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FOREWORD

It is not easy to write the history of the Hmar tribe and for
that matter any history of any tribe in North East India. To
embrace the full complexity of the North East is a difficult
task, if not impossible. This region is a couldron of ethnic
tribes from basically the same descent with every imaginable
community claiming distinct and separate identity. It is hke
a big cake cut up in different sizes by the ravages of time,
ineluctable fate, lack of communications, ignorance,
language, religion and fanciful but unrealistic political
dreams and ideologies. In their search for separate identities
independent from each other and their desire to carve a niche
for each of themselves, they have increasingly resorted to

taking up arms to voice their grievances thereby turning the
region into a hub of insurgency.

The Hmars are one of them. They belong to one of the
Chin-Kuki-Mizo tribes of the Tibeto-Burman group. Like
their kindred tribes they also claim to be one of the
progenitors of their group with ancient roots in China from
where they migrated through Myanmar to their present
abodes in the North East ofIndia, Bangladesh and Myanmar.
The British administration classified them as Old Kukis. But

wherever they were and are, they always identified
themselves after their resprctive clan's name and
subsequently registered themselves as such under separate
tribes in the Indian Constitution. In about 1800s, a good
number of those who remained under the suzerainty of the
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