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NOTE ON ORTHOGRAPHY

Throughout this book I have attempted to maintain consistency in the
transliteration of Tibetan words. Unfortunately there exists no consen-
sus within the field of Tibetan and Himalayan studies for translitera-
tion conventions, besides the obvious usage of the Wylie system. I have
thus decided to use the following conventions, which I must reiterate
are far from universally accepted amongst the academic community.
All proper names (places, people and titles) have been presented with
the capitalisation of the initial and not the radical (ming gzhi); with the
exception of commonly known terms and place names such as Lhasa,
Gangtok, Zhigatse, Chumbi etc., where I have used a phonetic spelling.
I have also reproduced names of colleagues or informants according
to their preferred spellings. Another exception are those words that
begin with an a chung prefix, in which case the next letter is capital-
ised e.g. "Jigs med. In the case where the individual’s name is prefaced
with a title e.g. Lha btsun, the initial of the title but not of the other
names will be capitalised with one exception: Chos rgyal, which will be
capitalised except where it forms part of quoted text. Tibetan literary
works have been italicised and the initial is capitalised, and all other
terms (including clan names) have been italicised without capitalisa-
tion, except when they form the start of a sentence.

There are a number of cases, where alternative spellings are found in
literary sources. For these terms (e.g. Mi dpon rab/rabs) I have chosen
a single spelling throughout; however, I have presented the alternative
spellings for such names or terms with the first appearance of the term
in this book. This is a particular problem with proper names of Lepcha
origin, which often appear in many variants and so follow the same
guidelines for alternative Tibetan spellings. When quoting from a text
with a variant spelling I place the spelling used in this book in square
brackets e.g. de nas yog sam [Yog bsam] nor bu sgang du byon.

For the presentation of Tibetan material I have used two conventions.
First, passages which appear in the main text are unedited and are thus
consistent with the original source. Where there are orthographical
errata 1 have placed corrections in footnotes. Second, passages which
appear in footnotes are unedited. This is to avoid cumbersome foot-
notes while the nature and composition of errors are in any case often
apparent through the translations or from the context.



xviii NOTE ON ORTHOGRAPHY

Sanskrit terms are represented using the International Alphabet of
Sanskrit Transliteration. Proper names (e.g. Nagarjuna, Mahayana,
Vajrapani etc.) and important nouns (such as Buddha, Bodhisattva,
and Tathagata etc.) appear with capitalisation and no italics; all other
terms, unless they form part of a title, are in italics and without capi-
talisation (e.g. mandala, dharmaraja, dakini).
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Sikkim, although small compared to its neighbours, commands an
important geographical position. Not only does Sikkim straddle a
significant and ancient trade route between Tibet in the North and
India to the South it also lies between the two historic forces of the
sub-Himalaya: Nepal and Bhutan. This location along a Himalayan
crossroads has been, historically, both a blessing and a curse for Sik-
kim and its people. Whilst Sikkim profited from trade with all of its
neighbours its favourable location has also been a desirable prize for
its stronger neighbours to both the east and the west. As a result of
this the history of Sikkim is not a peaceful one. Instead it is charac-
terised by, almost, continual warfare with either Nepal (following the
establishment of the Gorkha kingdom) or Bhutan. As such the his-
tory of Sikkim, like most states, is intertwined with the histories of
its neighbours. Events that play a prominent role in the histories of
other states of the Tibetan and Himalayan region also are significant
in the history of Sikkim. Many specialists of Tibet and the Himalaya
know that Sikkim is considered as a sbas yul, a hidden land, theoreti-
cally and spiritually separated from the world at large. Yet contrary to
the theoretical model of the sbas yul (as discussed below), interaction
between Sikkim and the wider region was prevalent. Many specialists,
for example, may be unaware of the extent of Sikkimese involvement
in the Sino-Nepalese War 1788-1792 or the impact of the Dzungar
invasion of Tibet on the religious and political history of Sikkim. Both
these events were significant in the history of Tibet and it is Tibet that
provides the backdrop for much of Sikkimese history and culture.
Sikkim is part of the “Tibetan’ region that falls outside the political
and geographical boundaries of Tibet. Whilst the precise nature of the
qualities that unites these, often very different, regions has been debated
and contested by academics, Sikkim has to be understood within the
wider Tibetan context. As illustrated above and discussed in more
detail in the pages that follow, Sikkimese history cannot be divided
from Tibetan history. Much that made Sikkim a state was conceived
in Tibet, least of all the concept of the sbas yul. Yet more than the

obvious religious and linguistic similarities, the political theories and
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practices are distinctly “Tibetan’. Whether it be the concept of divine
kingship, the unified system of religion and politics, or the writing
of legal and administrative documents, all have Tibetan antecedents,
even if, like the religion of Sikkim, they have developed a ‘Sikkimese’
quality. Despite all these similarities Sikkim is not Tibet, and—as many
Sikkimese people state—the Sikkimese are not Tibetans.

Today, Sikkim is an extremely diverse state in the Indian Union,
home to numerous different Himalayan peoples with different cultures
and religions. In part this situation is a testament to Sikkim’s geo-
political location as a meeting place for the different peoples of the
Tibetan and Himalayan regions, yet it is also indicative of the colonial
history of Sikkim and the socio-political engineering policies of the
British Raj. In more recent years migration from Nepal has continued
with people fleeing their homeland in search of more profitable lives
or an escape from the recent civil war in Nepal. Whilst the current
ethnic demographics of Sikkim remain complex, it is safe to say that
Sikkim has always been a multi-ethnic region. From some of the earli-
est written documents of Sikkim references are made to three different
and clearly identifiable ethnic groups: the Lho po or Tibeto-Sikkimese

(of Tibetan origin), the Lepcha or Rong (who have resided in Sikkim
since pre-historic times—for details see the sect

tion of Sikkim later in this chapter), and the
straddles the border regions of mod
part makes Sikkim distinct from Tib
some monolithic entity with a sing]
that the orientation and cultural leg
of Sikkim is different from Tibet.

Sikkim_ is also different from Tibet in 2 number of other ways. In
tl}e f.:ll'St‘ instance unlike the arid conditions of the Tibetan plateau,
Sikkim is at a lower elevation than Tibet and receives more than its

fair share of the annual South-Asian monsoons, This has made Sikkim

ion on early inhabita-
Limbu (a group which
ern Sikkim and Nepal). This in
et. That is not to say that Tibet is
e “Tibetan” ethnic group. It is just
acies of the different ethnic groups

f . i
poses. The fertility of Sikkim has had :lrl Ciz?;;rc:c:)fl:han? ozlhf:tllrt)llll;e
.?f the region t? such an extent that the old phrase fgr EI‘?};,etans as
Tsampa eaters”, has little meaning for the Sikkimese who. even prior
to the introduction of terraced rice cultivation by N 1'0,' . iorants
in the nineteenth century, were, .

: according to the records available;
prolific consumers of rice and wheat. Complementing the abundance
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of agricultural produce, Sikkim also benefits from wild herbs, medici-
nal plants, and bamboo groves from which a variety of utensils are
made. In part the geography and food culture of Sikkim is closer to
that of Bhutan and Nepal than that of Tibet.

Bhutan and Nepal (following the establishment of the Gorkha king-
dom) have had a huge impact on Sikkim, its people and history. Con-
tacts between the people of, what are now, Bhutan and Nepal and
Sikkim stretch back centuries. During the formative years of the state,
Bhutanese Lamas and officials were present in the Sikkimese court and
endowments were made to Lamas living in Sikkim by the local rulers
of Nepal. In addition, with the westward expansion of Sikkim many
Kiranti communities and political entities of eastern Nepal became tied
to Sikkim through annual tribute. Yet the hold of the Sikkimese throne
over its territory was tenuous at best, largely due to an aggressive and
dominant aristocratic class. This weakness in the organisational struc-
tures of Sikkim has left Sikkim open to attack from Nepal and Bhutan,
with both countries being successful on a number of occasions.

Unfortunately these events and wider aspects of Sikkimese history
have not been adequately studied by historians of Tibet and the Hima-
laya, when compared with other areas of the Tibetan region. This has
been due to a number of problems, including lack of access to histori-
cal sources, logistical problems such as obtaining visas and permits to
conduct research in Sikkim and technical problems such as inadequate
language training, As such, with the notable exclusion of Schuh and
Dargyab (1978), the study of Sikkim and its history has always come
second place to the study of wider Tibetan or Himalayan historical
themes, such as British involvement in Tibet (Lamb 1986 and McKay
1997) or studies of Bhutanese or Nepalese history. A few articles have
been published on elements of Sikkimese history (Rose 1990, Rock
1953) but even these have been based, not on original Sikkimese sources
written in Tibetan, but on English translations of "Bras ljongs rgyal rabs
(BGR). Fortunately things are beginning to change. Besides this book,
a number of articles have been written on Sikkimese history based on
indigenous Tibetan sources, a revised edition of Kazi Dawa Samdup’s
translation of BGR is currently being completed by John Ardussi and
Per Sorensen, and with Alex McKay’s recent contributions on the Brit-
ish period in Sikkim (McKay 2004 and in press) these works all add to
our knowledge of Sikkimese history. In addition to the recent works
mentioned above it is hoped that this book will also offer a significant
contribution to our understanding of Sikkimese history.
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This book, however, is not intended to re-write Sikkimese history.
Such an ambitious project can only be undertaken once we have an
understanding of Sikkimese historiography. For this reason, amongst
others that will become apparent in the following chapters, this book
is centred on the theme of identifying significant historical sources
and comparing them with later Sikkimese historiography. Therefore,
the prime focus for this work is to address the apparent contradictions
found within Sikkimese historiography, regarding the formation of the
Sikkimese state; through the careful study and analysis of contempo-
rary primary sources. Indeed in numerous histories of Sikkim written
more recently there is a marked contrast in the interpretation of early
Sikkimese statehood with sources actually written during the period

in which the Sikkimese state appeared. The debate surrounds tl
cise date and events of the coronation of

Chos rgyal: Phun tshogs rnam rgyal. In lat
enthronement of the first Sikkimese king i
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of the prophetical tradition surrounding t
and wisdom of Guru Rinpoche.' The pri
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Throughout this book a number of events, actors and themes will be
introduced, which relate to the establishment of sate structures, in the
form of Buddhist and ‘secular’ institu

. tions. These include the devel-
opment of State infrastructure; the introduction of social and politi-

' For details of this story see 'Brqs liongs rgyal rabs (hereafter BGR): 37-42.
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cal stratification, tax collection and an agricultural economy based of
Tibetan principles of land tenure. These systems were subsumed under
an established and recognised royal lineage, which did not appear as
the result of the arrival of Tibetan lamas as proposed in historical nar-
ratives such a BGR, but through conflict and alliance. Indeed during
the early years of the Sikkimese royal dynasty, there were a number of
competing assertions of power by both Limbu (Sikkimese: Gtsong) and
Lepcha (Sikkimese: Mon) groups.”

