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(b)

(c)

With the integration of Sikkim into the Indian Union in 1975,
Sikkim was categorized as a Special Category State of India,
which has a provision to provide 90% of Plan funds as Grant
and 10% as loan. Thus, the Plan funds for over all development
of the State started flowing enormously, and thus laid the
foundation of Infrastructural Development in Sikkim.

The Lepcha, the Bhutia and the Nepali languages have been
recognized as the official languages of Sikkim in 1977. During
Namgyal Dynasty (1642-1975) the Tibetan was the official
language of the country.

The negative impacts of L.D.Kazi’s Chief Ministership are many as

follows:

(@)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Sikkim lost its identity as a tiny Himalayan Kingdom;

During 1979, 15 Nos. out of 32 Assembly Seats reserved for
Nepali Community was done away with, and thus violated the
old laws of parity system established during 1953 in Sikkim. The
15 Nos. of Bhutia-Lepcha reserve seats has been reduced to 12
Nos. retaining one seat for Sangha and Two seats for Scheduled
Caste. Thus the parity system prevailed since 1953 was done
away with during Kazi’s Chief Ministership in 1979;

Under Kazi’s leadership, the Tsong (Limboo) reserved Assembly
seat was done away with by May 8th agreement in 1974, and
thus the community lost its separate identity in

Sikkim. Thenceforth, the community was included in the Nepali
ethnic group once for all.

The Central Service Cadre such as Indian Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Forest Service (IFS), Indian Police Service (IPS)
etc. were introduced in Sikkim, which has violated Establishment
Rule 4(4) of 1974. This will have a long term negative impact
to the people of Sikkim in the days to come. The administrative
power of Sikkim will be handed over to the plainsman (IAS/IFS/
IPS) for ever.

Sikkim integrated into the Indian Union without any
constitutional protection of its limited area and the people.

7.2. Nar Bahadur Bhandari’s Chief Ministership (1979-84 & 1985-

1994);

~ Born on 5th October 1940 at Malbasey, West Sikkim N.B. Bhandari
1s the son of Balaram Bhandari. He has two sons from his first wife. He
married Dil Kumari Bhandari and has three daughters and a son from
his second wife. He had his early education at Soreng and Namchi School
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and graduated from Government College, Darjeeling. He joined Sikkim
Government service as a teacher in Soreng School and later served few
other schools. In 1974 he formed United Independent Front and contested
Assembly Election of 1974. He was arrested under Maintenance of
Internal Security Act (MISA) during L.D. Kazi’s Government and was
kept in Behrampur Jail from 1976-1977. After his release, he formed the
Sikkim Janta Parisad in October 1977. Under his leadership, the party
own 16 seats in the general election 1979 and became the 2nd Chief
Minister of Sikkim in 1979. In May 1984 his government was dismissed
allegedly on ground of corruption charges though he had majority support
in the Assembly. Later he founded Sikkim Sangram Parisad and
successfully fought the Lok Sabha elections in December 1984. In March
1985, his party fought the Assembly Elections and own 30 out of 32 seats
and became the Chief Minister of Sikkim again. His wife Dil Kumari
Bhandari was elected uncontested for the Lok Sabha seat vacated by him.
His party once again returned to power in 1989 for the third time. He
lost a vote of confidence in May 1994 in Sikkim Assembly and resigned
from the Government. His reign has also seen both success and failure
impacting the life of the people of Sikkim.

The positive aspects are:

(a) Sikkim saw a tremendous achievement on infrastructural
development of roads and bridges, building and housing, culture,
ecclesiastical affairs, education, finance, food and civil supplies,
forest, health and family welfare, home, power development,
public health engineering, social welfare, urban development and
tourism.

(h) The Limboo language has been recognized as one of the official
language of Sikkim in 1983.

(¢) The Nepali Language has been included in the 8th Schedule of
the Indian Constitution in1992.

The negative aspects of his reign are:

(a) Liberal flow of Plan Funds and Industrial policy lapses of the
State resulted a rampant corruption in the higher political circle
and higher bureaucracy.

(b) Over dominance of certain section of people on the masses.

(c) Developed upper hand by the Business community, which were
the means of minting wealth to the high level politicians and
higher bureaucracy.

