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tem of cultivation (sometimes jhoom) and they had extravagant hab-
its. J. Reid did not agree with the view that the Mundas and the
Oraons were not attached to their home. In fact, both the Mundas
and the Oraons (Dhangars) were deeply attached to their hearth and
home and the village sarna (a cluster of sacred trees) on which the
spirits like Sing Bonga were supposed to dwell. The Bhuinhars and
the Khuntkattidars (the original clearers of the land) among them
and their descendents had special interest in the land.

Even so, due to their political, economic and social problems,
as pointed out earlier, these tribals emigrated to Assam and the
neighbouring areas. When they had some savings they would come
back to recover their lost land or buy some other land.

According to the Census report of 1911 the people of Bihar and
Orissa were adventurous people, but the Bengalis did not want to
emigrate to distant places. The Bhojpuris, as noted above, were alert
and active and capable of hard work.*

From certain areas in Chotanagpur and Orissa emigration re-
mained steady, yet less than 10 per cent of the district population®!;
From Manbhum 7.50 and from Palamu 5.50. It varied from 10 to 17
per cent in Angul (10.6), Hazaribagh (11), Singhbhum (15) and the
Santhal Parganas (17). Ranchi and Sambalpur crossed the figure of
Santhal Parganas: 22 and 23 per cent respectively.

- Assam was one of the four main areas to which these labourers
emigrated. In some districts the tide of emigration was ebbing in the
first decade of the twentieth century, but from Singhbhum and Santhal
Parganas the exodus increased. Many emigrants after repatriation
returned to the district of birth, Lohardaga, the old Ranchi district,
of which it was a subdivision until 1891

Table. 2%
District Number of emigrants
Year 1911 Year 1901

Ranchi 91,000 92,000
Hazaribagh 56,000 69,000
Manbhum 55,000 70,000
Santhal Parganas 35,000 31,000
Singhbhum. 22,000 13,000

5,000 7,000

Palamu
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Many of these labourers might have gone to the coalfields or
jute mills. Due to this local demand emigration to the tea districts
decreased. Some labourers also emigrated to Burma and many to
other colonies.

It is difficult to examine the psychological aspect of the rural
labourers who emigrated under the indenture system. Even the for-
mulation of ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors is not always true. To identify
the one or the other would be similar to identifying the blade of a
pair of scissors which did the actual cutting.®® Even a landless
labourer, one can imagine, would have thought many times before
deciding to emigrate. The economic factor was decidedly very im-
portant. As Yang points out, in the case of the Saran district of north
Bihar ‘the compelling factor was the condition at home, the sea-
sonal migration being precipitated primarily by the ‘push’ factor.’**

The case of Orissa division during the famine of 1866 is pecu-
liar. On an average 4 per cent of the estimated population of 1865
emigrated, but it was too difficult to pinpoint who really emigrated
or died. Surely the agricultural labourers (kandara) and the profes-
sional beggars saved themselves by emigration.”® This could be true
of the famine periods in Bihar and other recruiting areas.

According to a report of January 1874, the Dhangars were the
most liked coolies by the estates. The Begg, Dunlop and Co. avoided
‘up-countrymen’ from the Gangetic plains (from Shahabad in Bihar
and Gazipur, Lucknow, etc. in U.P.) because only the tribals could
stand the regiours of jungle life. In fact, the change in the climate,
mode of living and diet and deviation from their familiar milieu,
had a depressing influence on their psyche.®

However, if the tea garden was located in the open parts of the
district and near the bazar, the labourers from the Gangetic plains
were accepted with open arms for they proved as good as the tribals.

All the same, the planters and their agents would not sometimes
employ the labourers from the districts beyond Bhagalpur and pre-
ferred the Santhals and other tribals as “more contented and indus-
trious without caste prejudices and less liable to disease”.’
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