The reasons for the production of such a ‘history’ of Sikkim, will be
one of the main foci of this book, yet at this time, given the infancy
of studies of Sikkimese history and problems with the identification of
source material, it is not possible to provide a comprehensive revision
of seventeenth century events. However, I shall present a number of
key possibilities which may lead, in the future, to a closer examination
of this important period in Sikkimese history. Through the assessment
of contemporary sources [ will present two major issues, which may
have contributed to the development of an orthodox historiography
of Sikkim, and shall also highlight a number of events, not found in
later Sikkimese works, which lead to the possible assumption that later
Sikkimese historiography was manufactured on the basis of serious

political and religious concerns.

1. EARLY INHABITATION OF SIKKIM AND THE
LEPCHA MIGRATIONS

Before moving on to other issues relevant to the argument in this
book, it may prove useful to give an overview of early human inhabi-
tation in Sikkim and the migrations of the Lepcha in particular. Over
the past forty years a number of interesting archaeological discoveries
have been made in Sikkim. The first publication of archaeological finds
was in 1969, when Sikkim was still an independent country, by two
Indian archaeologists N.R. Banerjee and J.L. Sharma. In that article
published in the journal Ancient Nepal only one specimen was from
Sikkim, a slate chisel, with the remainder of the finds from Nepal.

2 This refers to the signing of the document, known locally as the Lho Mon tshong
gsum agreement. This document is a legal charter, dated 1663, in which all members
of the three communities of Sikkim swear to uphold the law and accept the single
government of Phun tshogs rnam rgyal (see chapter six pages 140-146).
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The Sikkimese chisel was found in Odhare, near modern Rumtek,
which is more famously known as the exiled seat of the Karmapa. The
chisel was dated by Banerjee and Sharma to the period 1000-200BC.
The date range given by those two scholars appears to be ridiculously
recent, particularly when they identified similarities between these
tools and those found in Assam and the Brahmaputra basin, which are
considered to typically represent the Indian Eastern Neolithic cultural
assemblage, which in more recent years has been dated more realisti-
cally as being around 10,000-5,000BC.

Since the late 1960s, more numerous finds have been made in Sik-
kim. Neolithic tools have been found from the following places in
Sikkim: Barpak, Gnon, Gor-terang Gytong, Lingden, Linkyong, Ling-
don, Manshitong, Sangdong, Sankalong, Terang in North Sikkim
and Shamshing, Pakhyong® in East Sikkim. In 2004 a team of Indian
archaeologists led by P.K. Mishra, visited Sikkim where he and his
team excavated 29 Neolithic sites and found over 100 stone tools. His
findings were later published in 2008 under the title Archaeological
explorations in Sikkim. In that book he noted two important points.
The first was that his findings noted a distinct technological develop-

ment in the production of tools, from chipped tools to polished and
ground tools such as the polished stone

Neolithic period. The second ke

He argued that the finds in
origin for the North Sikkim N
that the earlier chipped tools s
in South-East Asia, in particu
these tools to around 10,000-

axe; a characteristic tool of the
Y point was one of comparison.

Sikkim point to two possible points of
eolithic cultural assemblage. He noted
hared characteristics with similar finds
lar the Hoabinhian culture, and dates
8,000BC. According to Mishra the later
hich are dated between 8,000-4,000BC,

e Tibeto-B : ith
archaeological fid i Sichy urman language family, wi
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and South-East Asia in order to propose a theoretical model of the
migration patterns of ancient Tibeto-Burmans.*

Van Driem locates the Tibeto-Burman heart-land in the region of
modern Yunnan and Sichuan provinces, which he terms the centre
of gravity for Tibeto-Burman languages. He goes on to state that this
heartland roughly corresponds to the Sichuian Mesolithic and Neolithic
cultural assemblages, which dates to ¢.11,500-2,000BC. He states that
according to linguistic evidence the first division of the Tibeto-Bur-
man language family was into what he terms as Eastern and Western
Tibeto-Burman. However, based on van Driem’s various subsequent
writings on Tibeto-Burman linguistic phylogeny, it is obvious that he
intends what he once called “Western Tibeto-Burman” to be a col-
lection of subgroups encompassing Brahmaputran and probably a
number of other Tibeto-Burman groups in the Northeast of the Sub-
continent. Through comparison of Mesolithic finds in both Sichuan
and the Brahmaputra valley, and some northern sites in Burma and
South-East Asia, he argues, based on the work of a number of archae-
ologists (Dani 1960: 76, Chéng 1959, Chang 1965 and Wheeler 1959),
that the similarity of the technology and materials used to craft tools
have been found in sites from those regions, suggesting a cultural
affinity between early Mesolithic to early Neolithic Sichuan material
culture and the South-East Asian and Indian Eastern Neolithic cul-
tural assemblage. In particular he focuses on the appearance of the
shouldered celt and faceted ground axe in Indian Eastern Neolithic
culture and the use of Jadeite in the production of tools: a material
not found in South-East Asia or the Brahmaputra valley. Van Driem
argues that this suggests a strong connection to the Sichuan Neolithic
culture from which this technology originates. He concludes that the
Western Tibeto-Burmans migrated to the Brahmaputra basin and
from there expanded to parts of South-East Asia and the Assamese
hills. This seems to suggest that whilst the first inhabitants of Sikkim
may have migrated from the Brahmaputra basin, their own ancestors

migrated to the Brahmaputra basin from Sichuan.

+ Driem has argued, as far back as 1997, that the Sino-Tibetan language family
model needed to be discarded on the basis of evidence which shows that Sinetic
ged from the Tibeto-Burman family and not vice versa. This argu-

1 : er, i .
o iy o d by some linguists in the field of Sino-Tibetan and Tibeto-Burman

ment is conteste
linguistics.
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Meanwhile the Eastern Tibeto-Burmans migrated northwards to
Gansu region. Van Driem argues that the north China civilisations
of Péiliging and Gansu originated from Sichuan. He argues this by
stating that the other predominant cultures of China in the Mesolithic
period seem unlikely candidates as the forerunner of these northern
cultures as these cultures in northern China were characterised by pol-
ished stone and cord-marked pottery, which have not been found nor
associated with Mesolithic hunter-gatherer communities in the other
cultural regions associated with China such as Manchuria, Mongolia,
and Chinese Turkestan. Van Driem argues that it is from the Péiliging
and Gansu regions that the Sino-Bodic languages emerge.

The Yingshdo Neolithic culture (5500-2700BC) succeeded the
Péiliging culture on the North China plain and the Mijiayéo Neolithic

(3900-1700BC) succeeded in Eastern Gansti and parts of Qinghai. The

Yangshdo and Mijiaydo cultures were more advanced than their pre-
decessors but we

re still an extension of the previous cultures rather
than a new migration from a different cultural zone or a new distinct
culture. In turn from these two cultures, van Driem argues, there were
further migrations, caused in all likelihood by the climatic change that
occurred during the middle Neolithjc period. This climatic change may
have led to the scarcity of food and resources which in turn served as a
push factor in the migration of the Yangshdo and Mijiaydo cultures.
The Majiaydo culture migrated both west from Gansu along the
Asian trade routes and across the Himalaya to establish the later

iaydc POINtNg 10 Lepcha in particular, which on
nate position in Tibeto-Burman family with

much earlier migration
from Kashmir across the

Himalayan belt.
Van Driem provides t

he estimate that the ancestors of the Lepchas
imalaya in the third or fourth Millennia BCs
corresponding roughly

to the end of the later Neolithic finds dated
8,000-4,000BC by Mishra in his recent book. Whether this suggests



INTRODUCTION 9

that the proto-Lepchas dominated the people of the North Sikkim
Cultural Assemblage, or whether they incorporated them into their
culture is almost impossible to determine. Similarly it is not altogether
clear whether the proto-Lepcha themselves originated from the Sichuan
or Mijiayao Cultural Assemblages though the indication is, as far as
van Driem has stated, that the proto-Lepcha form part of the early
Southerly movement from the Mdjiaydo cultural assemblage. If that is
indeed the case it seems to suggest that the Tibeto-Sikkimese and the
Lepcha share an ancient and distant ancestry as the origins of the peo-
ple speaking central Bodish languages such as Lho skad (Sikkimese)
are also to be found in the southerly migrations from Mijiayao.
From this evidence it seems clear that Sikkim has been inhabited
since pre-historic times, and that the Lepchas too have resided in the
Sikkimese hills from at least c. 5000BC. However, the dominant forma-
tive narrative of Sikkim is grounded in developments that took place
in historical times. This narrative of Sikkim is not only grounded in
the Tibetan Buddhist tradition but specifically within the theoretical
framework of the gter ma and hidden land traditions, and it is these

traditions that I will now turn to.

2. GTER MA AND THE IDENTIFICATION OF SIKKIM

The importance of the gter ma tradition in Sikkim and its history can-
not be understated. It was ultimately the gter ma tradition, in particu-
lar the ‘discoveries’ of Rig ’dzin rgod Idem can (1337-1408) that gave
Sikkim its name: 'Bras mo ljongs. Prior to Rig 'dzin rgod ldem can
Sikkim was indistinguishable from the rest of the southern Himalaya,

being defined by the toponyms lho yul, lho mon, mon yul etc. Yet
more important than the identification of Sikkim, was the creation

of Sikkim as a sbas yul, a hidden land blessed, according to Rig ’dzin
rgod ldem can, by Guru Rinpoche who came to Sikkim and set it apart
from the mundane world as a worldly paradise for the practice of Bud-
dhism when the religion came under threat elsewhere. The idea of the

sbas yul has been the subject of numerous writings (Diemberger 1996,
Sadar-Afkhami 2001, Lhundup 2001, Rigzin Ngodup 1998 and 2000
etc.) and it is worth discussing some of these points briefly.

