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Preface

With an interest in Soci
e s ocio-Economic history I have tried i
L.‘nln.l\li;(:l) ,.‘:‘],‘;II]':"\;U,;‘:]C non-agricultural pl'nld)l.lLl'l:]l;ll: Lm['l l‘;(\.qu::nlhut‘]grﬂﬁel'1l
WO reasor f : L ]‘ period has been selected for lhc‘s oy >I-- CI- -l 5
i mm”is:u}:ll‘kit;\:;il ] 87(')-.1 vl I]];I'I‘RS the begining or tll:itrufc:irz;:)}:a?l
activities on the p-mA hi'l“[;.fl}f .lhc periad vas Qe of hecf i'1"°"‘"‘e;1?
colonial "C““ln'c;c;“ : : .ltllsh enterprise in its drive for cxploilaiion of
{58 gt hcc-mql: f_g.un. the cu_rly 20th Century has been included in
L'”lt‘l'pris-c llnd;r *\_T\_{t’d ‘ljl.‘_l}l'l()k)glk.‘il| changes and rise of indigenous
- Butan L!mnul;nl ]" :‘_I”_““P.i“-‘l- »
10 e St e [“'Ut L‘I\‘IJIIUI-I.f]'()ll]llht‘ period of study has been noticed
" .snc.i-u C leengrcluhn;z_ to the social formation and the
_hI“Cksn]ith\- ) i mobility of two different occupational groups. viz
e s ;;l;-?;[ gnld\\ iISl]Cl':ki have been included in the revised \'clljsiun"
approach to ”;L! : :;(Ij:ul: ]L;(::(m.‘“_d."jwd necessury 1o make a sucio-cconmnit.:
[I b sesrumy e (_‘-:m\-il]lt fl_l l.|.~..|n.5 U!' [h-L“Bl'll!'ll]liipl.l[['&l Valley of Assam.
R ; ders it necessary to extend the period of study
edieval period which was undoubtedly the period of transition

rl'()n st i g
lllltrgll:irnlf,) -|-L‘lelil| so.ciu.l formation.

i “cCL“L‘:ss [:I:;E;,r]:]i:d[' ||||11ll;][i(1|] of'lhc present study deserves mention. It
re-tiiThrent trifes at the people of the Valley are of mixed culture. There
i ittt ALH on the one hand. and the palins people. on the other.
(modern M(_‘o'| : ssam comprised of the Khasi. Jaintia and Garo-Hills
(MiZOmm) [G?df_ayul. the Naga Hills (Nagaland). the Lushai Hills
Bmh"“l]nu;., v{dntpur. lh‘c hills of Arunachal Pradesh. the plains of
n' Slhets t'(; : a‘lliey and §1}|‘|11:| \’:n!lcy. a major part of which (the District

b pesent “"“.L(. part of former East Pakistan and now of Bangladesh.
Valley sorme fitk is mainly concerned with Brahmaputra Valley, but Surma
Y sometimes has made its way into the discussion mostly for a

Lun_}[ml'illi\-c study L
l‘ost‘u::;.h;:'iﬂ)’ h‘cek.s to throw light
area. Hiy Itc = f"L‘lllmn must be made
historiung I?F*"‘fllth have no doubt been the b
the fielg ‘h ihe S. K. Bhuyan and H. K. Barpujari have d

. but their works throw light more on political a

on a rather ancultivated area in
of Amalendu Guha's work on this
asis for this work. Eminent
Iso contributed to
nd social history.
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One

Image of Indigenous Industries

The salient features of the pre-colonial economy of Assam were the
abundance ol arable land and the existence ol Kliel system. There was
no village community. but the Ahel dominated the socio-economic life of
the Brahmaputra Valley ol Assam.' Khel was a medieval institution of
Assam under which the whole adult male population between the ages
ol 13 and 30 were divided into a number of Khels or guilds according to
their respective occupations.” The Khel was further divided into gors.
consisting of four and later of three members who were generally known
as prkes. Each pyke was liable o personal service in lien of produce. It
must he remembered in this connection that medieval Assamese society
was based on natural economy with very little specialisation.* The Khel
was i relic of a semi-feudal society which emerged directly from tribal
Feudal society is primarily an agrarian society of
arked by predominance of natural economy
echnique. The relationship between
_ the landlords and the subordinate
plus beyond the subsistence of

