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in Jarge numbers to enjoy the freedom of British India from the
neighbouring kingdoms of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim in all of
which slavery and forced labour was prevalent. There was
plenty of forest land and every encouragement was given to the
settlers. Later largescale plantation of high quality tea raised
the economic importance of the area.

Ad interlude of discord

It is evident that the deal for the cessation ofDarjeeling
was obtained by Lloyd with a certain amount o^ what may be
called high-handed diplomatic manoeuvres. Certainly he
was so very enthusiastic about this scheme for the development

as a hill station that he very often overshot his
authority and promised to the Sikkim Durbar far greater bene
fits than those that the East India Company was willing to
comply. The Sikkimese in consequence accused the British of
breach of trust.

The site had already been occupied by the British on the
strength of the deed. What the Chogyal got immediately in
return was a gift parcel—one double barrelled gun, one rifle
one 20 yards of red-broadcloth, two pairs of shawls, one of
superior variety and the other ofinferior variety.

When it came to the question of compensation the Sikkimese
found themselves faced with an unsympathetic superintendent
ofDarjeeling Dr. Campbell who lost no'time in disowning the
promises made by Lloyd. The subsequent communications
between Sikkim and the British about the compensation issue
only helped to create bad blood.

The Chogyal appealed in vain to the Governor-General
The Governor-General was unwilling to reopen the issue which
he considered had been settled. Only after a lot of graceless
bargaining the compensation was fixed at Rs. 3,000 which was
made payable from 1841, that is long after the British occupa
tion of, the territory. The Sikkimese became suspicious of
British intentions.

Nepal and Bhutan, alarmed by the British presence in their
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Himalayan outpost, blamed Sikkim for selling out to the foreign
ers. In 1844, the Chogyal had a clash with the powerful
Paro Penlop of Bhutan on this account. Again Tibet, perhaps
instigated by the Chinese, did not look favourably to the British
presence in the Sikkim Himalayas. It gave vent to its displea
sure by curtailing the grazing rights that the Sikkimese on the
border had always enjoyed in Tibet. It also refused to allow
the Chogyal unrestricted entry into Tibet which in the circumst
ances amounted to a social boycott of the Sikkimese court.

Meanwhile in Sikkim itself the pro-Tibetan Bhotia faction
had increased their power and prestige. The son of Tungyik
Menchoo, who was responsible for the murder of the Lepcha
leader Chandzod Bolek, was now the chief minister or the

Dewan. Having married an illegitimate daughter of Chogyal
Tsugphud, he had become very powerful in the state. Known
as Pagla Dewan or mad Dewan amongst the British, Dewan
Namguay was evidently very anti-British.

The Bhotias again considered the development of Darjeeling
as a free trading station where the Nepali and Lepcha migrants
had equal rights under British protection as an affront on their
traditional rights. Moreover, the presence of this British en
clave in the Sikkim territory created troubles. The Sikkimese
accused the British authorities there of harbouring runaway
slaves and criminals from Sikkim. On the other hand, the
British complained that the Sikkimese gave refuge to criminals
from British India.

Perhaps the personality of Dr. Campbell also had something
to do with the worsening of Anglo-Sikkim relations. As
superintendent of Darjeeling he was in direct charge of the East
India Company's relations with Sikkim. Being a qualified
doctor, he was unequal to the task which needed considerable
diplomatic skill. Unfortunately for him, the Sikkimese were
in no mood to be friendly with the British and especially with
him after the reallotment of Ontoo hill to Nepal. By an earlier
decision based on the findings of Lloyd this hill feature had
been given to Sikkim. The reversal of the decision had come
after an appeal by Nepal against the decision, and it had come
on a re-examination of the caseby Dr. Campbell. No^onder,
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the Sikkimese looked upon him with suspicion.
In 1848 a distinguished botanist Dr. Hooker wanted to tour

Sikkim to make a botanical exploration of the region. Sikkim
under Dewan Namguay tried to withhold the necessary permis
sion, but on pressure from Dr. Campbell finally relented.

The very next year Dr. Hooker was making a tour of
Sikkim when Dr, Campbell himself joined him. Dr. Campbell
wanted to meet the Chogyal Tsugphud Namgyal personally.
But he couJd not because of Dewan Namguay. Then the
Doctor seemed to have taken the law into his own hands. He,
accompanied with Dr. Hooker, proceeded to the Chola pass in
the Tibetan frontier and crossed into Chumbi valley ofTibet
which he wanted to investigate as a possible route for trade
with Tibet.

They were met by Tibetan soldiers who refused to allow
them to proceed further. The Tibetans escorted them back to
the Sikkim frontier where they were put under arrest by the
Sikkimese authorities on the 7th of November 1849. However
a British ultimatum forced the release ofHooker and Campbell
on the 9th of December after over a month's detention in-
Sikkim.