5 See Nyi ma Bzang po’s biography of Rig 'dzin rgod Idem can for details of the life

and discoveries of this lama.
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The idea of the sbas yul, which appears as a uniquely Tibetan phe-
nomenon actually, according to Sadar-Afkhami (2001: 6), has its ori-
gins in Indian tantric literature and the identification of holy or sacred
sites which act as gateways between the ordinary realm and the pure
realm. He goes on to state that the idea of the sbas yul combines the
popular wish for earthly paradises with the tradition of tantric pilgrim-
age. And from the Tibetan perspective the sbas yul is “neither entirely
psychological nor geographical, but a dimension that can only mani-
fest between the two, when mind and landscape become transparent
to each other in non-dual space” (Sadar-Afkhami 2001: 7).

Whilst this is true, the sbas yul from the outset also had a reli-
gio-political function as a place to escape to in times of persecution
(Diemberger 1997 and Childs 1999). Indeed Rig 'dzin rgod ldem can’s
own travels in the Himalaya were not entirely motivated by religious
concerns. He was born into a time of extreme political uncertainty
with the Yuan-Sa skya rule of central Tibet drawing to a close and his
search for patronage amongst the Gung thang royalty was initially hin-
dered by followers of the New Translation schools (gsar ma), namely
the Sa skya. Rig 'dzin rgod ldem can thus lost his only patrons and
was forced to go in search for the Hidden lands. Indeed, as Sadar-
Afkhami notes (2001: 75), he was pursued by some hostile official.”
In actuality then, whilst the theory of the shas yul may be groundeq
in tantric literature it is also grounded in the real need for places of
refuge (Childs 1999: 136-137). In this book both these elements will

be identified. However, in order to understand the importance of both
these issues it is important to discuss the
ity and authenticity in the

of this on the idea of Sikkj

importance of textual author-
gter ma tradition generally and the impact
m as a sbas yul.

Indeed in Sikkim a great deal of importance is placed on the author-
ity of gter ma literature as an accurate representation of reality, in par-
ticular: the authority and authenticity of prophetical literature.® This

* For further details of the role of the r i i
. 3 oyal fz ! ano v > ANO Sup-
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form of literature often accompanies the actual gter ma ritual cycles
or practices that are revealed. For example Lha btsun chen po’s gter
ma cycle Rig ‘dzin srog grub contains within it a number of prophe-
cies regarding Sikkim. The authority and authenticity of these writings
(both prophecies and gter ma cycles) result from two things. First, the
idea common to most gter ma is that they were hidden during the
time of Guru Rinpoche,” either as physical objects (sa gter), as mental
seeds placed in the mental continuum of a disciple to bear fruit at
the appropriate time (dgongs gter), or through direct interaction with
the divine through visions (dag snang gter). The second idea regard-
ing the authenticity of individual gter ma results from the content
of the gter ma and the character of the gter ston; namely, whether it
corresponds to Buddhist philosophy and if so, whether the gter ston
has the necessary spiritual attainments (Gyatso 1993 and 1986). The
authenticity or legitimacy of the gter ma tradition results from the
power of the original person who concealed the treasure (Gyatso 1993:
109); whereas individual gter ma gain their authority from, not only
the power of the initial concealers but also in the acknowledgement
that the gter ma identifies relevant teachings which correspond with
Buddhist philosophy. The ramifications of this process on Sikkim and
its history are very important, as anything that has been articulated
through the gter ma tradition receives wider acceptance as being an
authentic gter ma and it is through this process that Sikkim is identi-
fied as a sbas yul."’ This wider process, however, also becomes increas-
ingly problematic when the text in question is a prophecy regarding
an element in history, as the resulting implication is that the proph-
ecy becomes accepted as historical fact over and above sources from

ma has been contested and debated. Another important contribution to the debate on
the authenticity of gter ma is Aris 1988. . _

9 It should be noted that gter ma was not the exclusive domain of Guru Rinpoche,
as other texts are considered to have been concealed by the emperors of Tibet or other
signi figures.

glrgxfii:: as[}l]tou%d be noted at this point that when Rig ‘dzin rgod Idem can actually
returned from Sikkim, proclaiming it as a Si’ﬂS. yul it was not universally accepted.
Indeed in the Fifth Dalai Lama’s work on the hlstory.of the Byang gter (see The col-
lected works Nya volume and the bibliography of this book) he notes that conflict
arose between the disciples of Rig 'dzin rgod ldem can and thg d!sci_ples of Sangs rgyas
gling pa (also an important gter ston and contemporary of Rig dz.m rgod ldem can).
This is likely to be a euphemism attempted to pass the blame of this controversy onto
the disciples of both of those masters rather than admit that the masters themselves

were engaged in the controversy.
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the actual period the prophecy is said to be about. This problem is
encountered often in Sikkimese historical narratives, as [ shall show
in chapter one.

Whilst there are problems prevalent in the transformation of pro-
phetic and religious literature into the Sikkimese historical tradition,
the nature of history as a form of enquiry has also been debated in
wider academic circles. In a book such as this one, which attempts to
understand the contradiction between historical sources on the one
hand and indigenous religio-historical belief on the other, it becomes
necessary to contextualise the argument in this book within the wider

academic discourse on the nature and value of history as an academic
discipline.

3. HistorY, NARRATIVE AND MYTH

This book makes use of the term ‘historical narrative’ to define and
describe the way in which the past is portrayed in Sikkim. In essence
it is a description of the historiography of Sikkim. I distinguish this
from history, by which I mean the academic discipline and not just
‘the past’, which in popular parlance has become synonymous. This
leaves one obvious but incredibly difficult question about what his-
tory actually is. There are a number of significant works that have
led the way in academic understandings of history; these include the

seminal works of R.G. Collingwood in The Ideq of History, Carr and
his work What is History? And more recently the work of writers such
as Tosh (2002).

History is, according to Collingwood, an inquiry into the past. It is

generically a science in as far as one can define science as “the forms of
thought whgreby we ask questions and try to answer them” and in this
way history is a science (1993[1946]: 9). So if history is a science in the

gem?ric fo;m, there must also be an object for that inquiry. The object
of history is thus h\m\;&\\bq‘\“ AITY.
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The purpose of history is slightly vague,'" but ultimately it is human
self-knowledge; history tells us in the present what humankind has
done and so helps us understand what and who we are. It helps us
answer the fundamental philosophical question that has perennially
preoccupied human thought since the dawn of man, and, for that mat-
ter, woman: Who are we?

But history has not always been thought of according to Colling-
wood, Tosh or Carr’s criteria. History has not always been the scien-
tific examination of evidence, based on questions regarding the past
and humanity, but has been understood in a multitude of ways. For
example, quasi-historical narrative traditions can be found throughout
the world. The Norse sagas mixed semi-historical figures with fantasy
and legend, other literary traditions produced ‘histories’ not of human-
ity but of divine figures where events are attributed to the actions of
the divine. The same is true of Greco-Roman epics of hagiography,
which concern themselves with the study of divine action and the rela-
tionship between man and gods and not humanity itself; and similar
things could be said about Tibetan religious biography and historiog-
raphy, where supernatural inspiration/action is commonplace.

In recent years history has come under attack by post-structural
thinkers. In this book some of the ideas formed by these post-struc-
turalists have been interpreted in part as they can contribute useful
criticism of the historical method, particularly regarding the method
mese historiography and historical narratives. How-
¢ aim, through deconstruction, is to reduce knowl-
edge to subjective ideological pursuits imbued with power; or, put
simply, to demonstrate the uselessness of history. ‘ .

Hayden White has been one of the most prominent critics of his-
tory and historical methodology. In his work Metahistory: the His-
torical Imagination in Nineteenth—Centur:y Em’ope. (1973) he sets out
his key themes in the construction of hlsto'ry. History, he argues, is
constructed by historians 0n the basis of their own preferences. These
preferences take the form of ideology (the. theoretxcallor political per-
spective of the individual historian i.e. radical, anarchist, conservative,
liberal etc.), argument Or explanation (the model for understanding

employed in Sikki
ever, their ultimat

_;-. 'hle puripose of history may be to gain understanding O.f our past for its own sake,
to bring knowledge to the present through an understanding of the past, to simply

explain or recreate the past (Tosh 2002: 54).
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how ‘historical units’ relate to each other) and emplotment (literary
genre). White argues that history can only be written using a vari_ct}’
of different forms of ideology, emplotment and argument/explanation
and that there is no other scientific way of writing history outside of
these forms and so historians have to make a choice about the mode,
style and genre in which they write history and the theory or model
they use to analyse historical material. On that basis, as all history is
defined by an ideology or theory (including the theory of non-theory)
all history is metahistory. By this he means that all historians, despite
their differing preferences, “state or imply a general view on the nature
of history” (Hilliard 1997) and so create a body of theory on what his-
tory is, which in turn becomes the received wisdom but is ultimately
not grounded in truth but in ideology and belief. Ultimately Colling-
wood’s ideas on history (which are generally accepted by historians
as a reasonable definition of history and its method) are, according to
postmodernists, a subjective belief.

White’s approach is a major challenge to the discipline of history:
as the ultimate extension of his argument is that if history is subjec-
tive and belief-based, how is it possible to objectively know the past
(Jenkins 1991). A significant problem with the postmodern aPPTOaCh
to history is its implicit assumption that “traditional” historians have
not been engaged in similar questions. Ultimately, historians do rely
on facts and evidence which they interpret, and by definition interpre-
tation is not a definitive truth; yet historians debate the relevance of
certain forms of interpretation, because we accept that ultimately the

past in its entirety is unknowable (in the sense of some high defini-
tive truth). History is not about knowin

g the past, but attempting
to understand it and this difference,

. . often lost on post-modernists;
is an important one. As historians we attempt to understand history
through the interpretation of events and facts,

to these events and facts as a wa
ity in an historical period. For
and contested, as if w

would be universally

trying to give meaning
y of attempting to understand human-
this reason written history is debated

¢ could truly know the past, historical writings
accepted, which of course they are not.'* Ulti-

** A look at the history section of your local librar or will illustraté
this fact by the sheer number of books written abouz, thebs(::fl(:htci)&e period. For
example a bookshop in the west of England, which deals specifically with books
on the Second World War, has a listing of over 20,000 titles on its website: WWW
.worldwartwobooks.com.
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mately, then, the post-modern criticism of history is often based on
a misunderstanding of what history is and what, as historians, we are
attempting to do. This has been pointed out by Mary Fulbrook (2000)
in her critique of post-structural comparisons between literature and
history. Arthur Marwick (2001) has also been vocal in his opposition
to post-modern critiques on the irrelevance of history by arguing that
the past, or knowledge of the past, ultimately effects the present and
future. Related to this, I highlight in the conclusion of this book that
history is often (mis)used for political ends by political groups, and
that the academic pursuit of history can serve as a check on politically
motivated historical constructions for the justification of certain (often
oppressive) political practices.” Whilst such criticisms are fundamen-
tal to historical theory, it is also important for historians to recognise
the importance of some post-modern ideas relating to history; in par-
ticular discussions of narrative in historical writing.