fornittion in Assam.
petty producers - a society m
and a low and stagnant condition of ¢
the two major classes of this society
peasants is one of exploitation. The sur _ -
the latter is extracted by the landlords in the form of labour. rentin km'd or
money rent.* Thus [f]c Khel system can be taken as a cluu:u:tgrmnu
feature of the feudal system and the system had in it the seeds of forced

labour. | |
But the political consequences following the Moum';n'lz! Reb)ejll‘u;.tf1
(Ist Moamaria Rebellion - 1769 : 2nd Moamaria Rebellion j I7§>_. : _’1} ‘
Moamaria Rebellion - 1786 ) and the Burmese War' (18241826 ) br Olla-ll
condition of Assam. As a sequence
ish (1826 ) slowly and graduul!y
ucht about & major change in
v of the industrial as well as
Burmese iny aded
ablished

about some changes in the economic
to the annexation of Assam by the Brit
the Khel system was abolished which bro
the economic field. Earlier. certain quantity
n 1817 A.D. The

= The First Invasion in Assam took place i e wasest
Assam for the second time in 1819 A.D. In Assam Burme?:_liithcm i.'l‘om Assam
but the Burmese soon fell foul of the British h‘"""‘pdf. 1 was annexed to
Shorty afterwards and by the Treaty of yandaboo Assam W

the British Territory.
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agricultural produce had been used for mectng the consumption need off
hing and the nobility. But the British admmistration follow ing the abolition
of the Khel system had weakened the base of these industries.

So, during the period from 1870 1o 19235 the industrial situation of
Assam was marked by the weakening of the industriul base and the slow
process of penetration of the merchant capital 1o substitute indigenous
production,

Inthe case of Surma Valley. the economy was more or less agricultural
like that of the Brahmaputra Valley though there was the trace of caste-
based artisanal hfe in the region.

The indigenous industries of undivided Assam may be divided into
four major groups : (1) The Textile Industry including cotton and silk: (2)
the Sylvan Industries or Industries connected with forest. (3) the Industries
connected with metal and clay and (4) the Industries directly associated
with agriculture. Relying on the available sources the present study
attempts o describe the image of the indigenous industries of Assam
dividing the discussion into two sections. viz. (i) the Structural features.
and (ii) localisation of the indigenous industries.

Structure of the Indigenous Industries

Any production system presupposes the existence of a structural frame
work and indigenous industrial production of Assam was no exception. The
articles were produced in a series of distinct operations but no particular
caste group tended to specialise in and control particular stages of
production except in a few specific cases.

Corton Weaving Incdustry

Unlike the ranti. jugi and jolahs of Bengal. a unique feature of Assamese
society was the absence of any particular caste reserved for weaving. As
such in the Brahmaputra Valley. to use Mahatma Gandhi's words. “Every
woman in Assam is a born weaver...and she weaves fairy tales in cloth.™*
Describing the local manufacture of the District of Kamrup W.W. Hunter
observed that every household possessed a loom and weaving was
carried on by women of the family. principally for domestic use.” This
observation is true for all the districts of Brah maputra Valley.™ In Assam
there was no division of labour though in some cases the family labour
was employed. This is also true in case of cotton weaving industry.
Members of the tfamily helped cach other but that does not
mean that articles manufactured passed through different hands in
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diferent stages ol its production. This may also be taken as one of the
reasons for the low standard of the industrial produce as Lenin pointed
out that on the basis of hand production no other progress in technique
Wi possible except by division of labour.™ The clothes manulactured
h"um cotton were Dhutis. Chadars. Barkapar  (wrappers). Khaniva
Kupors (Shawls). Gamichas. Rilas and Mekilas. .
The production of handloom in Assam (Brahmaputra Valley ) supplied
!.mmc demands o a fairly considerable extent and at the same time an
insignificant amount of handloom products were sold in the markel.
Things were. however. different in the Surma Valley where the
cthological and industrial conditions were more allied to those of Bengal.
In the region. therefore. weaving was never a houschold industry. but
was confined only to the Tantis and the Jugis or Naths.” Unlike
Brahmaputra Valley in the Surma Valley i.e.. in the District of Sylhet and
Cachar the weaving was carried by male members of the family who used
thread imported from Dacca. The Sylhet products were regularly brought
to the market for sale. But the supply was not sufTicient for local demand.
TABLE .1 AREA UNDER COTTON CULTIVATION IN PLAINS OF ASSAM
(IN ACRES)

