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until the Broad Gauge railway is opened the problem will
persist. Some gardens are so old, especially in the Cachar
District that new plantation is" necessary as no amount of
proning can revive its productivity. This again calls for size
able amount of investment.

AUCTION MARKET OF GAUHATI

After much clamour, the long overdue Auction Market
was opened at Gauhati in September 970. This has given a
boost to the local tea planters and has been able to attract
foreign buyers and sometimes record price too. From the total
of 22 million kg. tea sold in 1971-72 in the Gauhati Auction
sales increased to 69.8 million kg. in 1979-80. Thus without
having to commute Calcutta and saving considerable transport
cost and avoiding the Calcutta Tea Entry Tax, the tea planters
of the region are getting the benefit. Export of tea through
Kandia in the West Coast has increased in the recent past as
the port-duty is less there as compared to Calcutta and the
authorities arrange for speedy storage and disposal (Economic
Survey of Assam 1970). Dr. Amiya K. Paul in his article
"Role of the Tea Plantation Industry in the Economic
Development of North-East India" suggests two auction
centres-one for internal consumption of tea in India and the
other for the foreign market which will promote export and
will bring higher price for quality tea. Dr. Paul also suggests
setting up of a fertilizer plant in Gauhati with a capacity of
100 tonnes per day as the one at Nanirup cannot cater for the
agriculture sector and the giant tea sector.

In conclusion it can be said that the demand for tea is
not likely to fall as it is a major beverage of the world with
two thirds of its population drinking it. Efforts to improve
its quality through research and marketing it with a special
eye on the foreign market must be kept up so (hat this major
industry does not lose out to other countries. After all a
small country like Sri Lanka can surprise us by leading in
the tourism development in Asia leaving behind a much more
potential India. In this context, the Tea Board and the Tea
Trading Corporation of India have a vital role to play-
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vation and a little over 1.5 per cent is made permanent
cultivation. Irrigated area forms seven per cent ofthe total
cultivated area. In the hill slopes maize and paddy are culti
vated . Other crops grown are pulses, sugarcane, chillies,
ginger, tobacco, vegetables, turmeric, potato, banana and
pineapple. Shift cultivation is ordinarily practised though
terrace rice cultivation and Wet rice cultivation practices have
been taken up in recent years.

Nearly two thirds of the area of the territory is covered
with forests. Important forest products arc timber, bamboo
and agar.

INDUSTRY

There is no major industry in Mizorara. Handloom and
handicrafts are the cottage industries. Rice milling, oil and
flour milling, mechanised bamboo workshops, saw milling, brick
making, aluminium casting and furniture workshops are some
of the small industries which have been •established. A survey
conducted in 1973-74 has established that there is sufficient
raw material for estabilishing a paper-pulp project.

IRRIGATION AND POWER

Schemes like the cementing for water points construction
of small reservoirs at the collection points lo the streams or
springs and some improvised way of bringing water as near the
villages as possible arc being implemented. Irrigation is
difficult because of the mountainous terrain.

There are seven diesel power stations to generate electri-
city mainly for domestic consumption at Aizwal, Lunglci,
Lawngilai, Champhai and Hnahthial. The total power gener
ation capacity is estimated to be about 1,876 kw.

TRIPURA

About 60 per cent of the area is under forests. Total
sown area in the State is 245.9 thousand hectares and total
gross cropped area is 392.3 thousand hectares. The net
irrigated area is only 11.9 thousand hectares, i.e. about 4.8
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Grandeur The palace is also associated with the memories of.
poet Rabindranalh who composed here some of his finestlyrics, during his stay with the Tripura Monarch. _

The rectangular shaped Jagannath temple, mthe vicinityof the Ujjayanla palace, is octogonal at the basement with a
Idakshina path round the sanctum. The temple draws a
Lnstant stream of devotees who
Uma Muheswar temple. The lake-garlanded Maharaja Bit
Bikram College campus, the Kunjaban lake and the shy
Howrah river which flows past the town gently are worth
seeing The well arranged State Museum near abusy street
corner provides another peep to the State s past.

Eight kilometre diive by taxi or town bus from Agartalawill take one to the famous Chaturdash Devta temple on the
bank of the Howrah. The temple believed to have been cons
tructed during the Mahabharata age, houses fourteen gods and
goddesses, made of an alloy of eight sacred metals. July
however, is the proper time to visit the
from all over the State assemble there for the week I gkharchipuja, andthekerpuja, a fortnight later. The latter
O'-casion is marked by colourful dances.

Another spectacular edifice, the Nirmahal, on the vastexpanse of the big lake. Rudrasagar, IS 49 kilometres away by
road from Agartala. The lake offers ^
different aquatic sports, while the palace itself '̂ eal for,
picnic in unusual surroundings. One, who rows away from h,
Nirmahal in the evening, willnever forget the grandeur of the.
enchanted building against the backdrop ofa setting sun.
secluded inspection bungalow at Kakrahon at the terminus of.
afew minutes' drive from Nirmahal, can accommodate, tfie
tourist who is reluctant to go back without enjoymg the moonlit
spectacle as wello^t,d Hikilometres away
from Kakrabon. The famous temple.of Tripurasundan, known
as Malar bari in popular parlance, is only akilometre off from
Udaipurtown Claimed to be one of
the temple area pulstate with --rberatmg chant.ngs anff
of devotees. The temple with an artificial lake nearby.