It is in this area that Hayden White has made an important con-
tribution to the understanding of historiography. In his article “The
value of narrativity in the representation of reality”, he makes an
important distinction between narration, i.e. the reporting of events
and reality, and narrativity, which is the imposition of the form of a
story on those events and on reality itself (1980: 6). White notes that in
historical narratives the events are represented as ‘speaking for them-
selves’; this, he says, is problematic because real events “shoul”d not
speak, should not tell themselves. Real events sholuld 51mpl¥ be‘. The
problem with narrativisation of real events, accord%ng to White, is that
real events do not offer themselves as stories, they ]us_t gre-( 195_30: 8-9).
He ultimately argues that the v_alue attached to narrativity in hlstgrlog—
raphy is problematic because it atte'mPtS to. give closure to reality, to
tell a story of reality, when in actuath, rez-111ty andvthe' world‘ does not
present itself in the form of a narrative w1t1_1 a bleglnnmg, middle and
end. This idea is important for Sikl'dmese hlstonography, ‘,‘vhere tbere
is a presentation of a story revolvm-g around _threefIJfl“ClPal points:
prophecy (beginning), event or the mtefr Pif)taltllei)cn (()ene;)enltr? tl;?ises 0111
prophecy (middle), and the fulfilment of prophecy ; s boo

— ; treme right wing political parties in

B ; le is the attempt by ex ) X

. An obvious ex}?mﬁolocaust from the history of th,e Nazis and the Sec?nd.Wc!rld,

,V\}“’OP‘3 fomuTi fjemists who attempt to ‘liberate history from the ‘subjective

re o Mint}" p(s)Sto‘?-llcl)istorians might, unwittingly, E“’e much needed philosophical
resentation . -right.
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I shall attempt to avoid constructing my own historical narratives anic‘il
to merely present facts as they appear in the sources I have used.
However, for a historian it is difficult to reject narrative as a mod'e
of articulating and explaining the past, because ultimately our goal is
to attempt to give meaning to the past, something which ultimately
contradicts with the postmodern approach to history. For this reason
it is important to make a distinction between the local historical narra-
tives of Sikkim and wider historical methodology and to accept in part
Hayden White’s discussion of the representation of reality as narrative
but also admit that narrative plays a fundamental role in articulating
the past. Whether this role devalues the ‘objectivity’ of history, as post-
modernist may argue, or not, the reader must ultimately decide.
Throughout this book I use the terms ‘Sikkimese historical nar-
ratives’ or ‘local historical narratives’ to make a distinction between
narrative style and historical method. In part it is an admission that
narrative can obstruct historical fact, but it
use the term ‘narrative’ in this book not as a means of describing the
style of Sikkimese historical writing, though most examples do HizE
narrative in that way, but to describe the method of Sikkimese histori-
cal writing as distinct from academic modes of writing history. By this
I mean the reliance of Sikkimese writers on a pre-established story
surrounding state formation in Sikkim, which they then use to articu-
late the events they wish to portray. This story is based on the three
principal events mentioned above: prophecy, event, and fulfilment of
prophecy. Because the majority of Sikkimese histories follow this pat-
tern I have designated them ag narratives; this is particularly relevant
given that the importance of the three principal points of the narra-
tive often take precedence over the facts, something that will becomeé
apparent throughout the Pages of this book. In order to understand

why this is the case it ig important to contextualise the mode in which
Sikkimese hist()r'y is formed.

A critical point ip the ¢
ratives is the distinction
the academy and the his
history is cons

is also often inescapable. I

ontextualisation of Sikkimese historical nar-
made between the methods of the history ‘_)f
tory of Sikkimese writers. Whereas academic
tructed through analysis of primary and secondary evi-

" It is for this reason amongst others th
sources | have used with ¢
in a way divorced from th

at I shall attempt to reproduce most of the

: ; ; o ]
Irect translations, to avoid the curse of narrativising event
€ events and reality jtself,
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dence and the interpretation of that evidence according to theory and
an attempt at trying to understand the human condition at a given
time (i.e. what motivates people, what are people’s needs or aspira-
tions, their fears or hopes etc.), local Sikkimese history is grounded
in a different methodology, which places oral accounts on par with
documentary evidence. Tibetan historiography is not necessarily
based on the scientific examination of material, but revolves around
a different form of inquiry. One form of evidence is attributed to the
accounts of living people who, Tibetan historical writers believe, have
received their accounts from previous generations, creating a perfect
uninterrupted oral lineage of history, in the same way as oral religious
lineages are formed and maintained. A second form of evidence is
physical evidence: places which can be identified with historical events
and which are seen as unchanging in nature, caught in a time capsule
and preserving historical events in the foundations of buildings etc.
A third and final form of evidence is religious inspiration enforced by
scriptural authority (see chapter 1 for a more detailed discussion).
Historical method in the academy is based on a completely different
world-view, where evidence from the period in question ranks higher
than oral, religious and sometimes physical evidence. The reason for
this is that the further away one gets from the period in question the
greater the chance that the material will become intentionally or unin-
tentionally adulterated. This is due to the fact that historians recog-
the past is a living entity, subject to change
and society according to the needs of
a society at any given point in time. As such there is always the pos-
sibility that material written, narrated or c.ons_tructed after th(.a period
in question, may cast the events of the past in light of present (in terms
of when the history was written) circumstances. Oral hlsitory can be a
good example of this process, as people fo.rget, change things, add new
stories or expand existing stories depe::dmg e So‘f'al neec-ls or wider
changes in society (see Tonkin 1995:.4). ; Phy.su:al .ev1dence. (in the form
of buildings etc.) is also problematic, especially in the Tibetan world

nise that knowledge of
and reinterpretation by people

15 Charles Ramble has discussgq
pares and contrasts the oral traditio
sources (1983). I have also personally

ducted about clan and origfi}l:s Eisut)’cryi:gst;
. that s/he has i
might pause and say 1}13{ the teller has sal

interrupt and say that w
in a different way.

this at some length in an article where he com-
n of the founding of Lubra Village with written
witnessed this in the interviews I have con-
whereby the person recounting the narrative
tten that part of the story, or someone might
d is wrong and that something happened
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where acts such as the refurbishment of monasteries have a religious
function by providing a way in which merit can be accumulated. Fur-
thermore, over time buildings fall down, are destroyed by fire or war,
or are extended and rebuilt.' Because of these possibilities in method
it becomes difficult to read Sikkimese historical narratives as history
in the academic sense. This becomes increasingly problematic when
mythical elements appear as historical facts, such as the (unaided)
flight of lamas and other miraculous deeds. Such things make his-
torians uncomfortable, as being grounded in scientific methodology
they would instantly disregard such statements on the basis that it is
generally believed that it is scientifically impossible for a human to fly
unaided. What this example underlines is the fundamental difference
in the method of academic historical writing and the method of Sik-
kimese or Tibetan historiography. However, mythical storytelling also
has a social function, and it is imperative for historians to understand
the importance of this as a means of understanding the mind-set of
the people and society they study.

Lincoln (1989) has added an interesting dimension to the defini-
tion of myth. He argues that myth, as the term is commonly used,
is more subtle than a story which is untrue, but actually designates a
relationship of superiority between the speaker (who identifies a story

as myth and so untrue) and the people (or era), from whom the story
originate, who believe the story to be true (1989: 24)
system of power in operation between those who bel
assertion of the myth and those who re
coln, as a way of negating the relations

inferiority, argues that a suitable defip
and fable (which all share similar nar

on the basis of whether the narrators
truth and whether that truth-assertio
In such a way he identifies a fable o
assertion and so is accepted by the a
narrative that is presented as truth b

. This implies a
ieve in the truth
gard the story as untrue. Lin-
hip of power and superiority/
ition of myth, history, legend
ratives) should be formulated
attempt to assert some form of
n is accepted by their audience-
$ a narrative that has no truth-
udience as fiction; a legend as 2
ut is discredited by its audience;
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history, which asserts truth and is accepted; and myth which has cred-
ibility and authority. What he means by authority is that myth has an
element of social authority in that it acts as a charter or blueprint for
society itself.'” This is quite an interesting idea insofar as this relates
to the construction of Sikkimese historical narratives and the role of
these narratives in the construction of Sikkimese nationhood (see
chapter seven for details). As the Sikkimese historical narrative, which
can be proven by historical method to be inaccurate, is considered
true by many Sikkimese people and that this truth assertion is directly
related to issues of identity as a people. That is, the narrative tradition
acts as a blueprint for Sikkimese society and its historical identity, by
shaping the past into a model for national identity.

4. STATE, NATION AND NATIONALISM

Whilst this book is undoubtedly about the nature of Sikkimese his-
torical narratives and the problems faced when attempting to under-
stand history from an academic perspective, it is also about the nature
of state formation in Sikkim. As the above section helps ground this
book in contemporary debates on historical thought as a backdrop to
discussions on the nature of Sikkimese historical narratives, it is also
important to have a similar grounding in academic thought on state
formation and the construction of nations and nationalism, which
should be considered as separate things. This is particularly important
given that Sikkimese historical narratives attempt to define Sikkimese

history as a national history; a topic that will be discussed at length in

chapter seven. ‘ N
Throughout this book I have used the term ‘state’ in a rather sim-

ple way; an organised political community‘, 'which is subsumed under
a government. I include within this deﬁnltlop both states which are
sovereign and states subject to external sovereignty, \.fvhereby supreme
authority may reside (sometimes only theoreFlcally) in anoth'er politi-
cal entity, state or polity. Ultimately the:‘ state is a political entity which
controls the population of an area, w%n‘ch may or may not be defined
territorially, through a system of legitimate power or fqrce, bith of
which can be exercised locally and through devolved elites within a

7 Lincoln 1989: 25.
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state. As such Weber’s definition of a state, as an institution which
claims the exclusive right to the legitimate use of force in a given ter-
ritory, is in part valid. However, I also accept Gellner’s addition that
there are states which do not monopolise force, such as feudal states
where private wars were waged between rival lords and that these wars
were tolerated by the state, provided they did not threaten the stabil-
ity of the state as a whole or feudal obligations to an overlord (Gell-
ner 1983: 3). I also reject the distinction made by Weber between the
state of his definition (that is the modern state) and what he terms the'
‘political institutions’, which historically preceded the development Ot,
his modern state. As the historical reality is that the term ‘the state
meant different things in different periods of history.

