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Preface

Sikkim is very much in the news these days. Till recently
it has excited very little curiosity among scholars as well as the
public. The Chinese invasion of Indian territory in 1962 and
their recent activities on the Sikkim - Tibet border have proved
once for all, if proof is needed, that India cannot afford to neglect
Sikkim without serious risk to its territorial integrity.

India's major interest in Sikkim is strategic. Lying in the
Eastern Himalayan border at its most vulnerable point, Sikkim
forms a vital point in India's defences. But unfortunately the
study of the northern frontier of India continues to be very
much neglected: that explains the lack of literature on this
state too.

The present work is a revised and enlarged version of the
thesis submitted by me to the Indian School of International
Studies, New Delhi in July 1968, in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the Ph. D. Degree.

I had the good fortune of carrying on my research under
the supervision of Dr. Bimal Prasad, Professor & Head of the
Department of South Asian Studies, Indian School of Inter
national Studies, New Delhi. It was he who kindled in me
interest in the subject and supervised the work at every stage of its
preparation. I am greatly indebted to Dr. V. M. Reddi,,
Professor & Head of the Department of History, S, V. Univer
sity, Tirupati (A. P.). He gave a great deal of his time and read
the whole manuscript with great care and offered many valuable
suggestions. I am also thankful to Prof. M. S. Rajan, Former
Director of the Indian School of International Studies, for
evincing keen interest in my work. H'•

I express my gratitude to my wife, Sarada, who in'*^ite of
her own official duties found time to go through the manuscript
and oifer many valuable suggestions. My thanks are due to
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Sri A. R. Ramachandra Reddy, my colleague in the department,
for his help in the preparation of the index.

I have received unfailing cooperation from the authorities
of the National Archives of India, New Delhi and staff of the
Library of the Indian School of International Studies for which
,I shall always remain grateful to them.

Finally I thank Sri S. K. Ghai, Managing Director, Ster
ling Publishers (P) Limited, New Delhi, for the neat printing
and prompt publication of the book.

Department of History,
S. V. University,
Tirupati (A. P.)
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i Xll INDIA AND SIKKIM

of dense forests and precipitous hills. It is sparsely populated
and the villages are few and far between. The northern part
is comparatively a more open and undulating country. In this
region good pastures and pine forests are found.®

The climate has great variations and every variety, ranging
from sub-tropical, temperate and arctic is encountered. The rain
fall is heavy and averages 137" a year at Gangtok, the capital.
The important river of Sikkim is the Tista, which is formed by
the confluence of the Lachen and Lachung in the north of
Sikkim.®

Sikkim is noted for its floral wealth and an estimated 4,000
varieties of flowering plants and shrubs are found.' In the
sub-tropicai lower valleys, several varieties of bamboo, ferns
and tree ferns, pandanus and orchids are found. In addition to
these, valuable trees like sal are also found. In the temperate
zone and in the northern valleys, forests of oak, chestnut,
maple and pine are found.®

Abundant varieties of wild animals are found in different
parts of the country. The Himalayan bear is generally found
in the altitudes ranging from 4,000ft to 11,000ft. Above this
altitude the brown bear has its habitat. Snow leopard is also
found though it is fast vanishing. In addition to the wild
animals, there are about 500 species of birds and nearly 600
species of butterflies.®

The geological survey of the country is not yet completed,
but it is generally believed that copper, coal, graphite, gypsuni
are to be found in large quantities.^® '

®"North and North-Eastcrn Frontier Tribes" in Frontier and Oversea^
Expeditions from India, vol. 4, compiled in Intelligence Branchf
Division of the Chief of the Staff, Army Headquarters India
(Simla, 1907), p. 39.

'Encyclopaedia, n. 4.

''Sikkim-The land and its people {puhXhhtei by the Publicity Depart
ment Government of Sikkim (date and place of publication not
given), p. 3. ^
•Ibid.

•Ibid.

"Ibid., p. 4.

INTRODUCTION xin

Mining and fruit preservation are the principal industries
of Sikkim. Copper is mined at Rangpo by the Sikkim Mining
Corporation, a joint venture of the Government of India and
the Governinent of Sikkim. The fruit preservation factory at
Singtam is run by the Sikkim Industrial Corporation.^^

The main exports of Sikkim are cardamom, oranges,
potatoes and apples. The main imports are machinery, cotton
piecegoods, consumer goods etc.^^

The total population of Sikkim is about 162,189, which is
composed mainly of the Lepchas, Bhutias and Nepalese.^*
The Lepchas were the original inhabitants of the country, and
number about 14,847.^^ Their origin is doubtful but they
are supposed to have come from the east along the foot of the
hills from the direction of Assam and Upper Burma.'"
There are two accounts regarding the origin of the name Lepcha.
According to the first version, the name "Lepcha" had been
derived from a Nepali word Xapcha' meaning 'vile speakers*.-
According to the second version, there is a type of fish in
Nepal, known as Lapcha, which is very submissive in nature
like the Lepcha people who are also noted for their submissive-
ness and as such the Nepalese termed them as Lepcha not in
contempt but to give them credit for their submissive tempera
ment. The word "Lapcha" was modified in English pronuncia
tion as 'Lepcha'.^" The Lepchas were originally animists,
but most of them now profess Buddhism. They are noted for
their mild, quiet and indolent disposition.

The next group of people to enter Sikkim were the
Khambas, popularly known as the Bhutias. They were immi
grants from Tibet. They number about 14,000. They profess

"Ibid.

^•Ibid,

"A. Mitra, comp.. Census of India, 1961, Paper No.l of 1961 (Delhi,
1964), p. 49.

"A. Mitra, comp.. Census of India, 1961, vol. 1, pt 2c (ii). Language
Tables (Delhi, 1964), p. civiii.

C. White, Sikkim and Bhutan ; Twenty years on the North-East
Frontier 1887-1908 (London, 1909), p. 3.

^•Das and Banerjee, n. 2, p. 3.
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