Brahmaputra Valley

Goalpara 1622
Kamrup 248
Nowgong 3.286
Darrang I8N
Sibsagar 88
Lakhampur 100
Total S.52
Sturmea Vallex

Sylhet 200
Cachar (Sadar Subdivision) S00

TalR2

Grand Total

Source : Notes on some Indusiries of Assam (1884-1895). Shillong. 1896, p.30,

The production of cotton cloth in Assam was divided into a number
of processes carried out by the artisans in their houses. The artisans had
no scope for utilising merchant capital for raw materials because there
was no demand at all outside the region. The raw material was supplicd
from the locally cultivated cotton.

The table 1.1 gives approximate estimates for the area under cotton
cultivation in Assam .

The table 1.2 may be taken as approximations to the actual area under

cotton in the hill districts.
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Adding together the figures for the plains and hill districts. we obtam
as the total arca under cotton in the provinee. 38815 i 18841883, The
locally grown cotton more or less supplicd the local needs. So. there wis
no involvement of dacdni merchants.

TABLE 1.2 AREA UNDER COTTON CULTIVATION IN HILLS OF ASS AN (IS

ACRES)

Garo Hills 11.93%
Khasi Hills 1230
Jumua Hills 5010
North Cachar 4. 000
Total 11,683

Source @ Notes on Some Industries of Avsam (18841895, Shillong, 1896, p.3l

The pracesses involved in the manufacture of cotton cloth in Assam
was very simple and there was no sign of specialisation in any stage ol
production.The looms used were very simple. Eight stages were
distinguishable in the manufacture of cotton cloth in Assam.

The first step was ginning or separating the fibre from the seed. This
was usually done in Assam by an instrument called Neathani in Upper
Assam and Neotha in Lower Assam. In Surma Valley of the varns used in
manufacturing cotton cloth were imported from Dacea. ™ The Neathani or
Neotha consisted of two horizontal rollers. one close above the other
and mounted on an upright stand. The ool was generally made of wood,
Sometimes a comb made of the teeth of the Bharali fish was uscd o clean
the cotton,

Then the cotton was 1o be separated from fibre so that it should
become loose enough to be spun into thread. This process was called
“Stutching or Dhuna’ . The ool used in this step was a bowstring.

Alter stutching the cotton was made into litle rolls (Panji)
4inches long. This was done by means of a slipol'b
When the roll was prepared it was ready for use.

about 3 or
amboo <4 inches long.

The third step was spinning. The spinning wheel (Jatar) consisted of
d frame supporting 2 long uprights at one end and two small ones at the
other. Each revolution of the wheel involved Slol2re

volutions of the
spindle.

The fourth step was weaving the thread into cloth. This was an elaborate
process and like stutching and spinning (kata). weaving (bua) was confined
o the female members of the family. The

smaller mstruments used in spimning
besides the loom we

re () latai or hat laiai (i) chereki (Kamrup cleakii,

Upper Assam clierakiy. i) ugha (iv) bhauri, (v) karhani and (v 1) res.
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Fhe nextstage was sizing. reeling and winding. This was performed
when the weavers used home-spun thread.

The nextstep was the preparation of the warp. This long process has
been elaborately narrated by H. Z. Darrah in his “Cotton in Assam’ (1883).
FFor this purpose a number of ighas were **stuck uprightin the ground at
dconvenient distance from 5 bamboo pegs™. These were described as
follows and these were indicated by the first five numbers™,

I and 5 = Bata Kara Khuti
2and 3 = Khuri Chiri
4 = Kutani Chiri

No. | and 2 were close together. and so were 3. 4 and 5. Pegs 4 is
usually shorter than the others. Pegs | and 5 were heavy and strong.
about 3 feet high and I and Y2 inches wide."

The next step of production was the manufacture of the ba G or series
ol looms by which the threads were “alternatively raised depressed to
allow the shuttle o pass.”™ "

Just before weaving starts. the warp was frequently smoothened
with a brush (Kuchi steeped in a glutionous substance made of boiled
rice (Kochu) and the leaves of certain plants. Then everything was ready

for weavine.
Silk Incustrieys

Sericulture and weavine of silk was one of the most important industries
in Assam. This was c;:rricd on only in the Brahmaputra Valley. This
industry wus carried on for both domestic consumption as well as for
supply 1o the royal house and nobility during the Ahom rule.

