyongs, Padams, the adjoining districts. Hence there is less scope for influx
% L of outsiders, which has decreased the probability for
Shimongs, Milangs, ;
conflicts.
Pasis, Karkos,
Ashings, Pangis,
Tangmas & Boris.
10 Upper Peaceful Decreasing Adi NA China In thus thinly populated district, the crime rate is checked
Siang effectively and most disputes are effectively settied
through the Kebang System, a village council among the
different tribes that are found here. However, the long
isolation and inaccessibiity of the areas due to
communication bottlenecks pose formidable challenges
1o the efforts for socio-economic development.

(Contd....)
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No.

District

Crime Scenario

Present

Projected 2008

Ethnic Composition

Borders

National

Inter-
national

Remarks

Peaceful

Increasing

Adis, Memba
and Khamba

NA

China

Around 40 per cent of the fotal population of the
district comprises of outsiders. This is emerging as a
potent source of conflict. Unemployment is high with
some communities also allegedly drawing their
sustenance from illegal opium cultivation in remote
hilly tracts.

12

Subansiri

Peaceful

Increasing

Nishis,
Apatanis

This district is witnessing a fast transformation due to
the construction of the 2000 MW Lower Subansini
Hydel Project. An alteration of the physical
landscape is being accompanied by a swift
transformation of the traditional social relations,
including intra and inter-tribal relations.

13

Tawang

Peaceful

Decreasing

Monpa

NA

China,
Bhutan

Low unemployment as income is drawn from agri-
culture, tourism and smuggling of Chinese goods.
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ASSAM

The entire State has been declared Disturbed where the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 is in vogue.

S. District Crime Scenario Ethnic Borders Remarks
Ha Present Projected Compostion National Inter-
2008 national
1 Bampeta Peaceful Decreasing Assamese, Bengalis NA Bhutan Harmony among the different communities and
{Hindus & Muslims), decline in insurgent activities, especially after
Bodos & Ravas the signing of the Bodo Accord in 2003,
2 Bongaigaon Peacelul Decreasing Bodos, Assamese, NA Bhutan Harmony among the different communities and
Bengali & Santhal decline in insurgent activities, especially after
the signing of the Bodo Accord in 2003.
3 Cachar Peaceful Decreasing Bengali, Meiteis, Mizoram, NA An overwhelming presence of Bengalis has
Dimasas, Brus & Tea Manipur, mitigated the chances of communal
Tribes Meghalaya tensions. However a few insurgent outfits
(involved in extortion, kidnappings and trans-
border crimes) are active in this district.
4 Dhubri Disturbed Increasing Bodos, Bengalis, NA Bangladesh The accord of 2003 has led to decline in
Santhal, Nepali insurgency and contributed to peace. However,
this district is disturbed due to cross-border
crimes and illegal migration.
Darrang Peaceful Decreasing Assamese, Bengalis Arunachal Bhutan A district with a high concentration of illegal
(Hindus & Muslims), Pradesh migrants. Lack of adequate employment
Bodos & Nepalis. avenues has resulted in petty crimes.

(Contd....)
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RECOMMENDATIONS GENERALLY
APPLICABLE TO THE ENTIRE
NORTHEAST

1. Recommendations
ortheast is one of the richest regions of India in terms of
atural and mineral resources. However, there are some
ajor problems that plague the region. Today, as the situation
stands, there is a great sense of alienation among the people of the region
fromi the rest of India. Mis-governance, corruption, gross underdevelopment
and the lack of basic infrastructure have been taking the region to a level of
backwardness. Hence, there is an urgent need to pay heed to these problems
and develop strategies to address these concerns.

The seeds of isolation and separateness of the Northeast from the rest of
the country can be traced to colonial times. The colonial administration created
backward tracts, excluded areas and partially excluded areas, which in effect
left the tribal people of the region to manage their own affairs. The Inner Line
System of pre-1947 period was retained by the post-colonial system of
administration. Additionally, traditional institutions were strengthened ihrough
the creation of Autonomous Councils to safeguard land ownership and control
of land. However, negative fallout has been the perpetration of isolationist
tendencies and kept the people apart, besides minimizing the impact of

modernization.
Till late 1960s, one of the accepted norms for conferring Statehood within
itory in question musts have the revenue

the Indian Union was that the terri
e expenditure and other non-developmental

resources to meet its administrativ ' op
expenditure. This criterion was not entirely followed in the reorganisation of
the Northeastern States. Apart from the lack of internal resources, there

y administrative units and staff beyond

seems to be the tendency to multipl _ 1t fit
reasonable limits and to be over-generous in the provision of facilities and

allowances to the staff.
Oil and tea industries have not induced industries that could have been

developed on the basis of their backward and forward linkages. For example,
tea industry needs inputs like fertilizers, umbrellas, chappals, small tools,
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etc. None of these backward linkage industries were set up in the region.
Hence, there is a dependence on supplies from outside. This has given rise
to vested interests, which works against the emergence of local
entrepreneurship. Likewise, the oil industry has not been able to catalyse a
petrochemical complex, which could have led to development of many
downstream industries. Surpluses accruing have been siphoned off for
investment elsewhere. This has created an “enclave economy” in which modem
industries exist in near total isolation.