Now the British government began to take a series ofreta
liatory measures. First they annexed Morung which had been
previously gifted to Sikkim on the conclusion of the Titalia
treaty. With it they also occupied the hill tracts around
Darjeelmg bounded by the Little Ranjit in the north, by the
Great Ranjit and Tista in the east and by Nepal in the west.

These annexations made Darjeeling contiguous with British
Indian districts of Purnea and Rangpur in the plains Since
Darjeeling remained no longer an enclave in Sikkim, it cut off
Sikkim from access to the plains except through British terri
tory. Apart from these territorial annexations the British East
India Company also suspended the payment of annual compen
sation of 6,000 rupees to Sikkim.

Morung was a fertile area which was responsible for a
considerable part of the revenue of the Sikkim state. Its an
nexation was a big blow to Sikkim. Coupled with this the
discontinuation of the annual compensation subsidy reduced

I
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the Chogyal Tsugphud Namgyal to extreme financial distress.
He tried to appease the British by dismissing the anti-British
Dewan Namguay. He was banished to Tibet. Tsugphud
followed this up with a mercy petition to the Government of
India for the renewal and enhancement of his allowance.

The British refused to countenance any such petition and
continued their policy of injured innocence. This led to an
intensification of Anglo-Sikkim tension which eventually led to
the armed conflict a decade later.

The Treaty of 1861

The events following the arrest and detention of Dr. Camp
bell and Dr. Hooker led to an irredeemable cleavage in Anglo-
Sikkim relations. The British intransigence made the Chogyal
Tsugphud turn more and more towards Tibet and the Tibetan
faction in his own country. Namguay was recalled from his
banishment and was appointed the Dewan again.

The Chogyal was already too old to govern the country
himself and retired to his favourite Chumbi valley of Tibet.
His eldest son was already an incarnate monk and took little
interest in the afl^airs of the state. The administrative authority
almost entirely came to reston the anti-British Dewan Namguay.
The British watched these developments with alarm. Perhaps
they would have acted earlier if it were not for the rebellion in
India in 1857.

In March 1859 Namguay sent a deputation to the British
government in India demanding the payment of an annual sub
sidy of Rs. 12,000 or alternatively the restoration of the
Sikkimese territory annexed in 1850. The tone of the demand
was so harsh that the British took it as an affront on their
prestige and they demanded an apology. This was ignored.
The Sikkimese were now banned from having any contact with
Darjeeling by an order of Dewan Namguay thereby retarding
the progress of the British hill station.

Raids in British territory by Sikkimese, spuriously encouag-
ed by the authorities, became more frequent. 'In March 1860
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in a more than ordinary outrageous raid the Sikkimese kid
napped two women. The raiders eventually turned out to be
the relatives of Dewan Namguay. In April and May of the
same year two more cases of kidnapping took place from
British India.

Exasperated the deputy commissioner Doctor Campbell
sent an ultimatum demanding the restoration of the kidnapped
persons, compensation to those who had been plundered and
the arrest and the surrender of the kidnappers and plunderers.
This was accompanied by a warning that if Sikkim failed to
respond, the territory lying to the west of the river Great
Ranjit and north of Little Ranjit would be occupied by the
British.

Failing to get any satisfactory answer ofthe ultimatum Dr.
ampbell marched into Sikkim and occupied Rinchingpong in

November 1860. But he was pushed back by a large Sikkimese
orw. Dr. Campbell had to make a hurried retreat to his base

m Darjeeling.
After this defeat the British could not have kept up their

paramount position in the area without vindicating their mili-
ary superiority. Immediately preparations began for a full-

scale military expedition to the mountain kingdom.
expedition was colonel J. C. Gawler.

rnm ^^companicd it as special envoy and political
FebrrrTr86i Jh' Darjeeling on the first of
Namonav fl A opposition. Dewan
the can't i f expeditionary force occupiedthe capital of the kingdom, Tumlong.

whirh ni t March 1861 at Tumlong
aovprnmpnt^ ™ ^^ew relationship with the British Indian
the successor orSphur
AcTii^,, Ti. who negotiated the treaty with

r!r t himself was in Churabi and de-
h th *1 Thereafter Sidkeong Namgyalbecame the virtual ruler. Tsugphud died in 1863 and Sidkeong
succeeded mm.

t

SEVEN

Under the Imperial Wings

The rebellion of 1857 brought about new dimensions to
British policy in India. With it the anachronism of a trading
company presiding over the destinies of the Indian multitudes
came to an end. The administration of the Indian empire
came directly under the British government in London. The
Governor-General came to be called the Viceroy who ruled as
the representative of the British crown.