The important silk worms cultivated and silk manufactured in Assam
were Eri, Muga and Pat. As early as in March 1887. the “Director of Land
Records and Agriculture was instructed to forward to the Sl'PC""“[e"dC'?'-
Indian Museum. Caleutta. specimens of silk-worms of Assam, in
accordance with w hich a list had been prepared by the Government of
India. According to that list there were four domesticated varieties of silk
worms in Assam viz. (1) The Eri. (2) The Muga. (3) The Univoltine Par.
(4) The Multivoltine Par."* Besides these varieties there were (wo other
special kinds of silk viz. Champa and Mazankari. Among these two
Varieties of Champa silk seemed to be quite forgotten during the 19th
century, It was a very fine white silk. which was worn only by the Ahom
Kings and their noh‘lcs.“ Besides. there were some other kinds of wild
si!k:\m-m_\- in Assam which were not commonly used. These were the
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Ban Muga. (Attacus cynthia) closely allied o the e worm. Petogore
Muga. (Wild Pat Worm Kurkari, (Assamese fssery, Deornga. Salthi,
Amudurior Ampatoni. (Actias Seleney ete. But the present study is gomg
to discuss the indigenous process of manufacture and structural features
of the three important varieties of silkworm. viz.. the Fre. Muga and Pat.
Though there were some professional silk weavers m some parts ol
Kamrup District the Chiel manufacturers of silk were women. The finer
cloths were prepared by the respected women of position.'”

History as well as tradition are silent as to the origin and date of
imtroduction of the culture of the Eri and Muca silkworms in the
Brahmaputra Valley. Both were probably of indigenous origin. since
neither of them was known to be cultivated outside the provinee.!”

The Structural features of silk manufacturing process in Assam may
broadly be divided into three steps (1) Rearing . (2) Recling or Spinning
and (3) Weaving which was common in cach kind of silk.

REARING

Eri: Rearing the eri worms was a simple process. The worms were fed on
castor oil plant. The rearing house was nothing more than a portion of
the dwelling house of the rearers. '*

The first step towards rearing was to spread out the seed cocoons in
a thin layer in a bamboo basket or threaded on a string and these were
kept suspended from the roof until the moths emerged and paired.

The nextstep was to place the paired moths on reeds of stick (the thin
bamboo ribs of the ‘ngha™ or warping reel being commonly used for this
purpose).™

The third step of rearing was the collection of cggs and then the
collection of worms like butterflies. Next these were fed on leaves ol
castor o1l plant,

The next step was the casting off the skins four times by the Eri Silk
Worms.* The time for producing cocoons arrived when the worms cast
off their skin for the fourth time.

Muga : The rearing of Muga silk worms was carried on “In a very
primitive and haphazard manner. ™ The Muga moth was reared on soom
trees in the open air. The elaborate description of the rearing of muga silk
hflq been found in the reports of Deputy Commissioners of Kamrup.
Nowgang. Darrang and Sibsagar on sericulture in Assam. The Muga
silkworms produced five broods in the
Muga silk were hatching of eggs. us
cocoons and as a moth.”

year. The cycle steps of rearing
a worm. spinning cocoons. in the
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FABLE 13 STEPS OF REARING MUGA SILK WORM IN ASSAM

== L B Nuinpmum Days Maximum day s
Hatching of coes 7 13
As o Worm 13 32
Spinning Cocoon 3 O
In the Cocoon 15 30
As o maoth 3 £
__._li““l 43 S0

Source - E. Stack. “Silk ol Assam’™ in Nores on Souie Industries of Assam (1884-1895).

Shillong. 1890, p. Y.
Par : The origin of the Par Silk Industy in Assam seemed uncertain. In the
_“ ords of E. Stack. “The breeding of the Worms is restricted by custom to the
jugi caste who used to supply the requirement of the Ahom Kings and their
courts”. This fact promoted B.C. Basu to observe the Par Silk Industry in
Assam as an introduction from outside the state. In an Assamese pamphlet
entitled “Jugi ba Katoni Jatir lithash™ the quthor Madhavaram Das claimed
that the Karonis of Assam were the descendants of jugis who were driven
out of Bengal by the persecutions of Ballal Sen and his successors. These
people brought with them from Bengal the knowledge of mulbery silkworm to
Assam. Their descendents came (o be knownias Katonis or reelers. According
to Madhavram Das the Katonis entered Assam in the 12th Century A.D.
During the period. of the Assamese poet Syi Chandra Bharati. a contemporary
ol King Naranarayan of Cooch Bihar ( 1540-84 A.D. ). the weaving of pat silk
was an csluhlish;‘d industry at Sualkuchi. a village which till remains the
10 in Assam. The culture of mulberry silk
X y likely from the fact that most of the
m were identical with those used

mostimportant seat of silk w cavil
was introduced from Bengal seemed ver
technical words used in par rearing in Assa
in Bengal. **