(d) Inter-state migration to Sikkim and migration of Nepalese
Nationals from Nepal accelerated (as there is no pasport
system to check);
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(e) Denouncement of Other Backward Class (OBC) policy of the
country (1984).
7.3. Chief Ministership of B.B.Gurung (May 11, 1984 t- 24 May,
1984):

Born on 11th October 1929 at Chakung, West Sikkim, graduated
from Calcutta University; he served as teacher but left for journalism.
He married and has three sons and a daughter. Gurung worked under the
leadership of L.D.Kazi led by Sikkim National Congress in 1972. Gurung
was elected in 1974 Assambly and also in October 1979 and was
appointed Speaker on the demise of C.S. Roy the then Speaker of the
Assembly. B.B. Gurung was appointed the Chief Minister of Sikkim on
11th May 1984 as the then Chief Minister N. B. Bhandari was removed
on corruption charges. But his ministry lasted only for 14 days. The
Government of India imposed President’s Rule in the State on 25th
May 1984.

7.4 Chief Ministership of Sanchaman Limboo (May 18, 1994-
December 11, 1994):

Born on 15 January 1949 at Hee Yangthang, West Sikkim, son of
Man Sing Subba, Mandal of Hee Yangthang, married to Nirmala Subba
and has one daughter and two sons. A graduate from North Bengal
University served as teacher, Assistant Education Officer, and joined
politics in 1979. Fought election in 1979, elected and served as Minister,
Education, Health and Industry under the Chief Ministership of
N.B.Bhandari. He became the Chief Minister of Sikkim on 18™ May
1994. His Ministry lasted only for about five months when the general
election 1994 was declared but remained a caretaker Chief Minister from
September 1994 to December 11, 1994. During his period the central
act, of OBC was enforced in Sikkim.

7.5 Chief Ministership of Pawan Kumar Chamling (1994-1999, 1999-
2004, 2004..):

Born on September 22, 1950 at Yangang, South Sikkim to Ash
bahadur and Ashrani Chamling, weaves his poem of idealism primary
level in the school and later served in the Police Department during
Chogyal’s time for some years. He worked as Government contractor
before joining the politics at the age of 22. He was elected as the President
of Yangang Gram Panchayat Unit in 1982. He slowly joined the
mainstream politics and in 1985 he finally got elected to the Sikkim
Legislative Assembly. He served as Minister for Industries, Printing and
Information and Public Relations under the Leadership of N.B. Bhandari
of Sikkim Sangram Parisad (SSP). -
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In 1993, he defected from SSP and formed Sikkim Democratic Front
(SDF) and came to power in 1994 Assembly election. Since then, he is
in power as the Chief Minister of Sikkim for the last three Assembly

terms.

He has many positive contributions for Sikkim; a few are as follows:

(a)
(b)

(c)

d)
(e)

(g)
(h)

()

0]

(k)
(0

Provided social justice to the poor and downtrodden;

Allowed to foster the identity and development of the other Hill
Tribes of Sikkim (Limboo, Khambu Rai, Yakha, Gurung,
Tamang, Sunuwar, Newar, Sherpa, Magar, Bhujel, Thami, Majhi,
etc.) by recognizing their festivals, languages, culture and
traditions.

Provided official language status of Gurung, Sunuwar, Newar,
Sherpa, Tamang, Khambu Rai, and Mangar; and started primary
education of these languages developing the text books.
Recommended, pursued and provided Tribal status for the
Limboos and Tamangs. ‘

Tourism development accelerated.

Improved Financial status of the State.

Achieved high level of Infrastructural Development of the State.
Seat reservation of 33% for Woman in the Zilla and Gram
Panchayat Level was provided in 2003.

Decentralization of all 3Fs (Finance, Functionaries and
Functions) to the Gram Panchayat Level was provided in 2003.
Bottom up Planning process has now started.

Reservation for higher studies and Government jobs for all
categories such as ST, SC, MBC, OBC, Woman, sports
personnels, disables etc. has been provided in 2003.

Sikkim included in the North Eastern Council.

Rural Village connectivity has improved during the Xth Plan
period.