The change in British policy in India was at once noticeable
in the context of the treaty with Sikkim of 1861. The British
under the East India Company would have certainly annexed
the territory to their Indian empire as advocated by Dr.
Campbell. But now under the crown they were sensitive to
being accused of territorial aggrandizement. But then it is
clear that with this treaty Sikkim had been brought on par
with the other native states.

Like the other Indian rulers of native states, thereafter
the Sikkim Chogyal also got invited to the occasional imperial
Durbars in Delhi. Considering its sizeand relative importance
a salute of 15 guns was also granted to the Maharaja. It is
also to be noted that about this time the title of Maha
raja came to be in vogue with reference to the ruler of Sikkim.
The British recognized the successive consecrated Chogyals as
Maharajas in the pattern of the rulers of native states.

Sidkeong Namgyal
Tsugphud Namgyal married five times in succession besides





68 THE HIMALAYAN GATEWAY

keeping a concubine. The first two wives were sisters of the
Tashi lama of Tibet. The oldest surviving son and successor
Sidkeong Namgyal was born of his second wife. From his
last and fifth wife, Rani Menchi, was born Thotub Namgyal
who succeeded Sidkeong. From the concubine was born the
illegitimate daughter who married the Dewan Namguay and
illegitimate son Changzed Karpo who later, after the death
of his father Tsugphud, married his father's widow Rani
Menchi. A son Thinley Namgyal was born out of his union
who later became a contender to the Sikkini Gaddi!

Born in 1819 A.D. Sidkeong Namgyal had been identified
as an incarnation. That made him not eligible to succeed
his father since he was to remain celibate and a lama ! But
necessary dispensation was obtained to absolve him of his vow
of celibacy when it became clear that there was no other
capable son of the old Chogyal who was acceptable to all the
sections of the people. And the precipitated British action
gave him no alternative but to renounce his priestly calling
and take up the role of a negotiator and an administrator.

He was 44 when he was consecrated Chogyal in 1863
although he had succeeded his father for all practical purposes
in 1861. He married the daughter of a Tibetan nobleman.

Soon after the treaty of Tumlong Dr. Campbell was repla
ced by J.W. Edgar as deputy commissioner of Darjeeling.
By virtue of his office he came to be in charge of the political
relations with Sikkim. Sidkeong Namgyal remained friendly
with the British and he seemed to have pulled on very well
with Edgar. The period of his reign was perhaps the most
happy period of Anglo-Sikkim relations. Till his death
in April 1874 there was never any element of discord between
them.

After the restoration of normalcy by the treaty of Tumlong,
the British government started payment of the annual subsidy
ofRs. 6,000 forfeited in 1850 after the Campbell-Hooker
episode. In 1868 the amount was increased to Rs. 9,000. In
March 1873, the Chogyal Sidkeong visited Darjeeling to meet
Sir George Campbell, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.
That was the first time a Sikkim ruler had ever visited the
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British territory or met a high-ranking British administrator.
The main object of Sidkeong's Darjeeling visit was to

request for an enhancement oT the annual allowance to his
state from 9,000 to 12,000. The request was granted and
from 1873 the Sikkim's yearly subsidy was increased to
Rs. 12,000. However, another request by the Maharaja for the
reorganization and training of his army under British auspices
was significantly turned down by. the Governor.

One reason for the ready acceptance of the Chogyal's
request for enhanced subsidy was that the British wanted to
use his good offices in its relations with Tibet. In fact one
of the conditions under which the subsidy v/as enhanced was
that the Maharaja should extend all possible help to the
British in the opening and development of the trade with
Tibet.

As a follow-up measure Edgar was sent to Sikkim to study
the situation in the Sikkim-Tibet border. Amongst other
things he was also instructed to explore the possibility of
building a road connecting British India with Tibet through
Sikkim.

Edgar reported about the mechanizations of the Chinese
official called Amban in the frontier. The Chinese then
apparently had something of an undefined position in Tibet
which made it possible for them to successfully resist the
penetration of the British influence across the Himalayas.
The Sikkim Maharaja had been instructed by the Chinese not
to allow the British cross the frontier. That was how the
Chinese became a factor in the relations between Sikkim and
Tibet. The British now over the head of both, approached
Peking for the strengthening of trade with Tibet !

Another finding that Edgar reported which gives a clue to
subsequent Tibetan estrangement with British policy isworth
noting. Edgar came to know that there was a wide-spread
feeling in Phari—the Himalayan valley adjoining Sikkim, that
the British were about to annex that area. The report says
that the people "were wearied, they say, of the oppressions of
the officials, and having seen, when on their way to Darjeeling
to trade, the prosperity of the countries which we had taken
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aptitude" !

