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The Task Ahead*®
B. Pakem

Morth-East India, historically, used to be a region where
so many experiments have been conducted by administrators,
military personnel, public men and academicians. The scholars
from different streams in humanities and sciences used to visit
the region to study and find out the unexplored virgin field of
knowledge. That was way back in eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Today, in the twentieth century we have witnessed
quite a number of changes in the social and political scenes
of the region.

_ North-East is the homeland of number of social groups and
races spreading over the seven administrative units of the
region. The racial history of the region is extremely compli-
cated. It is a melting pot - of races and communities coming
from all directions. The process of migration of tribes and
communities in the area is still continuing. Beginning with
the last part of 1979 the people in the region have witnessed
the opening up of the big question on issues relating to the
migration of races and communities. Along with it we have
also noticed the trail of social tension of a greater magnitude
than ever before.

There are quite a number of causes and factors behind the
social tension which we had in the past and are having today
in the North-East. The tension here is caused partly by
historical reasons and partly due to social, political and eco-
nomic factors. In any case, tension is only the beginning of
any coaflict. Itis necessary that 'before any serious conflict
comes out into the surface, we should be able to identify the
causes of the tension which may appear slightly above the
surface of the troubled sea. The tension is just like the tip of
an iceberg on the surface of the sea. It is this tip in the form



2 SOCIAL TENSIGN IN N. E. IND!A

of social tension that has now appeared in the region. It is the
symptom by which we can tackle the problem to avoid conflicts
and other deeper problems in future. The problems of this
region are indeed intriguing, ranging from social, cultural,
political ard economic to ethnic and linguistic, The increasing
magnitude of such problems have made the North-East a
seasitive area where a spark is ‘enough to put the entire region
to flame.

Attempts have bzen’made in recent past to solve the prob-
lem of social tension in North-East India. But indications
are there that, on the contrary, social tensions leading to social
conflicts are increasing. It is right time for the social scientists
to probe deep into the roots of social tension to help the
people in the region to avoid future conflicts. As a matter of
fact, the social tension is such a multi-dimensional problem
that we require the active co-operation of all sections of the
society in eradicating the same. The social scientists have
to enlighten the people about the ills and cures.

It may not be totally unfair to suggest that the public men
have failed to tackle the problem of social tension in the
region. It is also possible that the public men may like to
continue with an approach of adhoc solutions to the problems
as and when they are confronted with. The public administra-
tors might have also failed because they are supposed to carry
out the measures that public men would want them to imple-
ment. The majority of the public administrators in the higher
cadre in the Worth-East come from outside the region. They
may not have completely and properly indentified themselves
with the local people and local interests. Further, such public
administrators live in the region only for a short period of
their life mostly during their career in public service.

In such a situation the people would expect the press to
play an effective role as it did during the period of stress and
strain in the past. But the press also appears to have failed,
in the initial phase of social tension we are currently experi-
encing in the region. Instead of identifying the problem,
the press like public men and public administrators resorted
to an appreach of adhocism. -~ It is time that the press would
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also educate and enlighten the people with facts and figures
about the real character of the situation so that true public
opinion can be moulded for the benefit of all concerned. In
this way it also helps public men and public administrators to
grasp any situation that may develop during the period of
stresses and strains. The information supplied by the press-
men can also be used by the social scientists in their analysis of
the origin and magpitude of social tension and in suggesting
solutions that might be acceptable to ‘all.

*This paper is an extract from the inaugural address.



