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the Sikkimese looked upon him with suspicion.

In 1848 a distinguished botanist Dr. Hooker wanted to tour
Sikkim to make a botanical exploration of the region. Sikkim
under Dewan Namguay tried to withhold the necessary permis-
sion, but on pressure from Dr. Campbell finally relented.

The very next year Dr. Hooker was making a tour of
Sikkim when Dr. Campbell himself joined him. Dr. Campbell
wanted to meet the Chogyal Tsugphud Namgyal personally.
But he could not because of Dewan Namguay, Then the
Doctor seemed to have taken the law into his own hands. He,
accompanied with Dr. Hooker, proceeded to the Chola pass in
the Tibetan frontier and crossed into Chumbi valley of Tibet
which he wanted to investigate as a possible route for trade
with Tibet.

They were met by Tibetan soldiers who refused to allow
them to proceed further. The Tibetans escorted them back to
the Sikkim frontier where they were put under arrest by the
Sikkimese authorities on the 7th of November 1849. However
a British ultimatum forced the release of Hooker and Campbell
on the 9th of December after over a month’s detention in
Sikkim. '

Now the British government began to take a series of reta-
liatory measures. First they annexed Morung which had been
previously gifted to Sikkim on the conclusion of the Titalia
treaty. With it they also occupied -the hill tracts around
Darjeeling bounded by the Little Ranjit in the north, by the
Great Ranjit and Tista in the east and by Nepal in the west.

These annexations made Darjeeling contiguous with British
Indian districts of Purnea and Rangpur in the plains. Since
Darjeeling remained no longer an enclave in Sikkim, it cut off
Sikkim from access to the plains except through British terri-
tory. Apart from these territorial annexations the British Fast
India Company also suspended the payment of annual compen-
sation of 6,000 rupees to Sikkim.

Morung was a fertile area which was responsible for a
considerable part of the revenue of the Sikkim state. Its an-
nexation was a big blow to Sikkim. Coupled with this the
discontinuation of the annual compensation subsidy reduced
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the Chogyal Tsugphud Namgyal to extreme financial distress.
He tried to appease the British by dismissing the anti-British
Dewan Namguay. He was banished to Tibet. Tsugphud
followed this up with a mercy petition to the Government of
India for the renewal and enhancement of his allowance.

The British refused to countenance any such petition and
continued their policy of injured innocence. This led to an
intensification of Anglo-Sikkim tension which eventually led to
the armed conflict a decade later,

The Treaty of 1861

The events following the arrest and detention of Dr. Camp-
bell and Dr. Hooker led to an irredeemable cleavage in Anglo-
Sikkim relations. The British intransigence made the Chogyal
Tsugphud turn more and more towards Tibet and the Tibetan
faction in his own country. Namguay was recalled from his
banishment and was appointed the Dewan again.

The Chogyal was already too old to govern the country
himself and retired to his favourite Chumbi valley of Tibet.
His eldest son was already an incarnate monk and took little
interest in the affairs of the state. The administrative authority
almost entirely came to rest on the anti-British Dewan Namguay.
The British watched these developments with alarm. Perhaps
they would have acted earlier if it were not for the rebellion in
India in 1857.

In March 1859 Namguay sent a deputation to the British
government in India demanding the payment of an annual sub-
sidy of Rs. 12,000 or alternatively the restoration of the
Sikkimese territory annexed in 1850. The tone of the demand
was so harsh that the British took it as an affront on thejr
prestige and they demanded an apology. This was ignored.
The Sikkimese were now banned from having any contact with
Darjeeling by an order of Dewan Namguay thereby retarding
the progress of the British hill station.

Raids in British territory by Sikkimese, spuriously encouag-
ed by the authorities, became more frequent. < In March 1860
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in a more than ordinary outrageous raid the Sikkimese kid-
napped two women. The raiders eventually turned out to be
the relatives of Dewan Namguay. In April and May of the
same year two more cases of kidnapping took place from
British India.

Exasperated the deputy commissioner Doctor Campbell
sent an ultimatum demanding the restoration of the kidnapped
persons, compensation to those who had been plundered and
the arrest and the surrender of the kidnappers and plunderers.
This was accompanied by a warning that if Sikkim failed to
respond, the territory lying to the west of the river Great
Ranjit and north of Little Ranjit would be occupied by the
British.