According to E. Stack. the Par silkworm w
Europe. Under this name there were (W0 distinc
the “haru palu’ . Both kinds were reared indoors on tl i
called “nuni™ in Upper Assam and “meshkuri” in Lower Assum:-

The major stages of rearing Pat Silk in Assam were ( 1) PIuL;mrg‘mc worm
onacloth. (3) T|1Ecuus were transferred to anew carthen pot. (3) The worms
1b ves on the feeding tray. (4) The matured worms
and kept out in the sun. (5) After three days
the spinning tray. (6) Then the common
they were plucked off the spinning

as akin to the silkworms of
t species the bar pali’ and
1e leaves of the mulberry.

were than led on mulberry lea
were placed on the spinning tray
the cocoons were removed from
practice was (o reel them off as fastas

l['u_\'.:‘
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REELING  OR SPINNING

Lri o Erisilk could not be reeled but spun mto thread in the same
fashion as coton. B.C. Basu has narrated three distinet processes ol
spinning eri silh. In two ol these processes . the spindle ¢ rakare or
takuri ) was used tor twisting the thread. In the first wehnigue
number of cocoons were arranged. moistened with water and attached
to the top of the spindle while the spindie was turning round. the
spiner drew out a fresh length of thread.

In the second technique. the spindle was used and the cocoons
were spun dry. A number of cocoons were tihen and carded by hand.
Then the carded eri was arranged into a bunch which was tied to
post. The fibre was then drawn of fand spun with the spindle in the
same way as i the lirst process.

In the third step. the cocoons were placed on a distall and
moistened with water as in the first process. The tibre was “drawn off
as a long continuous strand which was allowed o fall into a cup of
water in which it accumulated and formed a ¢lad (Chapari or
Chapora)”. The clad of thread was removed rom the water and
twisted of a spinning wheel. Thread prepared by this Process wis
known as Chapori - Kara.

The reeling apparatus in Assam was much simple machine which
was called bal or bheer. lts component parts were an carthen basin.
a thin stick. two bamboo uprights. tw o more placed about 2 feet from
the basin. a horizontal wooden shaft with pivols at the ends and a
wooden wheel about 7 inches in diameter or a picce of wood cut in
bamboo to the shape of a figure of 8. 1t w as mounted on the left hand
side of the shaft and served the purpose of a [y wheel, ™

There was another kind of reeling apparatus used by the reelers
of Sipajhar in the Mangaldai subdivision. This was culh-:d T
Muga and Par: "The process of reeling Muga and Par Silk was the
same. The only difference was that the Muga was not boiled. (1) The
cocoons were pul in boiling water-and (2) several filaments were
united into u single thread. (3) Then the threads were nipped off and
lflm end of the thread was passed on 1o another recler. (4) “The latier
tied the end of the thread on 10 the shafi, pulled out a fresh length of

thread. let it pass down the underside of Forearm from the
elbow to the thumb. and then o

. gathered it on to the reel.™ As soon as
one 1Cllg[]] of thread had been wound another was Pll”Cd oul and
treated in the same way .
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Bamboos and Canes - There were also industries connected with bamboos
and canes. A kind of superior soft mats. known as Sttalpari. was
manufactured in Sylhet District which was “much appreciated tor s
coolness and smooth glazed texuure.”™

In North Lakhimpur. the barks of a tree ~Cdal” were used in rope
making.

lvory Work = Ivory works of Assam were praise worthy. Since the time of
the Mahabharata Assam presented hersell as a cood manutacturer ol
vory works. In Sylhet the workers. though few made iy Ory mals.