The key point of Weber’s definition, which proves useful for the
purposes of this book, is that the state must be seen as being legiti-
mate. Legitimacy of a state to exercise power, control and authority is
fundamental to the survival and existence of a state; yet it should be
noted that, the legitimacy of the state was not understood in the same
way modern, particularly democratic, states are legitimised. That is,
the state is not necessarily considered legitimate by the entire p()pula-
tion, but by dominant political elites or, as Hay and Lister have noted,
by the power and stature of the ruler (2006: 7).

Hay and Lister discuss the develo
starting with it Latin root status, i.e.
They go on to discuss how the stan
medieval Europe was used to dist

pment of the concept of the state
social status, stature or standing.
ding or “stateliness” of rulers in
nguish a ruler from his subjects.
ate resides in the body of the ruler
us illustration on the title page of
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state or his royal bloodline. It is the idea of the separation of the ruler
from the state that frames modern understanding of what the state is
and it is this that creates the greatest confusion when trying to under-
stand political entities in the pre-modern period and in Tibet and the
Himalaya. In essence then the legitimacy of a state is defined, in the
pre-modern period, by elites and not by the population at large. In
addition the term ‘state’ is often used interchangeably with nation,
implying that a state must be of a modern form defined by territo-
rial distinctions, something—if not lacking—was, at least confused
and indeterminate in the Sikkimese context. As such, whilst Weber’s
definition mentioned above is a good starting point, it might also be
useful to understand the Sikkimese state as a community living under
an organisational structure where power and authority is defined in
the form of a structured hierarchy even though that hierarchy, in dif-
ferent periods of Sikkimese history, oscillated between a ‘real’ struc-
ture or a theoretical one, depending upon the relative strength of the
Chos rgyal, the aristocracy and the political significance of wider inter-
regional events. i

Another key term I use is ‘state formation’, by which I mean the way
in which a state comes to be in existence. However, unlike nations,
which are often constructed intentionally, states are not formed by the
intention of a ruler to create a state but, as Charles Tilly has argued,
are formed through “a process...driven largely by extraction, control
and coalition formation as parts or by-products of rulers’ efforts not
to build states but to make war and survive” (2006: 419).

Another key theme in this book is tl’le extent to.which we can
identify the Sikkimese state as a ‘Tibetan’ state. By thl_s I mean what
characteristics, if any, did the Sikkimese §tate sl‘lare with other states
in the Tibetan world, or was Sikkim a ‘leetan. state simply because
the dominant body were made up of Tibetan migrants." In this book

** Throughout thi

k I have termed these Tibetan migrants in Sikkim as Tibeto-
Sikkimese. This is ngﬁ; due to the problems of identifying suitable ethnonyms for

; . aid to be descended from Tibetans. Unfortunately in today’s
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I discuss these ideas in relation to Sikkimese state formati(m.and argue
that Tibetan concepts of state and social organisation were lum?ame:n-'
tal to the organisation of the Sikkimese state. Indeed Goldstein’s wor.k‘
(1971a) on the model of socio-political stratification in Tibet a{ul h.lb
study of centralisation and decentralisation (1971b) and 121)(':1!10[11.1'11
Tibetan villages (1971c¢) prove useful studies for understanding Sik-
kimese socio-political and economic organisation (see chapters three
and six for details). In addition to the ‘Tibetan’ nature of the Sikkimese
state another key theme in this book is the idea of Sikkim as a nation
as distinct from the idea of the Sikkimese state.

Any discussion of the nation has to start with the formidable work
of Ernest Gellner in his book Nations and Nationalism (1983). He
argued that there was nothing primordial, natural or historical about
the rise of nations and the associated concept of nationalism, and that
nations were the product of modernisation. He

argued that with mod-
ernisation and industrialisation, society was

radically transformed. In
agrarian societies there was no need to promote the homogenisation

of culture, given that the primary focus of the state and elites was the
collection of taxes and maintenance of the peace (1983: 10), some-
thing we find reflected in the history of Sikkim. Indeed li
only available to select elites, which h
literacy, through the standardisation
possibility of creating “cultural and
tion” (1983: 8). He argues that with
ate homogeneous communication sy
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(who contended that there is an ever-present essence of nation within
an ethnicity ready to emerge under the right conditions). Smith argues
that the notion of a nation does not lie within the ethnicity but within
myths, memories, values and symbols. As “There can be no identity
without memory (albeit selective), no collective purpose without myth
and identity, and purpose or destiny are necessary elements of the
concept of a nation.” (Smith 1996: 105).

For Smith, before nations there were ethnies—that is, communities
with a collective name, common myth of descent, shared history, cul-
ture and perhaps language and territory; these ethnies form the basis
of modern nations. He, therefore, maintains that there is a continua-
tion between pre-modern society and modern society. As far as Sikkim
is concerned these discussions are somewhat problematic considering
that Sikkim never fully emerged as a nation. However, these discus-
sions are important for understanding the construction of historical
narratives and the purposes for which they were written, which was
undoubtedly to create the backdrop for the recognition of Sikkim as
a Nation. As I shall show throughout this book, such preoccupations
often led to the construction of a history divorced from the facts avail-

able in seventeenth century sources.

5 LEGITIMACY AND TIBETAN RELIGIO-POLITICAL THEORIES
OF STATE AND GOVERNANCE

the formation of the Sikkimese state, legitimacy
t in that process and as such a body of Tibetan
as legitimising historical narratives of origin

(see chapter two and three) developed. These narr?tives drew upon
Tibetan ideas of the invitation of kings to 1'UI"—_) as discussed by Ram-
ble (2006) in his article on the principles of Tibetan monarchy, Indic
models of the cakravatin (the universal mo‘narc-h) and the.d{’mrmc';r.aja
(Tib. Chos rgyal), and the extension of that idea into the religio-political
theory of state and governance: chos srid ['ugs gnyis. It is these COneEpts
that need to be understood when dis.cussm‘g the legitimacy of Tibetan
(broadly deﬁned) states and S]kklm n partlcular.

s ¢ tate’ in general and its appli-
i ¢ definition of ‘the s I
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cability to the Tibetan context 01 ; ;
the(l);igs :; evefoped by the Tibetans onl the one hand, with the reality of
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defragmented nature of Tibetan states, and the ability of the Tibetan
state (and by this I am referring to the post 1642 Dge lugs pa state)
to exercise control over its constituent parts has been the subject of
much debate over the past forty years beginning with Cassinelli and
Ekvall’s work on Sa skya in 1969 and Goldstein’s critique of that study
in 1971b. A decade later Geoffrey Samuel entered the fray, in 1982,
with his discussion of Tibet as a stateless society, before developing his
argument along the lines of Stanley Tambiah’s (1976: 119-123) galactic
polity model (Samuel 1993: 61-62). At the time of writing, the argu-
ment on statelessness in Tibet has been furthered by another South-
east Asian import: that of James Scott’s zomia concept of ‘non-state
space’, the applicability of which to the Himalaya has been discussed
by Sara Shneiderman (2010). The ideas put forward by James Scott
have some usefulness for understanding geographical impediments to
state formation (Scott 2009: 40-50) and communities in Tibet that fell
outside the ‘territory’ of Tibetan states and for communities with little
state interaction such as nomadic communities where different forms
of social and political organisation can be found. However, his thesis
whit_:h is defined by the dichotomy of valleys or flat geographic terrain
as sites for states versus mountainous or hilly geography as areas of
non-state spaces does not work for Sikkim or, for that matter, where

the geograpl?y is d'ominated by such mountainous terrain which, Scott
would associate with non-state Spaces. In a book (

is primarily about the formation of 2 state,
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is the ideal, in Tibetan societies the unification of these two systems
is considered the perfect mode of government, whereby the religious
influences and shapes the political and the political (through sponsor-
ship, for example) influences the religious. In this way a political figure
or government is obliged to actively preserve and promote Buddhism;
this is noted through the use of the term mchod yon, the traditional
association between a “religious preceptor-officiant” (mchod gnas) and
a secular ruler; yon bdag (Ruegg 2004: 9) or dharmaraja. Ruegg and
other scholars have written at some length on this issue (Ruegg 1995
and 1991, Cippers, 2004, Ehrhard 2004 etc.) and I refer readers to
those writings. What is interesting for this book is the application of

this terminology to the Sikkimese situation. The use of these terms

(mchod yon, lugs gnyis etc.) indicates an interesting event in Sikkimese

politics and one that warrants some explanation. As implied by the
work of Ruegg, mchod yon is the role of, and relation between, the yon
bdag (royal patron / lay donor) and the mchod gnas (Lama or religious
donee); which he notes as being primarily religious and personal,
pathes thi sn oiicial o institutionalized concept (Ruegg 1997: 857).

While, mchod yon does indeed convey this form of personal reli-
gious relationship, it would be a mistake to think that it cannot also
be understood, in certain contexts, as also religio-political concept,
which can develop into an institutionalized form; as mchod yon also
implicates the two realms of the religious order (as represented by the
recipients of donation—michod gnas) and the tempora_tl order which
is the domain of political power and the lay community, who act as
sponsors." It is from this relationship between the terqpora] and spiri-
tual spheres of social life, represented as a relathnshlp of patronage,
that we can understand the formation and extraction of a unified reli-
gio-political concept such as lugs gﬂ}’ff-.ThU_S? in a'somf—:wh.at simpli-
fied way, lugs gnyis represents the pohtlcal institutionalization of the
mchod yon concept of religious patronage. » »

Lugs gnyis is prob ably best under-stood as a r.ehglo-pohtlc_a]_ theory
of state and society, in which the united territories of the political and
religious worlds play a complementary, fllthough not z.ilways equal,
role in the formation and direction of policy. Thus certain guarantees

