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Specially those knowhow, machinery, raw material and, if
necessary, finance should be made available. Besides the tradi-
tional markets, efforts should be made to woo the buyers from
the new drinking areas of the world. ‘“‘Such a service at the
garden level will change the whole economy of tea in India”
and the land of the ‘two leaves and a bud’ can retain its
promising position. '

MANIPUR
AGRICULTURE

The main occupation of 66 per cent of the population
of Mainpur is agriculture. Nearly 92 per cent of the total
land area is hilly and covered by forests. Forest reserves
are being developed by planting better species of timber.
Bamboo is found in large quantities. In the Jiri and Barak
river drainage area alone bamboos cover an estimated area
of 2,585 sq. km. yielding 3,00,000 tonnes annually. Main
crop is paddy, while wheat and maize are also grown in some
areas. Orchards are also being set up.

INDUSTRY

The State has no large scale industry. Handloom weaving
is the largest single cottage industry. Other cottage industries
are sericulture, bamboo and cane articles, carpentry, blacks-
mithy leather goods, edible oil crushing, rice milling, gur and
Khandsari.

To accelerate the development of small scale industries,
an industrial advisory board has been set up and the jurisdic-
tion of Assam Financial Corporation extended to Manipur, At
Takyelpat near Imphal, an industrial estate is being set up.

IRRIGATION AND POWER

Irrigation is done through minor irrigation works by
constructing weirs across running streams for better distribution
of water during the monsoons. Loktak is the only major power
project in the State.
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MEGHALAYA
AGRICULTURE

Over 80 per cent of the people of Meghalaya are engaged
in agricultural pursuits. Irrigated arca is about 27 per cent of
the cultivated area. The principal crops are potato, tez-pata,
sugarcane, oilseeds, cotton, jute, mesta and arecanut. Selected
areas have been earmaked for growing high-yielding varieties
of paddy. wheat and maize. In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
districts fruits and vegetables are also grown and special pro-
grammes have been undertaken to develop horticulture. The
production of foodgrains is around 1,30,000 tonnes annually.
The annual production of cash crops is estimated to be : Jute
50.000 bales, potato 71,000 tonnes and tapioca 5,000 tonnes.
The state is making good progress in horticulture. It produces
a' out 70,000 tonnes of pineapples, 80,000 tonnes of oranges
and 35,000 tonnes of bananas annually.

INDUSTRY

_The mineral wealth of the Khasi Hills, Jaintia Hills and
Garo Hills districts includes coal, sillimanite, limeston€,
dolomite, fire clay, felspar, quartz and glass sand. Ninetyfive
per cent of India’s total output of sillimanite is produced in
the Khasi Hillls District. The Garo Hills District has deposits
of coal, limestone, fire clay and light coloured sand-stone. The
estimated reserves of coal in the State are about 12,000 lakh
tonnes.

The Cement factory at Cherrapunjee produces 590 tonnes
of clinker and 605 tonnes of cement daily. The capacity of this
factory is being extended to 955 tonnes of cement daily. A
timber treatment plant is being set up at Daruggiri in Garo
Hills. Several mineral-based industries are coming up. A
plywood factory and a beverages factory have already been set

up.
IRRIGATION AND POWER

There are at present four hydel projects with a total
installed eapacity of 125.2 mw. In addition to this there is a
" micro hydle station of 1.5 mw capacity at Shillong.



10 SO.CIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHEAS | INDIA
NAGALAND
AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is the main occupation of 90 per cent of the
population of Nagaland. Rice is the only important foodgrain
grown in the State. The total area operated for cultivation is
6,80,000 hectares. The total terraced rice cultivated area with
irrigation is 38,000 hectares.

Forests cover 17.56 per cent of the area of the State and
they contribute considerably to the revenue.

INDUSTRY

There is a sugar mill with a crushing capacity of 1.200
tonnes per day at Dimapur. The Nagaland Forest Products
Ltd. at Tijit has gone into production. A paper mill with a
production capacity of 100 tonnes per day and a distillery unit
at Dimapur are being set up. A factory for the production of
decorative and commercial plywood is also coming up. Hand-
loom and secirulture are the important cottage industries.
There are six weaving-cum-production centres, five sericulture
farms, one handicraft training-cum-production centre and
three small scale industries service centres.