Indistries Connected with Clay and Metal

Pottery : The indigenous pottery of Assam was very inferior and E.A.
Gait has pointed out that this inferiority was due to the absence of
occupational sub-castes. The potters of the Brahmaputra Valley were of
Wo castes - Hiras. and Kumars (Persons of the Kalita. Kewar and
Koch).™ In the Surma Valley (Sylhet and Cachar) there was a separate
potter caste as in Bengal. In Sylhet there were some Muslim potters
known as Khushiv. who prepared “sanaki’. used by the Muslims only. ™
In Assam Pottery was a secondary occupation as almost the entire number
ol potters combined agriculture with the prolession.*!

The process of manufacture was very crude. The wheel used was the
old solid wheel. which did not revolve so last as the Bengal wheels.
The implements used were off very crude nature. The District of Darrang
was an important pottery manufacturing centre. W.W. Hunter had
observed Basgora as “the seat of considerable pottery manufacture.
which commanded an extensive local sale.” * The other principal centres
of the industry were at Tezpur. Bishnath. Becheria and Haleswar and at
Salmara at Mangaldai,

Brass and Bell Metal - In B rahmaputra Valley there were no special castes
or sub-caste engaged in the manufacture of brass and bell metal.
According 1o E.A. Gait. " They were mostly persons ol the Kalita. Koch
and Kewar castes and the word “Kashar® tacked on to their proper caste
name as an indication of the oceupation they follow.”™* In the Surma
Valley. the brass and bell metal manufacturers belonged to a professional
caste called the Kanseri ™ The important centres of Brass and Bell metal
works in Surma Valley were Zindabazar. Brahmachal. Badarpur.
Madhubpur. Akh Hkura and Srimangal. These were all in the district of
Sylhet.*In Brahmaputra Valley besides the roval Karkhanas. there was
one village of metal workers in Kamrup. Sarthebari. that was know n tor
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its shill in metal casting.

But the manulucturer of brass untensils cnjoved some distinctions in
the hands of a particular caste called the Morias. According to the Buranjis
,”_‘C‘\ were the of 1 shoots of the prisoners captured by the Ahoms during
Furbak™s ivasion of Assam about 1506 A.D. They were employed in
various activities but proved unsatisfactory and then finally adopted
brass - working as a means of livelihood.” Sometimes the Morias travelled
about the several districts in batches and stayed in villages that gave
lh.um occupation.™ The process of manufacture was simple and consisted
f,| beating the brass into a shape required or of uniting portions equal of
it. The instruments used by the Morias were mainly made ol iron.

_(r'nln" and Sifver - During the pre-colonial period gold washing was an
important industry in Assam particularly in the Brahmaputra Valley. The
persons cagaged in this industry formed a separate khel which was called
Sonwal. But since the consolidation of British rule this industry began to
wane and since then gold began to be imported from Calcutta by usual

commercial channels.”

During the period under review the
silver formed only the ormaments and jewelleries. Unlike Burma and
Kashmir Assam could not show her skill inany specialised art in gold and
silver. Both in the Brahmaputra and Surma Valley none of the articles of
gold and silver (like Sylhet silver vase for ‘atar’). silver buttons. silver
Jugs and the Assamese “rena’ (silver box for keeping betelnut). “bata” or
plate and “hari” or silver bowl showed any artistic design.™

The centres of this industry were Kamrup. Barpeta. Goalpara. and
Sibsagar. Jorhat in Brahmaputra and Sylhet district in Surma Valley.

[t should be mentioned in this connection that the industry was
lormerly limited to a particular caste group i.e. Kalita. Earlier. there were
goldsmiths in Assam but their work was not fine. Raja Rudra Singh of
Assam imported goldsmiths from Benares to teach Assamese goldsmiths
the better process of manufacturing gold and silver ornaments. The Raja
selected certain Kalitas to learn and to do the work and so. the Sonaris
were formerly only Kalitas. Butwhen the business proved lucrative. people

Jres and Hiras learnt the w ork and

of other castes. as Keots and Koc k
Assam the Sonaris. in later times, Wwas not limited

industries connected to gold and

became Sonaris. So. in
Lo a particular caste group.™ e

Gold enamelling (mina) was par[iculurly prncliscd atJorhat in Sibsagar
District. There wcr:: three kinds of enamelling i.e. dark blue. dark green
and white but red and yellow were sometimes used. [t was baught by the
craftsmen in blocks from Marwari merchants.
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The tools used were small hammers. tiles, pmceers and anvils. I'he
particular tools which were only used for enamelling were Hola Gharand
Khan.