« ip” ligious establishments was often com-
19 Tt te ino that “sponsorship of relig kD191

i It 15_11?0rth l‘;?t;;féagacheg to the monastic estates in Sikkim are referred to as
Ebyf:?rg;a 1322 iYi’te the fact that their ‘contributionf, to th,ose MANASLERIEs Wad, guaran-
teed thro§:gh thpeir physical bond to the land they ‘leased’ from the monastery.
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and concessions are set in place, theoretically, to maintain the balance
and stability of both social orders; and this includes the promotion of
Buddhist traditions, donation of money for the construction of reli-
gious sites and rituals. The actual practical application of this system in
Tibet, however, has been characterized by the alternation of political
power between more secular groups and religious groups of Tibetan
political society; leading to vulnerable and highly unstable govern-
ments, susceptible to political intrigue and rebellion rather than the
desired result of political and religious stability. This is particularly the
case when different religious groups vie for influence and sponsorship
from prominent and powerful secular leaders. During the seventeenth
century, central Tibet was characterised by this practice of obtaining
political support in order to maintain political influence, and this cer-
tainly had an impact on the formation of the Sikkimese state. How-
ever, whilst this system was susceptible to political manipulation by
some religious figures, it has to be understood that this was not a uni-
versal practice. Often religious figures did not agree with the political
ambitions of their sponsors and there certainly were sponsors without
political ambitions, who generally believed in the system of lugs gnyis
and genuinely wished to promote Buddhism. Often it is easy to see
only the political implications of this theory (especially when viewed
from contemporary times where religious belief is on the decline), and

forget that in the past people were also motivated by religious belief as
well as political ambition,

With that caveat in mind, [ wa

_ Nt to turn towards the concept of the
ideal ruler, to rule over this du

cal ‘ al religio-political system. Crucial to
this is an understanding of Buddhist tantric philosophy, in particular

the idea, as expressed by Snellgrove (1959), as divine kingship or the
cakravatin, who on account of his enlightened status is the ideal ruler,
as he will govern according to higher principles than that of a worldly
political figure. As such, the cakravatin embodies the dual aspects of
governance and the state (the religious and the secular), in a simi-

lar way to which medieyy] monarchs were understood to embody the
state. Yet, unlike mediey

I monarchs, kingship in Ti et, as Charles
Rambl_e recently highlighted (2006), was cor%traftual (b:tween the king
and ministers) and was not 5 prize sought but a burden shouldered at
.the request gf f)thers in order to benefit “benighted, rudderless sub-
jects”. The SImllqrity to that idea and Hobbes’ be]in:f that without @
'monarch humamty would descend into its natural state of anarchy
is remarkable and qpe ha i ‘

U academics working on the definition of
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Tibetan states, governance and kingship should not dismiss so easily.
Whilst, Ramble, notes that the failure of a Tibetan king to uphold his
side of the contract, could result in regicide or rebellion and thus pre-
cludes absolute monarchy, this does not negate the theoretical model
of the cakravatin as the embodiment of lugs gnyis and by extension
the state. As such the state and kingship in Tibetan society needs to be
understood as a system of political organisation, which emerges from
the legitimacy of a ruler, not only as a cakravatin or dharmaraja, but
also through a social contract between the ruler and the ruled.

That is the theory, and theories are only useful when they contrib-
ute to our understanding of reality; in this case the political reality of
state formation, governance and kingship in Sikkim. That is to say
that the themes of the theoretical models of kingship, governance and
state in Tibetan societies can be found in Sikkimese historical sources

from the seventeenth century and it is certain that those themes take
cal narratives (see chapter one), but

centre stage in the later histori
these themes occur for two separate reasons. The appearance of these
ve to be understood as legiti-

themes in seventeenth century sOurces ha
wly formed state and monarchy (chapter two)

and not as a reflection of political reality; as the political reality of state
formation in seventeenth century Sikkim (see chapters 3-5), however,
was far more complex and was brought about, not by religious invita-
tions to the first Sikkimese Chos rgyal (chapter one), but by conquest,
alliance formation, and the subjugation of the population under the

figure of the Chos rgyal. The reason they appear in later historical
narratives is to characterise the formation of the Sikkimese state as the

fruition of divine prophecy:

mising agents of the ne

6. A GUIDE TO THE SOURCES

This book uses a variety of sources (many O.f which‘are reproduced in
the appendices) from different genres of Tibetan llteratu're including
gnas yig or lam yig (guide books), lung bstan (prophecies), gler ma
(treasure texts), rgyal rabs (royal genealogles), rnqm thar (blogrlaphy),
chos “byung (histories of religion), lo rgyus (clnvromcl.es) and khrims yig
(legal documents). These genres can be classﬁed into three groups.
The first three genres noted above can be 'c01151dered as religious lit-
erature, in that they relate directly or indirectly to religious themes.
The second group (rgyal rabs, chos ‘byung, rnam thar, and lo rgyus)
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can be considered as histories or quasi-histories in that they concern
themselves with the past and events/actors in the past. The final group
is khrims yig or legal documents. This category includes a variety of
literary styles from official decrees, laws, official registers and records,
letters and treaties.

It would be possible to write an entire book on any one of the genres
noted above, and so this short discussion here shall only ever be a brief
glimpse into the variety of Tibetan literature. Given that there are a
number of important works already in circulation regarding specific
genres in Tibetan literature, I will not go into too much detail here and
refer readers to those other works (Gyatso 1998, Cabezon and Jackson
[eds] 1996, Vostrikov 1970, French 1995 etc.).

The gnas yig or lam yig genres of Tibetan literature are essentially

guidebooks for pilgrims or lamas visiting the holy sites described in the

book (or accounts of a lama’s journey to a sacred place in the case of

lam yig). Sikkimese gnas yig tend to describe the various places in Sik-
kim according to their outer, inner and secret meaning, using poetical
language to describe the various religious qualities of Sikkim and the
spiritual attainments one can achieve by either entering Sikkim, visit-
ing the sites or meditating at the sites. They tend to be deeply religious
accounts and are generally written for the spiritual practitioner. The
one exception to this rule is LTLY which also includes a number of

autobiograpl?ical passages detailing the way in which Lha btsun chen
po entered Sikkim and his activities whilst there.

Lung bstan are highly cryptic texts, in a f; very
difficult to understand , s far as they are often very

; without reference to the context of the writer:
Many also fall into the cate

as treasures and so are regarded ag direct and truthful renditions of
prophecy. Generally they d

. lly th eFail events that will take place in the futur¢
(in terms of_the time in which they were concealed and not the tim¢
they were discovered). One of the most important examples of this

genre for Sikkimese history is the rng] byor mched bzhi’i lung bstat
which predicts the arrival in Sikkim of the three Tibetan lamas in the
seventeenth century and their discovery of the first Sikkimese king
(making up the quartet). Full details of this prophecy are given il
chapter one. phey s= b

As I have already discussed gter ma in th;
on to a discussion of historical |
of sources which can be consi
mean manuscripts, which have

e

s introduction I will move
iterature. In this book | use a number
dered as historica] writings. By this I
been written for the purpose of detail
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ing events that occurred in the past. There are a number of different
historical genres in Tibetan literature (rgyal rabs, chos *byung, rnam
thar, and lo rgyus). Some of the key sources in this book fall within
these broad categories. The rgyal rabs genre is different from other
genres of historical literature as such works generally (though not
always) recount the histories of royal lineages; one esammiple in i
book is Mnga’ bdag rgyal rabs, in e —
one of the key Tibetan lamas active in Sikkim during the seventeenth
century. It also contains s{ylistic elements of the rnam thar genre, in
that it also is a biography of the above mentioned lama. Rnam thar as
a genre can be described as biographical writing in that it recounts the
life and times of important people (usually religious figures), and tends
to be more distinct from rgyal rabs and lo rgyus being often hagio-
graphical and fantastic. However, as can been seen with the Mnga’

bdag rgyal rabs, this genre in Tibetan literature has the potential to be
quite fluid, encompassing different styles and objectives. The term lo
rgyus tends to be translated as annals or chronicles in that these works
generally recount events in the past, but lack historical closure; they

are not necessarily written for the purpose of presenting a historical
narrative in the sense of a text with a beginning, middle and end, but
tend to be records of historical events. Of course as with other genres
of Tibetan literature there is also a high degree of fluidity regarding
the content, composition and narrative styles of lo rgyus. In this book I
have used an important source which has been classified as a lo rgyus:
La sogs lo rgyus. In a later edition of this text it is alafo termed as a rgyal
rabs, which is applicable given that the early sections of this manu-
script recount the origin narratives of the Sikkimese .kirllgS.

The final group, which I have termed as ‘khrnfis yig, Incorporates a
number of different genres of official, administrative or le:gal documen-
tation. In this book I shall use a number of these texts, including offi-
cial taxation records, treaties, Jand grants and petitions. These sources
are crucial to improving our understanding of Sikkimese history, in

particular social and political history. They tend to b‘e less biased as
tion is often administrative, and so

the objective behind their composition is often :
they are not intended to present official histories or accounts of the
past. In this way these docum e important for understanding the
political and social formation . N

This short note of genre in Tibetan literature 1s intended to pro-
vide some contextual information for the sources used in tl"]lS book., It
should not be considered the final word about the genres in question

ents ar

s of Sikkim.
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ies of liter: used
but more as a discussion of the styles and categories of literature
in this book as primary sources.

7. THE CHAPTERS

In chapter two I present a summary of the histm:ical n-fxrrati\'f:‘s. Ef;ll:t
kim; in particular the narratives on the origins of the Tibeto-Sik 'll l
and state formation. These narratives have contributed to the lfmm”
edge of history locally, and in this chapter 1 address some t_\t \uj::t
issues and raise a number of points regarding the pmb\em's n ?Lhese
in these writings. One issue of some pertinence is the urigx.n of : .
writings, many of which were written during the British pcnod .0 -
kimese history. T highlight a number of themes inherent in 1'hehe ol
ings in particular the theme of divine provenance, in relation 10§
ma and the formation of the Sikkimese state. cein
In the third chapter I present the first seventeenth century sOUt® e
this book, a source which is valuable to the student of early Slkk_"‘n rl
history. I note that whilst it shares some similarities with the histo

. 0
; : . thert
cal narratives of chapter two, it also presents a number of hi
unknown events and actors in

note the use of relj
legitimacy for the
establishment of
there were rudj

the seventeenth century. In %ddl-“r?(l:us
gious terminology and the importance of ,-ellbf the
young state. I note that even prior to the d"ﬂe-?ckim,
Phun tshogs rnam rgyal as the Chos rgyal of 51 n io
mentary systems of stratification and tax collectio es¢
place. This indicates that the start of the formation of the Sikkﬂ(?hos
state predates the enthronement of plyyy tshogs rnam rgyal as Sik-
rgyal, thus changing the influence of the enthronement in €arly
kimese politics.

cal narratjye [ comr™
the information oy, inSI\?I;fq Ch)apter two. In chapter five
another Tibetap lam ga’ bd

L)
itlﬂg |
s ag rgyal rabs with the WI it'onae
histories it % Lha btsun cey o ding to the tr2%_ "4h
15 Lha btsyp, chen Po. According L

e
PO Who is primarily responsi®
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formation of the Sikkimese state, the enthronement of the first Chos
rgyal and the introduction and construction of Buddhist institutions.
Using evidence from his own writings, the writings of the Fifth Dalai
Lama and a local Sikkimese historian, I argue that it appears as if the
position of Lha btsun chen po in traditional narratives is not borne
out by the evidence from the period. Indeed I state that his position,
relative to Mnga’ bdag phun tshogs rig 'dzin, was minor in early Sik-
kim. I also discuss one key problem found within the chronology of
Sikkimese history: the enthronement of the first Sikkimese king.