Failing to get any satisfactory answer of the ultimatum Dr.
Campbell marched into Sikkim and occupied Rinchingpong in
November 1860. But he was pushed back by a large Sikkimese
force. Dr. Campbell had to make a hurried retreat to his base
in Darjeeling.

After this defeat the British could not have kept up their
paramount position in the area without vindicating their mili-
tary superiority. Tmmediately preparations began for a full-
scale military expedition to the mountain kingdom.

The leader of the expedition was colonel J. C. Gawler.
Ashley Eden accompanied it as special envoy and political
commissioner. The expedition left Darjeeling on the first of
February 1861 and met with little or no opposition. Dewan
Namguay fled to Tibet and the expeditionary force occupied
the capital of the kingdom, Tumlong.

Negotiations for a new treaty started at once. The new
treaty was signed on the 28th of March 1861 at Tumlong
which put Sikkim in a new relationship with the British Indian
government. - Actually it was Sidkeong Namgyal, the son and
the successor of Tsugphud who negotiated the treaty with
Ashley Eden. The Chogyal himself wasin Chumbi and de-
clined to return to his capital. Thereafter Sidkeong Namgyal

became the virtual ruler. Tsugphud died in 1863 and Sidkeong
succeeded him,



SEVEN

Under the Imperial Wings

The rebellion of 1857 brought about new dimensions to
British policy in India. With it the anachronism of a trading
company presiding over the destinies of the Indian multitudes
came to an end. The administration of the Indian empire
came directly under the British government in London. The
Governor-General came to be called the Viceroy who ruled as
the representative of the British crown.

The change in British policy in India was at once noticeable
in the context of the treaty with Sikkim of 1861, The British
under the East India Company would have certainly annexed
the territory to their Indian empire as advocated by Dr.
Campbell. But now under the crown they were sensitive to
being accused of territorial aggrandizement. But then it is
clear that with this treaty Sikkim had been brought on par
with the other native states.

Like the other Indian rulers of native states, thereafter
the Sikkim Chogyal also got invited to the occasional imperial
Durbars in Delhi. Considering its size and relative importance
a salute of 15 guns was also granted to the Maharaja. It is
also to be noted that about this time the title of Maha-
raja came to be in vogue with reference to the ruler of Sikkim.
The British recognized the successive consecrated Chogyals as
Maharajas in the pattern of the rulers of native states.

Sidkeong Namgyal
Tsugphud Namgyal married five times in succession besides
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keeping a concubine. The first two wives were sisters of the
Tashi lama of Tibet. The oldest surviving son and successor
Sidkeong Namgyal was born of his second wife. From his
last and fifth wife, Rani Menchi, was born Thotub Namgyal
who succeeded Sidkeong. From the concibine was born the
illegitimate daughter who married the Dewan Namguay and
illegitimate son Changzed Karpo who later, after the death
of his father Tsugphud, married his father’s widow Rani
Menchi. A son Thinley Namgyal was born out of his union
who later became a contender to the Sikkim Gaddj !

Born in 1819 A.D. Sidkeong Namgyal had been identified
as an incarnation. That made him not eligible to succeed
his father since he was to remain celibate and a lama ! But
necessary dispensation was obtained to absolve him of his vow
of celibacy when it became clear that there was no other
capable son of the old Chogyal who was acceptable to all the
sections of the people. And the precipitated British action
gave him no alternative but to renounce his priestly calling
and take up the role of a negotiator and an administrator.

He was 44 when he was consecrated Chogyal in 1863
although he had succeeded his father for all practical purposes
in 1861. He married the daughter of a Tibetan nobleman.

Soon after the treaty of Tumlong Dr. Campbell was repla-
ced by J.W. Edgar as deputy commissioner of Darjeeling.
By virtue of his office he came to be in charge of the political
relations with Sikkim. Sidkeong Namgyal remained friendly
with the British and he seemed to have pulled on very well
with Edgar. The period of his reign was perhaps the most
happy period of Anglo-Sikkim relations. Till his death
in April 1874 there was never any element of discord between

them.

After the restoration of normalcy by the treaty of Tumlong,
the British government started payment of the annual subsidy
of Rs. 6,000 forfeited in 1850 after the Campbell-Hooker
episode. In 1868 the amount was increased to Rs, 9,000, In
March 1873, the Chogyal Sidkeong visited Darjeeling to meet
Sir George Campbell, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.
That was the first time a Sikkim ruler had ever visited the
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British territory or met a high-ranking British administrator.

