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Sumer or Assam, Malak or Mlek or Lohit, Kinnaur Kirat[a] or Garhwal •
and Nepal" (1966:9).

There are others who restrict Kirata settlement to well-defined present-
day political boundaries. For instance, Milton Sangma, a noted historian,
writes that the word 'Kirata' referred to the "peoples now represented by
the Mongoloid group inhabiting different parts of North-East India"
(1985:59). Contrast this with the following claim of K. C. Mishra: "Geo
graphically, racially and linguistically they (Kiratas) are identified with
theKirantis or the peopleof Kiratadesa situatedbetween Dudh-Kosi and
Kanki river in east Nepal" (1987:99). These two views, however, appear
to be based (rather inadequately) on contemporary racial, cultural and
linguistic aspects.

One of the few scholars who has made a meticulous effort to locate the
geography ofthe Kiratas isperhaps G. P. Singh, but even hehas found it
difficult to assign any particular location to them. For instance, atone point
he writes about the Kirata settlements in "the Gangetic plain[s], the valley
of Nepal, the hills and mountains of northern, central and eastern Hima
layas, Vindhya region, etc." (1990:95) but later he mentions their
expansion into "north-western, northern, central (Madhya-desa), eastern,
western, northern and greater India" (1990:121). And the 'proof of such
a claim is the fact that the word 'Kirata', or its variants, are found in the
various classical texts dealing with those regions. Even when allowance
ismade for alittle sporadic archaeological and other evidence itisdifficult
to ascertain ifthe reference is made to the same Kiratas orto an altogether
different category of people.

A major reason for this ambiguity is certainly the absence of a clear
conception of who the Kiratas were or are. As long as this is so, the
question oftheir geographical spread will remain unresolved. But decid
ing the space/time framework for conceptualising Kirata identity is not
easy. Certain groups ofpeople who are identified asKiratas or who used
to be referred to as such no longer desire this classification whereas others
have appropriated and actively propagated it in order to establish their
historical antiquity in a given geographical area. For instance, the
Meities ofImphal Valley and the Garos ofMeghalaya still claim to be of
Kirata stock. Those who have disowned this identity are basically people
who underwent a process of 'Sanskrilisation' during the last couple of
centuries and discovered the Kirata identity to be inadequate to represent
their changed status. "Hie fact that the Sanskritisation process had estab
lished the hegemony ofwhat may be described as the Aryan discourse and
relegated the Kirata status to the periphery, both geographically and
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