In chapter six I return to the political organisation of Sikkim during
the seventeenth century. In particular I present two texts which radi-
cally change our perception of early Sikkimese history. The first text is
an oath of agreement signed by representatives of the Sikkimese state
and other leading figures from the different ethnic communities of the
area. This text mentions a previous internal rebellion or war launched
by Lepcha and Limbu groups against the. ru.le of Phun tshogs rnam
rgyal, and states that from the day of the signing of this treaty the dif-
ferent groups of Sikkim accepted the rule of the Rnam rgyal dynasty.
The second manuscript is a detailed census o'f the Lepcha and Limbu
populations in Sikkim. This manuscr.i}?t provides the h.1stc‘)rian with a
glimpse of the organisational capabilities o.f the early Slkklmese.state.

In chapter seven, I return to the question of the construction of
Sikkimese historical narratives. In the earlier chapters I illustrate con-
siderable differences between evidence containgd in source material
from the seventeenth century and the later IlaFratlves. Such differences
between the historical record and the histonc.al narratives of Sikkim
raise a number of important questions regarding the.construction of
history. In this chapter I attempt to offer an explanation for the con-
struction of Sikkimese history, groundc.ad in the tUlllLlltl;l(.)us events of
the War of Succession, the corresponding influence 01? Jigs me_d dpa’
bo and the tradition of Lha btsun chen po and the ultimate arr}\fal of
the British in Silkimese affairs. I argue that these events cn‘)n-tnbuted
to the construction of Sikkimese history on the basis of religious and

political concerns.



CHAPTER TWO

LOCAL HISTORICAL NARRATIVES:
TIBETO-SIKKIMESE ORIGINS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE SIKKIMESE STATE

In this chapter, I shall attempt to present a general introduction to the
popular historical narratives of Sikkim, which concerns themselves with
the two periods of Sikkimese history that are the foci for this book:
the origins of the Tibeto-Sikkimese people and the ‘formation’ of the
Sikkimese state in the seventeenth century. Rather than present a dry
rendition of these various narratives, I shall attempt to amalgamate a
number of popular renditions into a single narrative of the historical
traditions in Sikkim. Indeed many of the individual renditions share
similar themes and motifs as well as a general ideological viewpoint. It is
not my intention to discuss this viewpoint here as throughout the course
of this book I hope to develop an understanding of the relative positions
of these narratives and the reasons for their construction. Therefore, this
chapter shall be limited to a presentation of some of the general themes,
events, and actors found in popular Sikkimese historical narratives. This,
it is hoped, will help to situate the reader and serve as the point of com-
parison for the arguments developed later in this book.

This chapter is divided into four principal sections. The first sec-
tion is a general introduction to the sources used in the compilation
of the historical narratives below. The second deals with the promi-
nent narrative of origin, which focuses on the life and migration of
a prince from Khams mi nyag and his final settlement in the regions
around Sikkim and the Chumbi valley. The third outlines the nar-
rative of ‘state’ formation in the seventeenth century and the results
and organisational practices established to rule Sikkim in accordance
with the religio-political order. The final section concludes this discus-
sion of Sikkimese historical narratives by identifying a number of key
themes, motifs and some general remarks on structure.

1. INTRODUCTION TO THE SOURCES

The amalgamated narratives that appear below are drawn from three
principal sources, all of which were written during the period 1860-1908.
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The key source, and latest, amongst these is 'Bras ljongs rgyal rabs
(BGR), which was written in 1908; preceding BGR in date is The Gaz-
etteer of Sikhim (GoS), an official publication of the Bengal Secretariat
in 1894; the earliest source is Bla ma che mtshan gsum ‘bras ljongs sbas
gnas phebs tshul (BMS), written circa 1860. Thus all these sources can
be dated to after the advent of British interest in the eastern Himalaya
following the Gorkha war and the Anglo-Sikkimese treaty of 1817'
which saw the return of Sikkimese land, including Darjeeling, cap-
tured by Nepal in the Sino-Nepalese war of 1788-1792.

The history of British intervention in the Himalaya began smoothly
enough with the restoration of Sikkimese lands in 1817; however, with
the Ilam affair and the feuds and murders which resulted,? by 1828 the
British began to take further interest in the security of the shared bor-
ders of Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. Following this a grant to settle in
Darjeeling was issued to the British by the Sikkimese king in 1835 and
with the Hooker-Campbell controversy of 1849° saw the annexation of
all Sikkimese territory south of the Rangeet River. If the controversy of
1849 led Sikkim to surrender its land in the plains and Darjeeling, the
treaty of 1861 guaranteed British supremacy in the hills and in effect

' Also known as the Treaty of Titalia (see Moktan 19
this treaty).

* This was the Ko Ta rebellion of 1828. The Palace Collection, now
todianship of Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, ,
and royal promulgations regarding this event;
tained in the oldest Lepcha documents (see Spr

* In the period after the land grant for Brj
kimese subjects fled to Darjeeling to seek refu
estates. Many of which were considered crimin
the Sikkimese government considered British s
dance with Sikkimese land law. This gives the
previously unsettled or uncultivated land; how
be bound by Sikkimese law and thus fall unde

97: 8-9 for a reproduction of

under the cus-
contain a number of interesting letters
the subject of this event is also con-
igg, R.K. 1997).

tish settlement was issued many Sik-
ge from bonded labour on Sikkimese
als under Sikkimese law. Furthermore,
ettlement and the land grant in accor-
right to settlement and cultivation of
ever, those settlers were considered to

r the jurisdiction of the Sikkimese gov-
he British were |

* Alex McKay presented an interesting '
: paper on the subject is treaty at the
12th IATS con_ference in August 2010 held at the Uni.verstheyc O(f’flgtrl;iisshreéo);umbia.
Vancouver. This paper is due to be published in Mullard (ed) in press
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placed serious restrictions on the Government of Sikkim. However,
it was not until the 1880s that Sikkim was reduced to a protectorate®
with the real power being wielded by the British ‘representative’: the
first Political Officer; John Claude White.

It was within the historical context of British involvement in the
Himalaya® that the three sources, to be discussed in this chapter, were
written. The earliest source (BMS) was written by a Sikkimese monk,
and survives now only as a copy in the compilation Sbas yul *bras mo
liongs gnas yig dang rgyal rabs bzhugs so, edited by Gung rdo rje in
1972. In the compilation this text, which is 14 folios in length, follows
directly after PSLG, and like the latter is written in a cursive script. The
copied text also contains numerous errata, much like PSLG (Mullard
2005a). The original manuscript was written by one S.ka} bzang chos
dbyings, the ‘Vajra Master’ (rdo rje slob dpon) of Rig dlzin mchog
grub gling monastery (Do/Stod lung monastery), at sometime during
the 1860s.

The second source which is used below in the amalgamated nar-
rative is GoS. I have refrained from relying on this source and have
only referred to it when it provides an interesting insight or different
information from the more common account of BGR. 'H'ue sections of
interest are the opening 16 pages of the historical section and parts
of the introduction to GoS. It is generally believed that the majority
of the information found in this historical summary was taken from an
earlier text, accredited to either the G.yang thang or the La sogs dpon
po and a number of oral histories and earlier fragmentary sources

* The hi;)ry of the British protectorate over Sikkim is long and detailed for further
omalon 6 NT G883 7 5 ersing i o B T
relations in the post Younghusband expedition era. The,.h;ftt(})}r} S?kkl?;tels gl‘.@]ve'
ment in Tibet begins ultimately with their inpterachons m}: d ft - | tse. rior to
the Younghusband expedition, the Sikkimese golver?meéltthz S?k[filggsz inoa\nfigif%“atli
with the Tibetans, on behalf of the British. This P.;-lc]e In the early 1880s Sikki o
iti - the Tibetans and the British. In the early s Sikkimese
Position both in regards to da pro—BntISh stance, depending on the

P(ilitics oEcilieted betyesns Pm-lrliﬂtii?:ztlag\catrilons within the Sikkimese aristocracy. The
relative ascendancy of various po

Kang gsar pa minister in alliance with his brother the Pho gdong Lama [also spelt

i jating directly with the British, who

P ~ i al authority by negotians i .

vi};{) béarlag] undermmte_il!‘;)l)lfies' This arrangement ult1mat?yhlec}3 t_ot .ttﬁe de?mtmg tfor

t wed them as potenti archy and the establishment of the Britis pr_ole.c orate.

u:;epsn?.f t?e Sikl;u}?esg [;gogkar pa) has been the subject of an earlier article: Mullard
is family (the br

2003b.
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such as SMPd79 (1819)® and the Padma g.yang rtse history (which is
reputed to have been destroyed during the Nepal-Sikkim war).

The final source is BGR, which as noted above was written in 1908.
There is an English translation by ‘Kazi Dousandup’ [sic],® a Tibeto-
Sikkimese man in the service of the British administration. There
exist at least three renditions of the Tibetan version: in the Sikkimese
palace, in the private library of the Queen mother of Bhutan, and in
the library of T.D. Densapa.”® The original manuscript is accredited
to Mthu stobs rnam rgyal and his wife Ye shes sgrol ma, the king and
queen of Sikkim from 1874. Whilst most scholars believe that Ye shes
sgrol ma was primarily responsible for writing this historical work,
there is a view in Sikkim that BGR was actually a later edition of the
historical work written by the G.yang thang dpon po or the La sogs
dpon po (noted above). Whoever was actually responsible for author-
ing BGR is, perhaps, irrelevant as the work clearly received royal clear-
ance by being attributed to the king and queen of Sikkim.

