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The tripartite agreement signed on May 8, 1973 between
the Government of India, the Chogyal and the political
parties become the forerunner to the establishment of a
fully responsible Govemment. The 32 member assembly
elected under the agreement passed the'Sikkim Act, 1974
and Sikkim became an associate state.

On 10th April, 1975, the Sikkim Assembly passed a
resolution that the institution of chogyal is hereby abolished
and Sikkim shall hence-forth be a constituent unit of Iridia

enjoying democratic and fully responsible government It
was further resolved to hold a referendum to submit the

resolution to the people by way of a "special pol" for their
approval three days later.

On 2eth April, 1975, Sikkim became the 22nd state of
Indian Union. The formal merger took place on 16th May,
1975. Thus, the monarchy rule of Chogyal dynasty which
ruled Sikkim for 333 year came to an end.

During 1963, Government of Sikkim divided the whole state
into four districts for administrative purpose namely
Gyalshing, Namchi, Gangtok and Mangan. Historically, the
census was done as eariy as 1891 by the then Political
Officer in Sikkim. Thereafter, census was conducted under
the guidance of West Bengal authorities since 1901.

1.21 POPULATION:

According to census 1991, the total population of Sikkim is
4,06,457 persons distributed to four districts, eight
subdivisions, eight towns and four hundred forty-seven
revenue blocks. Of the total 2,16, 427 are males and
1,90,030 are females.
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Population
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Total population 846,302,^ 4,06,457 , 0.05 0.05

Scheduled caste 138:223,277 24,084 0.02 0.02

Scheduled Tribes , 67,758,380 90,901 0.14 0.14

Non-SC/ST -640,321,031 2,91,472 0.04 0.05

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OFTOTAL POPULATION OFSTATE

Category 1981 1991

Scheduled castes 5.78 5.93

Scheduled Tribes 23.27 22.36

Non-SC/ST 70.95 71.71

Sikkim shares' 0.05 per cent of India's 846,302,688
population, 0.02 percent scheduled castes population, 0.14
per cent scheduled Tribes population ad 0.05 percent
Non-SC/ST population. The percentage distribution of
Non-SC/ST has increased from 0.04 in 1981 to 0.05 in
1991 census. Within the state, the population percentage
distribution of total population of scheduled castes has
increased from 5.78 in 1981 to 5.93 in 1991. Similarly,
percentage distribution of total population of Non-SC/ST
has increased from 70.95 in 1981 to 71.71 in 1991 census.
However, percentage distribution of total population of
scheduled tribes has decreased from 23.27 in 1981 to
22.36 in 1991 census. The decrease in percentage of
scheduled Tribes population to total population of the state
IS at a significant level of 0.91 percent





1.21 RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION :

The urbanisation has become a symbol for progress in the
developing countries in the world. The rural areas are
mainly inhabited by the agriculturists, and in an under
developed country they represent the poorer section of the
people who have little else to do except cultivation to earn a
living. Therefore, urbanisation stands for prosperity and
more diversified occupation and the rate of urbanisation
acts as an index of progress.

Hence, it is customary to divide the population at the
census of every country into two broad categories, namely
rural and urban. A visibly sharp difference exists between
the life of villagers and that of town dwellers in their
dresses, the way they speak, their food habits, the job they
do and the like. Generally, rural society presents sharp
contrasts in economic, social and cultural set up compared
to an urban areas.

The population of India is preponderantly rural. It is very
much so in the case of Sikkim state. About 90.86 per cent
of total population live in the rural areas and only about 9.10
per centoftotal population live in urban areas.

About 91 persons in every 100 in Sikkim live in villages.
Compared to other states of India, Sikkim is among the
least urbanised. Only about 9 persons In every 100 in
Sikkim live in urban areas.