IRRIGATION AND POWER

Minor irrigation works in the State are mostly meant to
divert small hill streamlets to irrigate valleys used for rice
cultivation. Total installed capacity of power upto date is 3.17
mw. Out of 964 villages in Nagaland, the number of electrified
villages till now 1s 275.

MIZORAM

AGRICULTURE

About 90 per cent of the people of Mizoram are engaged
in agricultural pursuits. Out of about 60,000 families, 50,000
families are in agriculture, ¢f which 10,000 are in the process
of permanent settlement and 40,000 are still continuing shift
cultivation. At present 5 per cent of total area is under culti-
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vation and a little over 1.5 per cent is made permanent
cultivation. Irrigated area forms seven per cent of the total
cultivated area. In the hill slopes maize and paddy are culti-
vated . Other crops grown are pulses. sugarcane, chillies,
ginger, tobacco, vegetables, turmeric, potato, banana and
pineapple. Shift cultivation is ordinarily practised though
terrace rice cultivation and Wet rice cultivation practices have
been taken up in recent years.

Nearly iwo thirds of the area of the territory is covered
with forests. Important forest products are timber, bamboo
and agar.

INDUSTRY

There is no major industry in Mizoram. Handloom and
handicrafts are the cottage industries. Rice milling, oil and
flour milling, mechanised bamboo workshops, saw milling, brick
making, aluminium casting and furniture workshops are some
of the small industries which have been - established. A survey
conducted in 1973-74 has established that there is sufficient
raw material for estabilishing a paper-pulp project.

JRRIGATION AND POWER

Schemes like the cementing for water points construction
of small reservoirs at the collection pomts in the streams or
springs and some improvised way of bringing water as near the
villages as possible are being implemented. Irrigation 1s
difficult because of the mountainous terrain.

There are seven diesel power stations to generate electri-
city mainly for domestic consumption at Aizwal, Lunglei,
Lawngtlai, Champhai and Hnahthial. The total power gener-
ation capacity is estimated to be about 1,876 kw-

TRIPURA

About 60 per ceut of the area is under forests. Total
sown area in the State is 245.9 thousand hectares and total
gross cropped area is 392.3 thousand hectares. The net
irrigated area is only 11.9 thousand hectares, i.e. about 4.8
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per cent of net sown area. Rice, Jute, mesta, potatoes. oilseeds,
wheat, pulses, sugarcane and cotton are the main crops.

Tea is the' major industry in Tripura. Tea plantations
cover an area of about 5,600 hectares at the end of 1979-80.
The annual production of processed tea was about 46 lakh kg.
Important cottage industries are handlooms. handicrafts and
khadi. There are 89 weavers’ societies and 88 handicrafts and
carpentry societies.

Some major industries are proposed to be set up in the
State. They include a paper mill and a jute mill. Establishment
of the jute mill has made substantial progress. The number of
private sector industries undr small scale industry scheme are
1,221 and those of public sector industries are 23.

Between 1978 and 1980, 125 river-lift irrigation schemes
were taken up, 200 shallow tube-wells were Sunk, 15 deep
tube-wells were installed in different parts of the State. One
medium irrigation proj.ct over river Gomati was taken up in
December, .980. During this period, irrigation potential has
been rais d from 3,875 hectares to 9 125 hectares.

Once a visitor descends on the sacred soil of Tripura, his
exist will entirely depend, as is a popular belief in Tripura, on
the will of Tripurasundari, the reigning deity of the sacred
land. The superstition obviously makes sense when even the
casual visitor to Tripura is captivated by the charm of this
land. The charm of Agartala, the capital town, lies in the
rhythmic blending in it of the classical and the modern. The
old monuments standing amidst the thronging bazar present a
strange sight. The Ujjayanta palace, however, stands out with
distinction. Reminiscent of a royal dynasty, which held sway
over a great Tripura for an uninterrupted thousand years the
palace presents a grand synthesis of different architectural
styles The main entrance is flanked by two patches of water
with the intervening space presenting a replica of a Mughal

garden.
The Kunjaban palace, at a stone's throw from the

Circuit House has been converted into the Governor’s Hwuse
one with a difference though. The antiquity of its structure
too takes one down the memory lane into those days of royal
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grandeur. The palace is also associated with the memories of.
poet Rabindranath who composed here some of his finest
lyrics. during his stay with the Tripura Monarch.

