


The Indian Economic
and Social History Review

Volume LVII	 Number 1	 January–March 2020

Contents

Janaki Nair/  Modernity and ‘publicness’: The career of the Mysore  
matha, 1880–1940� 5

Patrick Olivelle/  Long-distance trade in ancient India: Evidence from  
Kauṭilya’s Arthaśāstra� 31

Jae-Eun Shin/  Descending from demons, ascending to kshatriyas:  
Genealogical claims and political process in pre-modern Northeast India,  
The Chutiyas and the Dimasas� 49

David L. Curley/ S tyles of mastery of a Calcutta Brahman family:  
Krishnachandra Ghoshal’s pilgrimage to Gaya, Kashi and Prayag,  
1769, in Vijayram Sen’s Tīrthamaṅgala� 77

Book Reviews

Vasudha Dalmia, Fiction as History: The Novel and the City in Modern  
North India by Prabhat Kumar� 125

Sunil Sharma, Mughal Arcadia: Persian Literature in an Indian Court  
by Anubhuti Maurya� 127

Aishwary Kumar, Radical Equality: Ambedkar, Gandhi, and the Risk  
of Democracy; Ajay Skaria, Unconditional Equality: Gandhi’s  
Religion of Resistance  
by Santosh Kumar Rai� 129



The Indian Economic
and Social History Review

Volume LVII	 Number 2	 April–June 2020

Contents

Articles

Ali Anooshahr/ T he elephant and imperial continuities in North India,  
1200–1600CE� 139

H William Warner/ T he Kabuliwalas: Afghan moneylending and  
the credit cosmopolis of British India, c. 1880–1947� 171

Sharmila Shrivastava/ S lopes of struggle: Coffee on Baba Budan hills� 199
Owen T. A. Cornwall/  Alexander and the astrolabe in Persianate India:  

Imagining empire in the Delhi Sultanate� 229

IESHR 13th Annual Lecture

Philippe Buc/  Civil war and religion in medieval Japan  
and medieval Europe: War for the Gods, emotions at  
death and treason� 261 

Book Reviews

Gunnel Cederlöf and Mahesh Rangarajan, eds, At Nature’s Edge: The Global
Present and Long-Term History by Radhika Govindrajan� 289
Nitin Sinha, Nitin Varma and Pankaj Jha, eds, Servants’ Pasts: Sixteenth to
Eighteenth Century South Asia, Vol. I by Kumkum Roy� 291



The Indian Economic
and Social History Review

Volume LVII	 Number 3	 July–September 2020

Contents

Articles

Donald R. Davis, Jr./  Slaves and slavery in the Smṛticandrikā� 299
Benjamin Siegel/  Beneficent destinations: Global pharmaceuticals and  

the consolidation of the modern Indian opium regime, 1907–2002� 327
Jangkhomang Guite/  Rite of passage in the Great War: The long march  

of Northeast Indian labourers to France, 1917–1918� 363
Aniruddha Bose/  Shunting the nation: Survival strategies of Indian  

(and Pakistani) railway workers (1939–1949)� 399

Book Reviews

Rajan Gurukkal, History and Theory of Knowledge Production: An Introductory  
Outline by Eric Gurevitch� 421

Pankaj Jha, A Political History of Literature: Vidyapati and the Fifteenth  
Century by Francesca Orsini� 424

Nachiket Chanchani, Mountain Temples and Temple Mountains: Architecture,  
Religion, and Nature in the Central Himalayas by Vasudha Pande� 429

Sumit Sarkar, Essays of a Lifetime. Reformers, Nationalists, Subalterns  
by Peter Robb� 432



The Indian Economic
and Social History Review

Volume LVII	 Number 4	 October–December 2020

Contents

Special Issue:   �Scribal Service People in Motion: Culture, Power and the Politics of 
Mobility in India’s Long Eighteenth Century, c. 1680–1820

Guest Editors: Rosalind O’Hanlon, Anand Venkatkrishnan and Richard Williams

Articles

Rosalind O’Hanlon, Anand Venkatkrishnan and Richard David Williams/   
Scribal service people in motion: Culture, power and the politics  
of mobility in India’s long eighteenth century, c. 1680–1820� 443

Purnima Dhavan/  Networks and fault lines in eighteenth-century  
Deccani literary communities: Lachmī Narāyan ‘Shafīq’ and his circle� 461

Naveena Naqvi/  On the road: The novice munshi’s view of inter-imperial  
North India� 481

Rosalind O’Hanlon/  Entrepreneurs in diplomacy: Maratha expansion  
in the age of the vakil� 503

Dominic Vendell/  The scribal household in fl ux: Pathways of Kayastha  
service in eighteenth-century Western India� 535

Anand Venkatkrishnan/  Leaving Kashi: Sanskrit knowledge and cultures of 
consumption in eighteenth-century South India� 567

Richard David Williams/  Dreams, songs and letters: Sectarian networks  
and musical archives in eighteenth-century North India� 583

Index to Volume LVII� 605