Water resources, instead of being a source of prosperity, have con.tinu.ed
to cause damage and destruction through floods. Hamessing water for irrigation
and Hydel power needs heavy investment, which the States with their stagnant
economies cannot afford. State governments continue with fire fighting
measures during floods. Farmers are unwilling to make farm investments for
fear of their produce being washed away in floods.

Coefficient of correlation between crime rate and rural population iS_ )
0.65. So, it can be inferred that crime rate and percentage of rural population
(hence percentage of crime-free villages) are inversely proportional and have
a strong relationship. Hence, urbanization needs to be checked immediately.
The very strong social fabric of rural areas should not be disturbed.

It is recommended tnat the strategy for the holistic and harmonious
development of the region should focus on

+ Overhauling and streamlining the delivery system.

% Transparency, monitoring and evaluation of the developmental projects-
# Infrastructure development - Enhancing accessibility of the region-
“ Exploring rural and urban investment potential,

“ Developing the agro-based and other industries/enterprises, throug"
cluster approach, so as to create more livelihood for the people-

+ Improve vocational education and employment potential of the region
S0 as to stop brain drain, improvement of health access.

“ Employment-led growth,

+ Increasing community participation in governance.

< Proactive policing and community policing. '

+ Holistic view to tackle problems of insurgency and drug abuse-

g - i e
@ Pglltlcal will to review the policies like prohibition, etc. to be In w
with the Present-day realities.

; ical
# Totally engaging the youth in cultural, social, political, econo™
and sports activities,

sl
+ Cultural, educational, emotional, religious, spiritual integr'atlogy‘
Northeast with the rest of the country to be promoted in a big W

A _ tin
@ Reversg brain drain of the People by creating enabling envir Onm?r;o‘,
the region (as happened in the case of India in the last decade ©
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2. Operationalising Strategies

Any strategy for the Northeast has to be a holistic one, considering the wide
range of problems that plague the region. Myopic strategies have for long
been only restrictive in their scope and led to an alarming degree of
backwardness of the region.

The strategy can be broken down under specific heads.

3. Administrative Strategies

Most for the problems are due to administrative shortsightedness and
negligence that has been accorded to the region. While the central allocations
are heavy in the region, it has not translated to development due to

administrative barriers.

Strategy
« Administration is the hallmark of good bureaucracy. There is an urgent
need to create an enabling environment where the functionaries involved
work with more dedication. Hence, what the region needs are dynamic
and socially conscious civil servants (including those from the All
India Services, both hailing from the NE region and also the rest of the
country). For this, a roster of suitable persons from across the country
should be created. Persons selected may be posted to the region for
fixed tenures of three/five years. Such officers should not only be
entitied to reasonable monetary incentives but also preference in
empanelment for subsequent higher postings and also foreign postings

etc.

The Government has resorted to the “Look East Policy” without
preparing the people in the region. The administration should involve
greater participation of the local community in administrative matters.
A co-ordination committee, comprising of the bureaucrats, ministers
and village panchayat members, will ensure greater community
participation and a greater say in the decisiqn—making_ process. They
should be made equal partners in the economic and social development

process.
The administrative personnel should be trained to respect the ethni>
cultural and religious identity of the peqple. and help in maintaining
the demographic uniqueness of the region.

Recognize and reward those villages that have been consistently
showing a crime/violence-free record likes cash awards, mention in
the State records, greater development investments etc.

A more harmonious police-public interface should be strengthened to
ensure community policing. The citizens need to be motivated to be
more vigi:ant about disruptive and destructive elements.

Ensure transparency at all levels of the administration so that the
people become willing parners in the development process.

Strengthen Panchayati Raj Institutions and other local bodies by

o,
<
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holding periodic elections, disbursement of funds, ensuring greater
women representation/ participation, etc.

 The customary systems of grievance redressal/dispute settlement
followed by the traditional societies have been very successful and
have a large following. This should be encouraged in a positive manner
in accordance with the law of the Indian government. Nagaland._ soon
after its formation, passed an Act giving legal validity to the traditional
institutions, which were respected even by the British.

4. Social and Community Participation
Strategy

< The communitization process of Nagaland should be replicated and
suitably adapted for other States as well.

+ The educational base needs to be strengthened. Education sh_ould
be vocation centric so that youth are able to take up gal_”f“'
employment (including self-employment). This is necessary since
frustrations of unemployment may today be driving the youth towards
crime, narcotics and militancy. Education has to be purposeful. Qne
surprising outcome of the present education system is the production
of educated youth who may be looking for white-collar jobs. if these
are not available, the youth do not want to perform labour intensive
jobs since they have tasted the luxuries of urbanization. This naturally
brings the problem of educated unemployed. The educated
unemployed provide a ready and willing ground for emergence and

breeding of anti-social elements and criminals even to the extent of
starting of anti-national activities.

