
Contents

Editorial Note
The End of an Era and the Beginning of Another 9
Sasanka Perera

Introduction to the Special Issue
‘Trust’, Sociality and the Pandemic 11
Ishita Dey

Articles
The Virality of Pandemics: Reassembling the Social in  
the Anthropocene 16
Subhadeepta Ray

Perception of COVID-19 in Bangladesh: Interplays of  
Class and Capital 32
Farhana Begum

COVID-19 and the Precarity of Low-income Migrant  
Workers in Indian Cities 48
Jeevan R. Sharma, Anurag Sharma and Anuj Kapilashrami

COVID-19: Mourning, Knowledge and Improvisation 63
Ravi Nandan Singh

 Society and Culture 
Volume 7 Issue 1 January 2021 in South Asia

Special Issue:
‘Social’ Distancing, COVID-19 and South Asian Experiences

Guest Editor:
Ishita Dey



Reading Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics in Times  
of COVID-19: Remarks on the Relationship Between  
Mathematics and Society 77
Saumya Malviya

Opinions
Calling a Pandemic by Its Name 97
Yasmeen Arif

Valuing Variability: Agriculture, Ecology and COVID-19 105
Richa Kumar

Leaving Home, Coming Home: The Uncertain Lives of  
the Sundarban Migrants During the Global Pandemic 112
Prama Mukhopadhyay

Disease and Discrimination in Goa: COVID-19 in  
the Afterlife of AIDS 119
R. Benedito Ferrão

Of Leisured Lifestyle: Cyber-dwellers of Dhaka  
City in the Lockdown 126
Manosh Chowdhury

Policing and the God of Death: Legal–Religious  
Iconography Amidst COVID-19 133
Pooja Satyogi

Redefining Public Health and Life in Occupation?  
COVID-19 Pandemic in Kashmir 141
Sarbani Sharma

‘Have You Not Got a Sense of Humour?’: Unpacking  
Masculinity Through Online Sexist Jokes During the  
COVID-19 Pandemic 148
Zobaida Nasreen

The Unwittingly Wilful State Subject: Travelling and  
Testing in the Terrain of Threat 155
Subhashim Goswami

Hunger and Pandemic: Wild Edibles as Future of Food 163
Kiranmayi Bhushi



Interviews
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Transgender 
Community in Lahore: A Conversation with Khursand Bayar Ali 169
Nida Kirmani

On ‘Pandemic Imaginary’: An Interview with Christos Lynteris 175
Ishita Dey and Christos Lynteris

Photo Essay
The ‘Masked’ Society: Autobiography of Quarantine 181
Anushka Kahandagamage

Book Reviews
Kavita Krishnan, Fearless Freedom 190
Reviewed by Aishwarya Bhuta

Shinjini Das, Vernacular Medicine in Colonial India: Family,  
Market and Homoeopathy 192
Reviewed by Anuradha Gupta

Ajay Gudavarthy (Ed.), Secular Sectarianism: Limits  
of Subaltern Politics 196
Reviewed by Avilasha Ghosh

Omar Sadr, Negotiating Cultural Diversity in Afghanistan 198
Reviewed by Chayanika Saxena

A. S. Rathore, A Philosophy of Autobiography: Body and Text 201
Reviewed by Nayan Prabha