The main object of Sidkeong’s Darjeeling visit was to
request for an enhancement of the annual allowance to his
state from 9,000 to 12,000. The request was granted and
from 1873 the Sikkim’s yearly subsidy was increased to
Rs. 12,000. However, another request by the Maharaja for the
reorganization and training of his army under British auspices
was significantly turned down by the Governor.

One reason for the ready acceptance of the Chogyal’s
request for enhanced subsidy was that the British wanted to
use his good offices in its relations with Tibet. In fact one
of the conditions under which the subsidy was enhanced was
that the Maharaja should cxtend all possible help to. the
British in the opening and development of the trade with
Tibet.

As a follow-up measure Edgar was sent to Sikkim to study
the situation in the Sikkim-Tibet border. Amongst other
things he was also instructed to explore the possibility of
building a road connecting British India with Tibet through
Sikkim.

Edgar reported about the mechanizations of the Chinese
official called Amban in the frontier. The Chinese then
apparently had something of an undefined position in Tibet
which made it possible for them to successfully resist the
penetration of the British influence across the Himalayas.
The Sikkim Maharaja had been instructed by the Chinese not
to allow the British cross the frontier. That was how the
Chinese becamea factor in the relations between Sikkim and
Tibet. The British now over the head of both, approached
Peking for the strengthening of trade with Tibet !

Another finding that Edgar reported which gives a clue to
subsequent Tibetan estrangement with British policy is worth
noting. Edgar came to know that there was a wide-spread
feeling in Phari—the Himalayan valley adjoining Sikkim, that
the British were about to annex that area. The report says
that the people “‘were wearied, they say, of the oppressions of
the officials, and having seen, when on their way to Darjeeling

to trade, the prosperity of the countries which we had taken
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from Bhootan and Sikkim, they were anxious that we should
at once annex their country, as they had heard we meant to
do eventually” !

Thutob Namgyal

At the death of Sidkeong there was a scramble for succes-
sion. Sidkeong had no children. The nearest candidate
for succession was evidently Thutob who was his step-brother,
the son of Tsugphud by his fifth wife, Rani Menchi. Rani
Menchi, as we have seen elsewhere, after the death of
Tsugphud had been married to Changzed Karpo, the
illegitimate son of Tsugphud. The son by this marriage,
Thinley Namgyal, it appears, was considered a member of the
royal family fit for succession. In Sikkim this was nothing
unusual since they gave a healthy interpretation for illegi-
timacy !

Thutob Namgyal had a hare-lip which was considered to
be a sign of weak intelligence. So the Tibetan faction suppor-
ted the claim of Thinley Namgyal for succession. Dewan
_Namguay who was now resident in Chumbij valley after his
exile was naturally a supporter of Thinley’s candidature since
he was the son of his brother-in-law, Changzed Karpo. Rani
Menchi also seemed to have preferred the accession of Thinley,
possibly under pressure from the ex-Dewan who was still a
prominent figure in the Sikkim court in spite his banishment
from the country.

But the British came heavily in favour of Thutob. Edgar
thought that Thinley’s succession would endanger British
interests because it was sure to increase the influence of the
ex-Dewan in the country who was a confirmed enemy of the
British. And the paramount power’s chojce prevailed. Thu-
tob Namgyal was consecrated in 1874. In accordance with
the custom of the country he also married Sidkeong’s widow.

By this action the British demonstrated thejr paramount
position with regard to the internal and external affairs of
Sikkim. H.H. Riseley. who afterwards became the secretary
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to the Government of India commented with satisfaction:
“Not a whisper was heard on the frontier of the remonstrance
against this vigorous piece of kingmaking, and Tibet acquies-
ced silently in an act which struck at the roots of any claim
on her part to exercise a paramount influence in the affairs of
the Sikkim state.”

Subsequently in 1875 the then Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, Sir Richard Temple, visited Sikkim. And the road
from Darjeeling to the Tibetan frontier at Jelap pass was
completed in 1877.