The rectangular shaped Jagannath temple, in the vicinity
of the Ujjayanta palace, is octogonal at the basement with a
pradakshina path round the sanctum. The temple draws a
constant stream of devotees who stream also to the nearby
Uma Maheswar temple. The lake-garlanded Maharaja Bir
Bikram College campus, the Kunjaban lake and the shy
Howrah river which flows past the town gently are worth
seeing. The well arranged State Museum near a busy street
corner provides another peep to the State’s past.

Eight kilometre drive by taxi or town bus from Agartala
will take one to the famous Chaturdash Devta temple on the
bank of the Howrah. The temple believed to have been cons-
tructed during the Mahabharata age, houses fourteen gods and
goddesses, made of an alloy of eight sacred metals. July,
however, is the proper time to visit the temple, when people
from all over the State assemble there for the week long
kharchi puja, and the ker puja, a fortnight later. The latter
o~casion is marked by colourful dances

Another spectacular edifice, the Nirmahal, on the vast
expanse of the big lake. Rudrasagar, is 49 kilometres away by
road from Agartala. The lake offers ample opportunities. for
different aquatic sports, while the palace itself is ideal for,
picnic in unusual surroundings. One, who rows away from , the
Nirmahal in the evening, will never forget the grandeur of the
enchanted building against the backdrop of a setting sun. The
secluded inspection bungalow at Kakrabon at the terminus of
a few minutes’ drive from Nirmahal, can accommodate, the
tourist who is reluctant to go back without enjoying the moonlit

spectacle as well.
The lake-dotted Udaipur town is only 14 kilometres away

from Kakrabon. The famous temple of Tripurasundari, known
as Matar bari in popular parlance, is only a kilometre off from
Udaipur town Claimed to be one of the fiftyone pithasthanas,
the temple area pulstate with reverberating chantings and crowd
of devotees. The temple with an artificial lake nearby, is about
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five centuries old. Six hours drive from Agartala by bus or car
will take the visitor to Unakuti, the hill-top pilgrimage, where
rock cut gods and goddesses have been nestling since the
Buddhist times. It is only six kilometres off from Kailasahar,
the sub-divisional town with modestly priced accommodation
facilities, which can also be approached by air from Agartala.

One needs to drive only a hundred and ten hilly kilo-
metres to find out the source of Gomati river, which plays a
vital role in Rabindranath’s lyric drama, ‘Bisarjan’. The foamy
symphony of the Dumbur falls has inspired more poetry in
Tripura. This source of the Gomati also known as Tirthamukh,
draws legion people during the Uttarayan Samkranti, the
occasion for a big fair. A magnificent temple of resergent
Tripura, the inspection bungalow at Amarpur, 21 kilometres
away, overlooking a big lake should be visited either for
accommodation or sheer pleasure of sight sceing.

Whichever season one motors up the hill slopes to the
castern gringe of the Jampuitang range, one lands there in
spring time. The unrivalled beauty of the land of eternal spring
spiced with the murmuring streams and the exquisite wild
frangrance, is a wholly diverting experience.

A visit to an interior village, with treetop tongi houses
and the colourful tribals in the fields, can offer a different kind
of holiday. Some tribal villages are very close to the capital
town itself. The visitor will also come by deer, rabbits and
different species of birds all over the State.