* Self-help Groups, youth associations and women's organizations
should be empowered ang €ncouraged as they provide an effective
roadmap to peace and development,

’ Spiri_tuai Organizations like Ramakrishna/Vivekananda/Sharada
Mlssmp have branches all over the State of Arunachal Pradesh,
Spreading moral and value-based education and the message of peace-

§uch organizations should be encouraged to continue their good work
In other States of the region.

+ Adequately sensitizing police force/administrative machinery and
making them more professional, moral and non-partisan. There has
to be greater bonhomie between the security forces and the public:
Law enforcement agencies should not be viewed merely as onés o

to punish the wrongdoers, They can be involved in de\ﬂalopl'l’le“tall
activities,

<+ The problem of ins
note. The causesin
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with the insurgent groups has to be conti i
' ' ntinued in a spirit
accommodation and a lasting solution found within the frame\zork g;

the Constitution of India.

» Porous borders need to be more effectively sealed and proper

arrangements made with the neighbouring countries like Bangladesh
Bhutarj and Myanmar. If necessary, joint operations with these
countries may be carried out against insurgent groups. Information
also needs to be shared about the presence of insurgents’ camps

training areas with these countries.

» Since, the menace of narcotics is linked to the problem of insurgency;

*» The policy of prohibition s

a comprehensive action plan has to be chalked out to tackle both
issues. Help of pressure groups like village elders, women's
organizations, youth associations and religious/social institutions may
be enlisted to advise the vulnerable youth about the ill effects of
narcotics.
hould be reviewed as it has been found to be

indirectly ‘motivating’ the youth towards illicit trade and drug abuse.

+ Make more provisions for cultural/sporting activities so that the youth
do not have time to indulge in harmful activities.

6. Technology and Communication

<

nologies in the overall development of

Explore the effective use of tech
munication revolution.

the region by leveraging the com

7. Infrastructure Development

Strategy

@

the NER. Major linkages like rail, road, air and

be further strengthened.
eaper airfare options like in the other

Improve connectivity of
water transport need to

* Proper flight connectivity with ch
s Y be evolved. This would benefit both

.
b

sectors of the country needs 10

inland travel and tourism.
Proper electricity, health access, educational facilities need to be
accorded greatest priority.

nique to the hilly areas like schools

There are some problems thatare
without teachers and hospitals without doctors, etc. These need to
be addressed on priority. | e
The hilly terrains are highly prone to natural disasters like earthquakes,
Iandslidyes etc. Disaster mitigation efforts should focus both on location
of buildings and their construction.

Improvement in general infrastructure: iapd
links - road, rail, air. Air services

B mmunication :
ctter transport and o reduced. Frequency of flights be increased.

to be upgraded and fares
Smaller aircraft be introducec:



The objectives of the study are not only to identify crime-free villages of the
region but also examine the underlying causes contributing to this phenomenon,
explore better systems of governance and generate additional investment and
employment.

... the study would help in drawing up a blueprint for the
development of the region.

The myth about the entire Northeast being a perennially disturbed zone
appears to have been busted.

The findings are significant mainly because these will help remove
preconceived notions about law and order in the region.

The Telegraph, Kolkata

“The finding that 71.23 per cent of the villages of the Region have been totally crime
free for several years is indeed a revelation. The close-knit social fabric, respect for
traditional values and ethos and the,age-old democratic institutions are object
lessons not only for other parts of the Northeast but also for the rest of the country. At
a time when the so-called developed $ocieties are prone to unrest due to intolerance
and societal imbalances, the crime fre¢ villages can serve as role models, deserving
admiration and emulatton.

....The present book has come at a time when we are in the process of involving all
citizens of the Northeast as equal partners in the noble experiment of making our
great nation an economic superpower where poverty, destitution, hunger, neglect
and backwardness would be history. A centre of intellectual excellence, viz ITPA,
has gone about the task very clinically, analytically and professionally. The socio-
economic profile of each State would help the decision makers in evolving an
optimal and customised developmental strategy. The State-wise scenario of both
crime prone and crime-free villages unfolds refreshing vistas that dispel the
misplaced perception that the entire Region is pione to violence.”

P.R. Kyndiah, Union Minister for Tribal Affairs and DONER

*...I'find the present study and its findings extremely timely and innovative. We can
certainly explore the possibilities of applying some of the findings to regions, which
are beset with similar socio-economic strife. I recommend such studies for all social
scientists, media personalities, s_ocﬁal entrepreneurs, academicians, policy makers

and opinion leaders.” ;

Sriprakash Jaiswal, Um‘o‘}l_'.—Mmister of State for Home Affairs

e —

[SBN 8]-8324-18'{3.;“8_

PUBLISHERS OF SCHOLARLY BOOKS
4594/9, Daryaganj, NEW DELHI- 110002
MIET% | Tel.: 23250398, 25351493, 25351976

Telefax : 91-11-25351521

E-Mail : Mittalp@ndf.vsnl.net.in, Website : www.mittalbooks.com

M Mirral PublicaTions

9788183124180