The supremacy of the British in the affairs of Sikkim led
to another event which had far-reaching consequences on the
future course of the history of Sikkim. The British felt that
the proper exploitation of Sikkim’s potentials was not possible
with the meagre population it had. They thought that the
Nepalese who were well suited to live in the hills should be
encouraged to settle in Sikkim. It must be noted that their
settlement in Darjeeling had already attracted quite a large
number of Nepalese who worked in the flourishing tea-
gardens that had come up in the area. In the same they
encouraged the Nepalese to settle down in Sikkim,

Perhaps this policy was born out of more sinister motives.
Riseley wrote in the Gazetteer of Sikkim : “Most of all
our position will be strengthened by the change which is
insensibly but steadily taking place in the composition of
Sikkim. The Lepchas as had been stated, are rapidly dying
out; while from the west, the industrious Newars and Gorkhas
of Nepal are pressing forward to clear and cultivate large
areas of unoccupied land on which the European teaplanters
of Darjeeling have already cast longing eyes. The influx of
these hereditary cnemies of Tibet is our surest guarantee
against a revival of Tibetar} ipﬂuence.. I-Iere- a]so'rclig-ion will
play a leading part. In Sl.kklm, as in Indlg, Hinduism will
assuredly cast out Buddhism and.th'e praying wheel of the
Jama will give place to the sacrificial implements of the
Brahman. The land will f‘ollox.v the creed; the Tipetan pro-
prietors will gradually be dxqussessed, and will bgtakc
themselves to the petty trade for which they have an undeniable
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aptitude

However, the large-scale settlement of the industrious
Nepalese in the state brought about a reaction from the
Sikkimese, especially from those who were more attached
to the Tibetan faction of Dewan Namguay. Maharaja Thutob
visited Kalimpong in November 1878, to request Sir Ashley
Eden, the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to stop the
migration of Nepalese. The Lieutenant-Governor agreed to

restrict the settlement of Nepalese to the uninhabited lands of
South Sikkim only.

This arrangement however, did not satisfy the influential
section of the Sikkimese who were afraid of being replaced by
Nepali settlers and perhaps outnumbered by them. They were
active in fomenting trouble between the two communities and
skirmishes between the new-comers and the Bhotias became
very frequent. In 1880 there were largescale riots in Renok in
which the pontiff of Pemionchi monastery also seemed to have
taken active part,

The British government sent the Deputy Commissioner of
Darjeeling A.W. Paul to pacify of the two groups. Consequent-
ly an understanding was reached which was much to the
advantage of the settlers. Frustrated Thutob Namgyal went

to live in his favourite resortin Chumbi valley. Now there
was a swing in Sikkim towards Tibet,

A swing towards Tibet

Maharaja Thutob was already displeased with the British
handling of the question of Nepali settlers in his state. At
the top ofit, the death of his first wife, the widow Of
Sidkeong, made him an easy prey to the machinations of
Dewan Namguay and Rani Menchi whose illegitimate daughter
Namguay had married immediately after the death of his first
wife. A second marriage was arranged for Thutob by Rani
Menchi with a Tibetan noble’s daughter who was to be a joint
wife of both him and his step-brother Thinley. This was
allowed according to the customs of Tibet at the time,
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The joint bride, Yishey Dolma, was brought to Sikkim
by the co-husband Thinley. At first it appears that Thutob
was not very enthusiastic about the arrangement. But while in
Chumbi valley he came under her influence and fully
succumbed to her charm. Thereafter he was willing to play
second fiddle to the veteran ex-Dewan Namguay.

Namguay had enough prestige in the Tibetan capital to
turn the Tibetan government also anti-British. These anti-
British sentiments led to a fall in trade in the Sikkim-Tibet
border which worried the British. They sent the finance
secretary of the government of Bengal, Colman Macaulay, to
Sikkim in October 1884 to investizate the reason for the fall in
trade.

Macaulay met Maharaja Thutob but was unable to get
much information from him. Rather, he found him under the
influence of the Tibetan faction who were very anti-British.
In deference to the wishes of the Tibetan officials whom he
managed to meet Macaulay did not cross into Tibet. He un-
derstood from them that Tibet might be willing to come to terms
regarding the opening up of their country for trade—obviously
an obsession with the British—if China could be persuaded to

allow such a course. 5
On his return Macaulay suggested that a mission must be
sent to Tibet to thrash out the political and commercial
connections between the two countries. The British govern-
ment agreed to his suggestion and deputed him to be the
leader of the mission. Macaulay succeeded in getting a
passport to his contemplated mission from the Chinese autho-
rities in Peking. [Early in 1836 he began his preparations in
Darjeeling. At the same time the news reached that the
Tibetans were determined to oppose the entry of the mission
into their country with force if necessary. .Actually the
Tibetan army had taken up positions in the border. At the
face of Tibetan opposition the Macaulay mission was
abandoned.
No sooner had the mission been abandoned than the
betans abvanced about twenty miles into Sikkim across

o occupied a place called Lingtu, The British

Jelap La and