Ofthe twosexes, 90.23 per cent of males live in rural areas
and 9.77 per cent in urban areas. The corresponding
figures of female population was 91.66 per cent Rural and
8.34 per cent urban. That is about92 females in every 100
in Sikkim live in villages and only 8 females in every 100
live in urban areas. The female population is more in rural
areas as compared to male population in Sikkim. About 92
per cent of total population of Sikkim lives in villages which
shows a veryslow progress in Urbanisation.
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DISTRICTWISE PERCENTAGE OF RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION

District Persons Male Female

Population Percentage Population | Percentage! Population | Percentage
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

North:

Persons 31,240 - 7.69 17,090 7.90 14.150 7.45

Rural 30,437 97.43 16,582 97.03 13.855 97.91

Urban 803 2.57 508 2.97 295 2.09

East:

Persons 1.78,452 43.90 95,986 44.35 82,466 43,40

Rural 1,46,580 82.14 77.862 81.12 68,718 83.33

Urban 31,872 17.86 18,124 18.88 13,748 16.67

South:

Persons 98,604 24.26 52,105 24.07 46,499 24.47

Rural 96,035 97.39 50,588 97.09 45,447 97.74

Rural 2,569 2.61 1,517 2.91 1,052 2.26

West;

Persons 98,161 24.15 51,246 23.68 46,915 24.68

Rural 98,399 98.20 50,245 98.05 46,154 98.38

Urban 1,762 1.80 1,001 1.95 761 1.62

State:

Persons 4.06.457 - 2,16,427 53.25 1,90,030 46.75

Rural 3,69,451 90.86 1,95,277 90.23 1,74,174 91.66

Urban 37,006 9.10 21,150 9.77 15.856 8.34

Source: Census 1991

Among the districts 44.35 per cent of total male population
live in East followed by South (24.07%), West (23,68%) and
North (7.90%), Similarly East District has 43.40 per cent of
total female population followed by West (24.68%), South
(24.47%) and North (7,45%). Further, East district has the
maximum female urban population of 16.67 per cent
followed by South (2.26%), North (2.09%) and West
(1.62%).

There are 440 inhabited and 7 uninhabited villages in
Sikkim. The inhabited villages of the districts are
51,126,144 and 119 for North, East, South and West
districts respectively. The average population size of an



1.21 RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION :

The urbanisation has become a symbol for progress in the
developing countries in the world. The rural areas are
mainly inhabited by the agriculturists, and in an under
developed country they represent the poorer section of the
people who have little else to do except cultivation to earn a
living. Therefore, urbanisation stands for prosperity and
more diversified occupation and the rate of urbanisation
acts as an index of progress.

Hence, it is customary to divide the population at the
census of every country into two broad categories, namely
rural and urban. A visibly sharp difference exists between
the life of villagers and that of town dwellers in their
dresses, the way they speak, their food habits, the job they
do and the like. Generally, rural society presents sharp
contrasts in economic, social and cultural set up compared
to an urban areas.

The population of India is preponderantly rural. It is very
much so in the case of Sikkim state. About 90.86 per cent
of total population live in the rural areas and only about 9.10
per centoftotal population live in urban areas.

About 91 persons in every 100 in Sikkim live in villages.
Compared to other states of India, Sikkim is among the
least urbanised. Only about 9 persons In every 100 in
Sikkim live in urban areas.

Ofthe twosexes, 90.23 per cent of males live in rural areas
and 9.77 per cent in urban areas. The corresponding
figures of female population was 91.66 per cent Rural and
8.34 per cent urban. That is about92 females in every 100
in Sikkim live in villages and only 8 females in every 100
live in urban areas. The female population is more in rural
areas as compared to male population in Sikkim. About 92
per cent of total population of Sikkim lives in villages which
shows a veryslow progress in Urbanisation.

(Am-.

DISTRICTWISE PERCENTAGE OF RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION

District Persons Male Female

Population Percentage Population | Percentage! Population | Percentage
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

North:

Persons 31,240 - 7.69 17,090 7.90 14.150 7.45

Rural 30,437 97.43 16,582 97.03 13.855 97.91

Urban 803 2.57 508 2.97 295 2.09

East:

Persons 1.78,452 43.90 95,986 44.35 82,466 43,40

Rural 1,46,580 82.14 77.862 81.12 68,718 83.33

Urban 31,872 17.86 18,124 18.88 13,748 16.67

South:

Persons 98,604 24.26 52,105 24.07 46,499 24.47

Rural 96,035 97.39 50,588 97.09 45,447 97.74

Rural 2,569 2.61 1,517 2.91 1,052 2.26

West;

Persons 98,161 24.15 51,246 23.68 46,915 24.68

Rural 98,399 98.20 50,245 98.05 46,154 98.38

Urban 1,762 1.80 1,001 1.95 761 1.62

State:

Persons 4.06.457 - 2,16,427 53.25 1,90,030 46.75

Rural 3,69,451 90.86 1,95,277 90.23 1,74,174 91.66

Urban 37,006 9.10 21,150 9.77 15.856 8.34

Source: Census 1991

Among the districts 44.35 per cent of total male population
live in East followed by South (24.07%), West (23,68%) and
North (7.90%), Similarly East District has 43.40 per cent of
total female population followed by West (24.68%), South
(24.47%) and North (7,45%). Further, East district has the
maximum female urban population of 16.67 per cent
followed by South (2.26%), North (2.09%) and West
(1.62%).

There are 440 inhabited and 7 uninhabited villages in
Sikkim. The inhabited villages of the districts are
51,126,144 and 119 for North, East, South and West
districts respectively. The average population size of an









/ /

Growth rate was observed at rising trend from 1951-61,
1971 and reached maximum during 1971-81. During
1981-91, Growth rate has declined from 50.77% (1971-81)
to 28.47%. A small state like Sikkim has been tremendously
affected by inmigration during 1971 to 1981 and thus
recording an abnormal decadal growth rate of 50.77%.
Unless this is checked effectively, the tiny state may
collapse due to over burden of sustainability in terms of
men and materials.

1.3 COMMUNITIES:

The Anthropological Survey of India launched a National
Project entitled "People of India" on October 2, 1985. This
project which has been conceived of in consonance with
the objectives of the new cultural policy of the Government
of India, seeks to generate upto date information about all
communities of India and to highlightthe linkages that bring
our people together. The survey has completed work on
4,373 communities in our country. The survey has identified-
21 (Twenty one) communities in Sikkim state namely :

Ethnic class

1. Lepclia

2. Bhiitia

3. Nepali

Plainsman:

(a)Bhutia

(c) Tibetan

(a) Limboo

(c) Yakha

(e) Gumng

(g) Sherpa

(i) Kagatey (Yalmo)

(k) Chhetri

(m) Kami(Lohar)

(o) Sarki

Marwari

(b) Dukpa

(b) Rai

(d) Tamang

(t) Manger

(h) Sunuwar

(j) Bahun

(1) Newar

(n) Damai

(p) Majhi
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1.4 CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS :

India has been divided into many states and union
territories which have in its fold many castes and
communities, tribes and sects, religions and faiths. The
system of castes is a very old social institution of our
country. For ages many groups belonging to the low castes
suffered various socio-economic and political disabilities in
the hands of the other groups which are considered higher
in status. The constitution of India has provided safeguards
to these weaker sections of the population. Similarly on the
other hand, tribes are supposed to be the oldest inhabitants
in the country. Since they live in isolation they have
remained back ward materially and socially. The
constitution of India has provision to protect them from
social injustice and all forms of exploitation. In article 341
and 342 of the constitution, the* President of India is
empowered to specify the list of scheduled castes and
scheduled Tribes for each state and Union Territory. Under
these provisions, scheduled castes and scheduled Tribes
are listed under a Presidential order for each state or local

The scheduled castes and scheduled Tribes in Sikkim as
listed in the constitution (Sikkim) scheduled castes and
scheduled Tribes order, 1976 are as follows :

(a) List ofScheduled castes ;

1. Damal

2. Kami, Lohar

3. Majhi

4. Sarki

(b) List of Scheduled Tribes :

1. Lepcha
2. Bhutia (Including Dukpa, Kagatey, Sherpa, Tibetan)

(c) List of Non-Scheduled Castes and Non-Scheduled
Tribes:
Limboo, Rai, Yakha, Tamang, Gurung, Mangar
Sunuwar, Bahuri, Chettri, Newar, Kami, Damai,
Sarki, Majhi and Marwari.

' - H-h '/




