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- Surja-Bansha suryagotra or “Relative of the Sun” or solar clan) and Buram-
Shingpa (“Sugarcane Born.”) Since they were taken from a sugar plantation
(tkshuvata), they were known as ikshvakas.?

Bharadwaja died without any male heir. As Gautama’s elder son, who was
anointed king, died without a son, the youngest son, Buram-Shingpa, became
the king after Bharadwaja’s death, and his dynasty came to be called the Buram-
Shingpa (or King Ikshvaku — Ikshvakuraja) dynasty. The law relating to the
king’s eldest son’s right to inheritance was carefully observed and followed
down the years. The hundredth king of that dynasty was called Phags-Skyesbu.

Phags-Skyesbu had three sons and two daughters born on the bank of the
river Skal-Idan-Shing-Tra (Sanskrit - Bhagirathi), a tributary of Ganga located
in northern India, now in the State of Uttarakhand. In Hindu mythology and
culture, the Bhagirathi is considered a holy river of Hinduism and the source
stream of the Ganges. These brothers and sisters had offspring through sexual
union among themselves. Their children were called Shakyas. Later, the
people who descended from this line came to be known as Shakyas.

The fiftieth king in descent from the Shakya dynasty was called Shing-Tra-
Chu-Pa (Sanskrit - Dasaratha), who ruled the kingdom of Kosala in northern
India.* The capital of the kingdom was Ayodhya.

According to the Hindu epic, Ramayana, King Dasaratha was a descendant
of the Ikshvaku dynasty (also known as Suryavamsha or Raghuvamsa dynasty).
He was a descendant of Raghu and was the father of prince Rama, the principal
character in the Ramayana.*

Raghuvamsa or Raghu race is a legendary lineage of warrior kings,
tracing its ancestry to the Hindu solar deity, Surya. Kalidasa’s famous work,
Raghuvamsa, depicts the legend of this race. The progenitor of the lineage
was Raghu, son of the Emperor, Dileepa. Raghu was father of Aja, and thus,
grandfather of Dasaratha, and great-grandfather of Rama. They are thus of the
Raghuvamsa (“dynasty of Raghu”) lineage. ¢

King Dasaratha had four sons from three wives. Lord Rama was the eldest
son, and the three others were Bharata, Lakshmana and Shatrughna (twins).
The eldest was called Shakya-Chenpo (Sanskrit, Mahashakya), the middie
was called Shakya-Lichavi (Lichahavi) and the youngest was called Shakya-
Ribragpa, which meant “the Shakya of Rocky Hills.”’

The twenty-eighth king in descent from Mahashakya was king Suddhodana,
who was the ruler of the kingdom of the Shakyas and had his capital at Kapilvastu
(presently in southern Nepal).® In the seyenth century, before the Christian era,
much ofnorthern India was divided into kingdoms and republics. “Whereas the
monarchies were concentrated in the Ganges plain, the republics were ranged
round the northern periphery of these kingdoms - the foothills of the Himalayas
and south of these...”” Magadha and Kosala in northern India were among the
most powerful kingdoms during this period. The Shakya republic was ruled by
the king of Kosala who received tributes from the former. '°
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Mahabodhi temple in Bodh Gaya

Mahabodln temple in Bodh Gaya. Traditional Tibetan thangka
painting of the Buddha.

‘Among the four places held most sacred by Buddhists, the Mahabodhi temple
complex in Bodh Gaya, located about 115 km south of Patna, is the most visited.
The other three, Lumbini, where he was born; Kusinagar, where he attained
Mahaparinirvana; and Sarnath, where he gave his first sermon, are equally
important, but Bodh Gaya is special. It is here, Siddharth, the restless and inquisitive

- prince, turned Buddha, the enlightened. The Bodhi tree under which the Buddha is

believed to have meditated and attained enlightenment is located within this temple
complex and venerated.

Emperor Ashoka built the first temple near Bodhi tree during the 3 Century
B.C., almost 300 years after Buddha’s period (566-486 B.C.). The temple was
later rebuilt, and the present structure is datable to the late Gupta period — 6"
century C.E. Fahieh and Hieun Tsang, the Chinese travellers who visited in 5% and
7'h century respectively, recorded the existence of the Bodhi tree and the railing
around it.

The temple was under regular use until the 13" century, when it fell into disuse. By
that time, Buddhism had declined in influence. The structure slowly went to seed. Only
during the 19 century, archaeologists and antiquarians began taking proper notice of
Buddhist sites.

