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Microstromatolites and filamentous cyanobacteria have
been discovered from cherty limestone fades of Menga
Limestone well exposed along Menga-Mara road sec-
tion of Upper Subansiri district, Arunachal Pradesh,
NE Himalaya, India. The microstromatolites are mm
size in dimension and show well-developed cycles of
columnar overhanging, enveloping and conical struc-
tures in petrographic thin sections. The other charac-
teristic features of microstromatolitic fades are fibrous
radial fabric, zoned dolomite, recrystaIIized oolites
and intraclasts. These microbial fades suggest that
sedimentation is controlled by microbial mats in exten-
sive tidal flat complex where photosynthesis was
taking place. The deposition took place mainly in sub-
tidal to intertidal zone and the influx of coarser sedi-
ments indicates high-energy intertidal environment.

The Menga Limestone is regionally correlated with
Dedza Formation in the Arunachal Pradesh. The Bom-
dila Group with Lower Tenga Formation and Upper
Dedza Formation has been correlated with Daling-
Buxa Formation of Darjiling and Sikkim Himalaya
by earlier workers. A RipheanlMesoproterozoic age is
assigned to these carbonates. The stromatolitic assemb-
lage is characterized by Vendian or Neoproterozoic
build-ups of Strati/era and Nucliella only in the present
area. The present discovery of microstromatolites and
the complete absence of Riphean assemblage from the
Menga Limestone suggest a Vendianfferminal Neo-
proterozic age for the Menga-Dedza/Buxa Dolomite of
NE Himalaya.

MICROBIAL build-ups with special reference to micro-
stromatolites and their microstructures from Meso-
Neoproterozoic Deoban and Krol carbonates of the Lesser
Uttaranchal Himalaya in the central sector have been
studied earlierl-4. The present discovery is a report of
microstromatolites and microbiota Eomycetopsis from the
Menga (Buxa) Limestone of the Upper Subansiri district,
Arunachal Pradesh, NE Hiinalaya. The microstromatolite
locality and the geological map of the area are shown in
Figure I a-d (ref. 5). The Iitholog showing the details
of the microstromatolitic facies of Menga Limestone,
exposed about 2 km from Menga village on Menga-Mara
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