2. THE TIBETAN MIGRATION NARRATIVE

At present there is little evidence to indicate the precise origins of
the Tibeto-Sikkimese population who ‘ruled’ Sikkim. However, what
we can say with some degree of certainty is that there were probably
different migrations to Sikkim which occurred at different times, and
that these waves of immigration into Greater-Sikkim'* came from

* The Sikkimese Manuscript Project Documents (SMPd) are documents that were
collected and digitised by the §

ikkimese Manuscript Project in 2004-2005. The cur-
rent incarnation of the earlier Sikki i

Project).
* This is the same Kazi Dawa Samdup who Gang-
tok residency and with Evans-Wents, p worked under Charles Bell at the Gang
'* This is the famous Barmiok Collection, (now h : where
numerous rare manuscripts were micrg ﬁlmed( W housed in Gangtok) from

sapa collection. T.D, i known

under these titles: Rai Bahadur, Barmiok [ll;aar myag] A mTt‘lgnng;?n;:?oE .f?:}s to the
ancestral estate of this family; they are of Lepcha ances '

"' ‘Greater-Sikkim' denotes the wider region of Sikkim (which may fall outside the

contemporary boundaries of the state), a region of the eastern Himalaya stretching



LOCAL HISTORICAL NARRATIVES 37

many different locations both within Tibet and along the Himalayan
ranges, and continued well into the twentieth century."? For example
there are a number of clans in Sikkim that claim or can trace their
ancestry to regions of Bhutan, such as Ha and Spa gro. Similarly there
are clans who are associated with noble families or petty rulers of
the Sa skya-Yuan period of Tibetan history (c.1256-1366). Whilst
some cases are little more than spurious claims to enhance the histori-
cal depth, and thus respectability, of the lineage, other claims are more
believable, if not wholly accurate. These different movements of peo-
ple from both Tibet and across the Himalaya make it almost impos-
sible to locate a particular region from where the Tibeto-Sikkimese as
the ‘collective ethnicity’, portrayed in contemporary political move-
ments, originated.

As noted in the introductory chapter of this book, there is a distinct
problem with establishing suitable ethnonyms for the populations in

Sikkim. This dilemma has been caused, in part, by contemporary polit-
ed to the overarching terms of Bhutia,

eing applied to most people speaking
ble exception of Tibetan refugees and
). Such political designations paste a

veneer of homogeneity over what is, in reality, a rather more complex
situation, based on clan structures and origin histories. As is noted
in the discussion of Sikkimese clan (Appendix II) there are well over
thirty clans and twenty sub-clans in Sikkim (Lepcha and Limbu are
excluded).' Some of these clan names provide hints to the origins,
Occupations or religious persuasions of the original proto-clan, while
others are merely the names of the earliest known ancestors. How-
ever, out of these clans and their associated origin stories only twelve
clans and two sub-clans are referred to as being of ‘pure’ descent,
i.e. descended from the protagonist, or his followers, in the dominant

ical designations which have 1
Lho po and ’Bras ljongs pa b
Tibetan dialects with the nota
Nepali immigrants (Sherpa etc.

ver in the west to the Wang chu river in the east;
e north to the plains of Siliguri in the south.

2 Excluding the migration of Tibetan refugees after the Chinf;ese occupation of Tibet
there seems to have been a substantial move'ment of leetla:nsS . k?q{n eastern Tibet dur-
ing the 1920s. These migrants settled in regions close tlo tl'e ikkim-Bhutan border.

b It should be noted here that in todays pohtlcia) climate rpanydof the groups
mentioned above have taken the surname Bhunahol;j lng%ngPa n c(l)rT e{’ to reap the
benefits associated with being a member of the S¢ eb u eﬁ a;Stes an lndes. Accor:d-
ing to the Indian Constitution such gr ve benefits from state-led affirmative

oups recel
action programs.
. ns
4 For the names and details of these cla

from the watershed of the Arun ri
the Mchod rten nyi ma range in th

and sub-clans see appendix IL
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origin myth: Gyad ’bum bsags. These clans are collectively known
as stong dus ru(s] bzhi [Sic.] babs mtshan brgyad" (The eight clzfnS
descended from the four rus' of a thousand each). It is the narrative
of Gyad 'bum bsags to which we will turn our attention now.

The story of the origins of the Sikkimese people begins, according to
‘Bras ljongs rgyal rabs, with the history of the eighth-century Tibetan
king Khri srong lde btsan. This king is said to have had three sons,
two of which rule the Tibetan empire at different times: Mu ne btsan
po and Sad na legs; the middle son Mu rub btsan po tr
Tibet."” It is from this second son that the
descend. The descendants of this fi

nyag for twenty-five generations.'*

avels to eastern
Sikkimese kings are said to
gure rule in the region of Khams mi

"* There are numerous spellings for this phrase, examples include: stong ‘du ru bzhi
bab tshan brgyad, stong sde ru bzhi babs mtshan/tshan brgyad. ‘The translation of this
phrase may be another example ()faltcmpting to contrive |ananing from a problematic
expression,

' Many Sikkimese works have translated rus/ry as regiment, which is highly mis-
leading. Ru gzhis [Sic. bzhi) actually refers to the four divisions of territory in the
period of the Tibetan empire. In Jater Sikkimese land grants; such as YA1, YA2 and
YA8 from the private collection of the Brag dkar pa family; from the early eighteenth
century there is often an introductory Paragraph which associates early Sikkim with
being a part of the four ru(s) of Dbus and Gtsang YAS line 3 reads: bar dbus gtsang i
{bzhi’f char gtogs pa i shas dpal gyi "bras mo liongs zhes bya ba. [ This very plﬂgcl which
is knoxyn as the h_lddcn land *Bras mo ljongs and which forms a part of the four ru ©
[the middle province] Dbus glsang [...]. Whereas rus has 3 variety of meanings such
as bone, faml}y, lineage and clan. Rys is also encountered in the maternal and Pﬂm”"‘11
lineages of Tibet and Sikkim, whereby rus relate to the male line (and clan) and shd

relates to the maternal lineage (and clan) as d in Siklim i ilinneal a
et . escent in Sikkim is now patrilinneal @
child is considered to be from the clan of his father it
7 BGR 2003: 22-23. i :

De'i rgyal : 5 i - kut
khrungs pa / mu ne bisan po f}i’u m‘lg;y;:tia[:;fgn stong lde’u btsan] sras gsum $

ang / chos rgyal jiing yon sad na .’egf
egs / ces gsung pa bzhin /. The
cal uncertainties that surmun_5
d om central Tibet. Michael Ar:
' _SUNgs dynasty at length and ultimately con-
le cerqt.amtl)’ regardu?g the location of hig:’e]l“.le from the Tibetan
‘ Imd e e.\uh.?d 10 Lho brag, whilst others maintain L
T, despite the flilght of Mu rub btsan po his body was ull:l;
details see Aris, 1979: 73-79. &St the tombs of the Tipetan kings. For fur

** In other versions the lineage of the ptsq, i igins of

'  the | 1 po of Tibet is abs igins
thel Khams mi nyag kings is accrediteq to the gﬁgrati:)nit 1sf a}lzse:{l.t gndli_he O[rn%rabo'
dhi from India to Tibet BGR 23: Rgya gar cho i

s ’. 2 i g lh?dl’ b} . rd e zf”‘g g?las
thor ba'i tshul gyi mi nyag tu phebs te mj 5 S @ bhu ti'i gdung r oW
g s 'ag gi r Thie is the V1
sharhed by the autkﬁor of LSG (_see chapter 3 ?)agegﬁﬁ);sé[;o ";ig:d'i\'/')n%iif;s < milaT
to cti eaon%lgnbmly‘t $ %irroundmg the Tibetan emperorg (fl())lx? deta);]s se'e Karmay ¢
and page elow) There are other stories which {jpk the Sikkimese kings o the D2

discusses the life of this prince of the Yar ] stk

cludes that there is ljtt
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After that time the crown Prince of Khams mi nyag' receives a
vision from the local deity of the area, who tells him that his lineage
was prophesied, by Guru Rinpoche, to leave their current location and
open up the sacred land of Sikkim. Upon receiving this vision the
crown Prince together with his family and four sons leave Khams mi
nyag on a pilgrimage to central Tibet.*” At this point there is confusion
as to where they first arrive. Many oral accounts claim that this group
first reach Lho brag and then head to Lhasa; whereas both LSG and
BGR state that the princes of Khams mi nyag arrive in Lhasa first.

Once they arrive in Lhasa the crowned prince visits the Jo khang in
order to offer prayers for a safe journey and a beneficial pilgrimage,
and whilst he is praying the statue of the Jo bo speaks to him. He is
told to proceed to Bras mo liongs as his descendants are destined to
rule the sacred land. This second supernatural visit does not deter him
from completing his pilgrimage and he departs from Lhasa for Sa skya,

the town of his guru. Upon reaching there the prince finds that the Sa
a new Lha khang but is having problems
the temple. So the eldest son®' of the

prince manages to raise the four main columns by his own efforts
and is hence given the nickname Gyad 'bum bsags* and also receives
a wife from the *Khon family.” Around this time another supernat-
ural event occurs: from the sky there falls a prophetic letter, within

skya hierarch is constructing
erecting the main columns of

T ‘ : i rang in Gtsang and married int
se branch of the Mi nyag kings who migrated to Byang in r into
the family of Sa skya. \K/egshall return to the ethnonyms dar and se and this branch of
the Mi n .al family in chapter 3 pages 70-71.

9 In nfgﬁyr(:))i":hea:)ralystories ﬁ,e are not told his name. In a _number (_)f the accounts
from west Sikkim this figure is given the name Gu ru bkra shis, but this name is also
the one given to the father (in the oral histories) of the ﬁ{St kmg Of-Sl-kklm'. _

2 It may be important to note that 1SG does not describe this spiritual vision and
the croWnZd rinfe of Khams mi nyag is com;?]etely absent in this account and is
replaced by tge Sikkimese cultural hero Gyad 'bum bsags (for details see Mullard
2 ;

O?JSZ). 1 ces tell us that he was not the eldest son but rather the middle
i of(;hme orIa tstougb‘:) ve account it will be recalled that the prince had four sons and
o ree. In the os, like the above one, the numﬁbe_'r of sons has been mcr.eas_ed
e 1re:3j. In somelsourc " or the stong sdus rus bzhi. i.e. the four clans of Sikkim

provide a simple reason
d thers. ) s p)
C.?:: endle d Tromithese fc}ur lilr Oas. “The accumulation of 100,000 champions’. This may
This is understood locally 2% 1 a peculiar name.

345 ing fron )
be another example of contriving mgﬂ;ﬁi fically mention the "Khioin: facilly biit sy
. e it was recalled that the wife of Gyad

23 :
Some of the oral versions do

: cas
refer instead to ‘a lady from Sa skya - In one

was a lady from Gtsang of noble birth.
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