However, the large-scale settlement of the industrious
Nepalese in the state brought about a reaction from the
Sikklmese, especially from those who were more attached
to the Tibetan faction of Dewan Namguay. Maharaja Thutob
visited Kalimpong in November 1878, to request Sir Ashley
Eden, the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to stop the
migration of Nepalese. The Lieutenant-Governor agreed to
restrict the settlement of Nepalese to the uninhabited lands of
South Sikkim only.

This arrangement however, did not satisfy the influential
section of the Sikkimese who were afraid of being replaced by
Nepali settlers and perhaps outnumbered by them. They were
active in fomenting trouble between the two communities and
skirmishes between the newcomers and the Bhotias became
very frequent. In 1880 there were largcscale riots in Renok in
which the pontiff of Pemionchi monastery also seemed to have
taken active part.

The British government sent the Deputy Commissioner of
Darjeeiing A.W. Paul to pacify of the two groups. Consequent
ly an understanding was reached which was much to the
advantage of the settlers. Frustrated Thutob Namgyal went
to live in his favourite resort in Chumbi valley. Now there
was a swing in Sikkim towards Tibet.

A swing towards Tibet

Maharaja Thutob was already displeased with the British
handling of the question of Nepali settlers in his state. At
the top ofit, the death of his first wife, the widow of
Sidkeong, made him an easy prey to the machinations of
Dewan Namguay and Rani Menchi whose illegitimate daughter
Namguay had married immediately after the death of his first
wife. Asecond marriage was arranged for Thutob by Rani
Menchi with a Tibetan noble's daughter who was to be a joint
wife of both him and his step-brother Thinley. This was
allowed according to the customs of Tibet at the time.

•
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The joint bride, Yishey Dolma, was brought to Sikkim
by the co-husband Thinley. At first it appears that Thutob
was not very enthusiastic about the arrangement. But while m
Chumbi valley he came under her influence and fully
succumbed to her charrai. Thereafter he was willing to play
second fiddle to the veteran ex-Dewan Namguay.

Namguay had enough prestige in the Tibetan capital to
turn the Tibetan government also anti-British. These anti-
British sentiments led to a fall in trade in the Sikkim-Tibet
border which worried the British. They sent the finance
secretary of the government of Bengal, Colman Macaulay, to
Sikkim in October 1884 to investigate the reason for the fall in
trade.

Macaulay met Maharaja Thutob but was unable to get
much information from him. Rather, he found him under the
influence of the Tibetan faction who were very anti-Bntish.
In deference to the wishes of the Tibetan
managed to meet Macaulay did not cross mto Tibet. He un
derwood from them that Tibet might be wil mg to come to ternas
t aXg the opening up of their country for trade-obviously
an obsesLn wfth the British-if China could be persuaded to
allow such a course.

On his return Macaulay suggested that amission must be
♦ to Tibet to thrash out the political and commercialsent to. Tibet to tn

rnT' ^r-ci 'o his suggestion and deputed him to be the
f j the mission. Macaulay succeeded m gettmg a

oort to his contemplated mission from the Chinese autho-
'•? nPeking Early in 18S6 he began his preparations inntiesinP S reached that the
Darjeehng. j ^ oppose the entry of the mission

countTwith force if necessary. .Actually theinto their positions in the border. At the
Macaulay mission was

abandon mission been abandoned than the

^°°uvanced about twenty miles into Sikkim across
IS" £o»pi.d. pi.» »«•<> ™





' I*v» »•

li.

rrsi !r^

''is ' ';•}

, ^ '''''''̂ ; V;.
• •!•'• wv .'. ' . v. •':VV .'.v- ••I'.' WV, 1: . . Ji I

l\* •• • « •• y» ^ •

iWvlT

•.I' -..••s::

f. - fite
Ih '•

••

•-iv./• • •• ''.V', ' ',,,,! ,\;''vV/.•/Vj

^s4iiliilll|fts •!
Ijii j Isil iW JV?i?lii| i it H i;Ri .iU-: J '̂;^::.:4 '
i w Ml ;«:''':i''!:';' i;' ,i'i'' vi .1 k.'S'Msi '̂ 1'.'Jfi^v !|;; (ik':-!-;vi nr^.;*! .-U'11,- H','! v-'-i1' >1 v'l'lliliillSjfc^ i'li i';l|ii'iji I;|i''''''''• llllll;i|l!iS'•••'J.'•

&;ii M i ; ! itelwE WIS s i'l' f«' 11 ''Wit t'i- li''!.:'> •' i!'!'}! i tl' ti i K? i •

iBijiiillliirf
lifsiiifepgite

• >i

- -Vv'

'\^^?lHK^aEHWvA«v''.Q '

^ •••• •.•-•-"r'a, •

B