The negative impacts of his reign are as follows:

(a)

(b)

Due to liberal flow of development funds, corruption, which was
only upto the Higher Politicians and Bureaucrats during N.B.
Bhandari’s time has now been percolated down even to the Zilla,
Gram Panchayat Units, Youths and Women organizations also.
Decentralization of powers has widened the base of curroption
and the public funds meant for pro-poor people are being
misused due to party system introduced in Zilla and Gram
Panchayat Units election.
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(c)

(d)

(&)

Development is not percolating below the substrata of Gram
Panchayat level as desired.

The Social Fabric which was brought about by Nepal Unification
process of Prithivi Narayan Shah during the later half of
eighteenth century (Nepalese people) has now been torn apart
into different communities.

Considering the huge flow of central fund for socio-economic
development. The greatest constraint at present being
politicalization of Zilla and Gram Panchayats, and
decentralization of 3Fs which enabled the state for widening the
base of corruption. Earlier, the corruption was limited to higher
Politicians and higher Bureaucrats; but now expanded upto Zilla
and Gram Panchayat level. The development does not percolate
down to the common people as desired and limited upto the
Gram Panchayat level only. In recent years the State Taxation
has increased beyond the reach of the common people. The
socio-economic gap of have and have nots is widening day by
day inspite of huge funds being pumped from the Central
Government.

He provided undue favour in promotion and preferential posting
to the plainsman (IAS/IFS/IPS) at the cost of the local officers
of Sikkim, even replacing Head of the Departments (HODs) of
Technical Departments. HODs of Technical Departments were
reserved for the Sikkimese Officers so far in the previous

Governments.

Post-Script:

Sikkim has come a long way from antiquity to Monarchy for 333
years (1642 — 1975), and now to more than 31 years of Democracy as
the 22" state of Indian Union (1975-2006). Sikkim emerged as a country
with a vast Hill and Plain areas in 1642, but disintegrated to a tiny country
“Sikkim” with limited area by several phases of disintegration, and finally
lost its identity as a Himalayan Kingdom in 1975. The country, then
integrated into the Indian Union as a constituent state of Indian Union
in 1975 with much expectation by the common people of Sikkim but the
aspiration could not be achieved as expected due to the following factors:

(1)

The Indian Constitution adopted for Sikkim, as 371F is just
another version of Proclamation of Electoral System of Sir Tashi
Namgyal in 1953. It provides 41% of seat reservation in the
Sikkim Assembly to 25% of Bhutia-Lepcha (inclusive of Sherpa
and other allied) population, equaling 25% Bhutia-Lepcha with
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75% Nepali ethnic group, and thus it has deprived the political
right of 75% of the common people. The Bhutia-Lepchas
especially Kazis were the rulers of Sikkim for 333 years n
Sikkim are enjoying the Scheduled Tribe facility of the
Government now besides undue advantage of excess seat
reservation enjoyed by them.

(ii) Due to the above No. (i) the eleted representatives or the
Government in power always connivence with the 25% Bhutia-
Lepcha (who were the ruling class during Namgyal Dynasty) for
their political interest, and thus the democratic right of the
common people (75%) are ignored.

(iii) The land resource distribution is skewed. The ruling class and
landlords comprising 30% who ruled Sikkim for 333 years has
72% of land resources in their possession while the common
people comprising 70% have only 28% of their own land for
cultivation. For equity distribution of land resources the Land
Reformation Act, 1977 was enacted immediately after integration
of Sikkim into the Indian Union. But the Five Chief Ministers
till now have never bothered to enforce the Land Reformation
Act, 1977 passed in 1977 so far because of undemocratic
constitution 371F holds for the State of Sikkim..

(iv) The tremendous influx of population after 1975 to Sikkim from
the one billion population of the vast country (India) and
Nepalese Nationals (as there is no pasport system) has blown
away the aspirations and development of the State. Sikkim’s
population was only 209,843 in 1971. It has increased to 540,851
in 2001 (increase of 158% in 30 years).

(v) The widening base of corruption has percolated upto Zilla and
Gram Panchayat Level as the Zilla and Gram Panchayats are also
in the formation of political party system. Rampent corruption
from top to bottom on both politicians and bureaucrates has
nullified the process of development. The development does not
percolate down to the grassroot level. The common people feel
that they are deprived of all their rights.

In spite of all these problems, the common people of the small state
hopes to see a light one day and prosper and develop as one of the
developed and beautiful state with a befiting Gross State Happiness (not
9% or 10% annual economic growth) and full-fledged democracy
provided by the Indian Constitution of India.