And before saying goodbye to this magic land, the visitor
will have enough souvenirs to pick up from. It can be anythin ;
a wooden lamp stand or an ivory doll, a dubri, the colourful
. garment, or a riya the magnificent breastwear for ladies. or a
flower ornament. C r it can be the innocent smile of the Tripuri
maiden which hangs on air long after she walked out of sight,
or the rhythm of the Reang dancers’ steps, which resounds in
your ears even after the dancers retire. It can be the nostalgic
memory of the famous Tippers flute floating across hills and
dales in the eerie mid day silence.
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH
AGRICULTURE

Nearly 46 per cent of the population of Arunachal
Pradesh is engaged in agriculture. Irrigated area forms 17 per
cent of the total cultivated area of about 14,000 hectares. The
traditional method of agriculture is jhumming, a kind of shifting
cultivation. Main crops are rice, maize, millets, wheat and
moustard. Forest covers 61,000 sq. km. of the area.

The horticultural potential in Arunachal Pradesh is noted
very high. Banana, citrus and pineapple below 3,000 feet, peach,
plum. pears and apricot upto 5.000 and apple plum, cherries,
walnuts, almonds and hazelnuts, etc. above 5,000 feet are
grown in three out of five districts of Arunachal Pradesh.

INDUSTRY

Principal industries are forest-based medium and small
industries established include saw mills, plywood and veneering
mills, rice mills, and preservation units, o1l expellers, besides
handloom and handicraft industries. The government is provid-
ing training facilities in various trades under cottage industries
as well as technical education through the Government Craft
Training Centres and Industrial Training Institutes.

IRRIGATION AND POWER

A hydel project with an installed capacity of 750 kw. was
commissioned at Rahung in 1972, Two more hydel projects at
Pasighat and Basar with installed capacities of 200 kw. and
J00 mw. respectively were completed in November 1973.
During 1976 and 1977, Along (400 kw), Tezu (500 kw., Tirat-
jo-micro-hydel project (750 kw) and Tawang (1,500 kw) were
commissioned. Ziro 2,000 kw), Tezu (500 kw), Dirang (1,500
kw) and Siagh Hydro-electric projects are almost ready.- The
total installed capacity in March 1975 was 3.4 mw. Arunachal
Pradesh had only seven electrified villages in 1961 and the
number increased to 61 by March 31, 1975.
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FOCUS ON NORTH EAST

by
Indira Gandhi

The various political parts of this region are bound
by several common characteristics. Their people share a
variety and picturesqueness of dress and custom that is rarely
equalled. If they have the good fortune to live in the midst
" of green and lush surroundings, nature also visits them with
many hardships, torrential rains, floods and landslides. The
very terrain presents formidable obstacles to communications.
Roads and bridges are needed to connect one point with
another and to serve the region as a whole. Rivers remain to
be harnessed for common advantage. The resources of the
forests and the wealth hidden in the soil -must be utilised for
the welfare, of all.

The primary purpose of this Council is the development
of the region for greater human welfare. The first principle
of development is co-ordinated activity. I have no doubt that
the different units of this region will gain by such co-ordinated
work.

I: should like to take this opportunity to remove some
misconceptions. regarding the scope and functioning  of this
Council. This is an organisation of the various political units
(Fxcerpts from the“inaugural address by the Prime Minister, Smt, Indira
Gandhi at the 1st meeting of North Eastern Council at Shillong on 7th
Nove:. ber, 1972).



FOCUS ON NORTH EAST 17

of this region, set up under an Act of Parliament, to formulate
a coordinated plan for development and welfare. It is not a
super-government. It does unot abridge the power of the
States and Union Territories in any manner whatsoever. It
is not an extension of the Union Government. It is an
advisory and not a supervisory body. It does not alter the
relationship of the member units with the Central Govern-
ment. The Central Government will not use the Council to
interfere with the affairs and functioning of the various
Governments of this region.

[ should like the Council to draw up projects which will
benefit more than one unit. There are sectors such as trans-
port and communication, power, marketing, institutional
financing, training, preparation of feasibility studies for
industries, etc. in which a regional approach would be most
welcome. Vision and practicability are the two key tests of
good planning, I should like to assure you the suggestions
made by the Council and the projects drawn up by it will be
considered with particular attention by the Planning Commis-
sion and also the various Ministeries of the Government of
India.

The implementation of these projects and schemes will
be the charge of the respective Government and their agencies.
This might entail the strengthening of their existing administra-
tive and executive machinery. It is important that each of
the North Eastern States builds up expertise in the matter
of data collection, project preparation and construction of
administration. :