In 1861, British archaeologists conducted excavations in the Mahabodhi complex
and later, restored the temple. The existing structure, which is 55 metres tall tS
among the oldest brick Buddhist temples in India and occupies an area of 5.5 acres
The temple, the Bodhi tree, and six other sacred spots, together spread over 12 acres,
constitute the core heritage zone. This historic area was inscribed as a UNESCO World
Heritage site in 2002 for its cultural and archaeological significance.
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The palace of Yumbu Lhakhang near Lhasa in central Tibet was the home of the Yarlung kings.
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The ancient kingdom of Shangshung
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Tonpa Shenrab or Shenrab Miwo — also
called Buddha Shenrab, Guru Shenrab, Tonpa
Shenrab Miwoche, Lord Shenrab Miwo, and
known by a number of other titles — is the
founder of the Bon religious tradition of Tibet.

According to Bon tradition, Tonpa
Shenrab pre-dates Padmasambhava and
the Buddha Sakyamuni.. _

Zhang Zhung or Shang Shung was
an ancient kingdom of western and
northwestern Tibet. It pre-dates the
arrival of Buddhism in Tibet. Its culture is
associated with the Bon religion, which has
influenced Tibetan Buddhism. B

: The Zhang Zhung culture was centred [{
' on sacred Mount Kailash and extended to
a wide geographical area. The capital city
of Zhang Zhung was called Khyunglung,
the “Silver Palace of Garuda” located
southwest of Mount Kailash. It is identified
with palaces found in the upper Sutlej
Valley. The Zhang Zhung built a towering Lord Tonpa Shenrab Miwoche,
fort, Chugtso Dropo, on the shores of sacred  founder of pre-Buddhist Bon religion
Lake Dangra, from which they exerted of Tibet.
military power over the ‘surrounding
district in Central Tibet. (Wikipedia)

W

. According to the Annals of Lake Manasarowar, during the reign of these
kings the Shangshung Empire consisted of 18 kingdoms in the west and
northwest portion of Tibet. The Shangshung culture was centred on the sacred
Mount Kailash and extended west to Sarmatians and present-day Ladakh and
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King Trisong Deutsen had four sons — Mutri Tsenpo, Mune Tsenpo, Mutik
Tsenpo and Sadnalegs (Khri-lde-srong-btsan, or Tride Songsten). One of them,
possibly Mutik Tsenpo, who migrated eastwards and became Gyalpo (king or
princelet) of Kham-Minyag-Audong (Audong is a family name), one of the
eighteen quasi-Tibetan principalities in eastern Tibet, is said to be the ancestors
of Sikkim’s Namgyal Dynasty. Mutri Tsenpo, the eldest son, died young. After
Trisong Deutsen’s retirement Mune Tsenpo, the second son took over the reign
of power in 797 A.D. Since Mune Tsenpo had no heirs, power passed to his
younger brother, Sadnalegs, who became king in 804 A.D.*® Mutik Tsenpo
could not be enthroned as he is said to have murdered a senior minister and was
banished to Lhodak Kharchu near the Bhutanese border in southeastern Tibet.*

It is also interesting to note the account of Trisong Deutsen’s sons in Tulku
Thondup’s book, Masters of Meditation and Miracles, where it says that the
king had three sons and two daughters. The name of the eldest son was Mune
Tsepo, the middle one was Murup (or Murum) Tsepo, and the youngest was
Mutik (or Mutri alias Senalek Jing-yon) Tsepo. The book also goes to point
out that Prince Murup accidentally killed a son of a minister and was banished
to the northern Tibetan border with China as a military commander. Prince
Murup also lived in Kongpo in southern Tibet bordering Bhutan. During his
exile and under his command, the Tibetans defeated Chinese and Turkish
forces. It is also important to note that all three sons of King Trisong Deutsen
were disciples of Guru Rinpoche.

The third dharma king who helped establish Buddhism in Tibet was
King Ralpachen. He was the 41¢king of Tibet and grandson of King Trisong
Deutsen. His father, Sadnalegs, had five sons — Tsangma, Lang-Darma, Tri
Ralpachen, Lhaje and Lhundup. The eldest son became a monk and the last
two died during their childhood.

At the time of Ralpachen (806-841 A.D), several pundits from India were
invited to Tibet to help propagate Buddhism in Tibet. His zeal and devotion
for his faith was great.

“In the first year of his reign, he called a Great Council which was attended
by Indian and Tibetan scholars who discussed ways to propagate Buddhism in
Tibet. As a result of that council, a number of scholars cooperated in revising
the language, inventing figures of speech, polishing the literary style, coining
new words, accurately defining logical and philosophical terms, formulating
rules for writing and translating books. The result was the creation of an
elegant and accurate language, replete with precise philosophical terms and
beautiful figures of speech, thanks to which the perfect authenticity of the texts
translated into Tibetan was now ensured. Sutras, Tantras and the writings of
Indian scholars were translated, as well as noncanonical literature dealing with
astrology, medicine, poetry, drama, fiction, etymology, Sanskrit grammar,
political science and the art of invocation.” 4