Svlhet had the largest number of persons engaged in or dependent
on the manufacture of the precious metals of any districts in the provinee -
hut it was not noted forits zold or silver ware. " The goldsmiths of Sy [het
were mostly Manipuris. Some were North Indians, a few were natives ol
the district and others were from Dacca. The Dacca men were said to be
the most skilful. Besides articles of jewellery. they made vases. cups and
trays and exhibited considerable skil! in embossing and chasing gold
and silver,

Industries Connected with Aericulture

Among the industries connected with agriculture the most important
were Juggery or gur and mustard oil. The opening up of communications
i the interior of the country. had greatly increased the demand for jaggery.
and also for refined sugar. The process of manulacturing gur in native
way needed ghani or wooden mortar and pestle mill. the same device
was used in crushing oil seeds. Hand pounding of rice with the help of
simple ghani was also practised in Assam.*'
Iron - Smelting of iron was once common in upper Assam. Fircarms were
manufactured during the Ahom rule.™

Unlike the smelting of the raw material forging was spread over
practically the whole province. The materials used was chiefly pig iron

and iron stee! bars brought by the local traders from Calcutta. Char coal
was used as fuel.™

Paper : Paper was intreduced in India by the Muhammadans. who had
learnt its use from the Chinese. Among the Indians. the earliest writing
materials were palm leaves and birch bark. Prior to the introduction of mill
—made papers. bark puper was used as writing material throughout Assam.
Butdue to high price of the bark paper. in comparison with that of the mill
= made paper. the industry began to decline and became almost
unknown.™

As there was no paper mill in Assam during the first decade of the
20th century. paper made at Balli and Serampore near Calcutta was
extensively used.”’

Butitwas the paper-mache work which was confined to two or three
places in the provinee. The art was still known only to less than hall a
dozen persons. So in the opinion of J. N. Gupta ... “it can hardly be said
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Lo constiute an imdustry 7. The paper Tocally known as Sach per was
tormerty used as awriting material in Assam and the Busanjis or chronicles
ol the Ahoms were usually made of i

[ the District of Sylhet paper-mache work was known o only one
person. He was Prakash Chandra Ray of Habiganj. Prakash Chandra Ray
Wasam adeptin the art. He would make various sorts of toys and [1gures
of paper-mache, such as dogs. cats. cows, elephants. tigers. lions. clc.
The price of cach varied from annas 2 o Rs. 25. People bought these
articles for show and ornamental purposes. He manufactured these articles
athis house at the village Chatian at Habiganj Subdivision and also near
[takhola Railway Station, The materials used by him were :
1) Paste prepared by dissolving waste paper : 2) Clay moulds 3) Plaster of

Paris and 4) Waste Papers.®
L.ocalisation of Indigenous Industries

The lack of regional specialisation coupled with the want of an
extensive market and foreign demand more or less prevented the
tendencies towards localisation of different industries of Assam.
As for the textile industries there was not a single place in Assam
where any special superior textiles were manufactured. The weavers
were all coarse cloth weavers. In a word, there was no regional
specialisation nor trade in home-made picegoods.®' The markets
of locally manufactured aoods centered round the interdistrict trade
With the neighbouring hill tracts of Bhutan and Twang. There was
no demand (;I'(hc locally manufactured articles among lf'u_‘ foreign
countries. The product of handloom in Assam sup.ph.cc[_llnme
demands 1o a fairly considerable extent but did a very insignificant

amount of work for sale in the market.®* This was true in almost all

cases. )
Nevertheless. in some parts of Assam some articles were manufactured

which had a mark of regional specialisation. )
veong, Kamrup

With resard to the cotton weaving the districts of Nov ong. Ka
and (3:);1“)1}:'3 can be mentioned. These were the only d.ISllilCll.‘i fn.l\lhl?
Brahmaputra Valley where locally-made cloth came to the \\-c_‘cl\l_\,-m‘u c‘[“s
or *hats". or several melas or sobhas.” The stufl sold was of the IOI.I(:.'ht‘f.N[
make. such as “harkapar” and ‘gamchas’. and !he puu.'ch;lscs “11‘]-0- thLfL\
Garos. In North Lakhimpur the Kacharis ol the K'udam N\tm“ \\.tzl_(.‘
considered the best weavers. In Golaghat and Jorhat ['f"‘ ; I'”"\\;'\ el
celebrated for weaving a kind of rug called “Mingin-. I Jorhat. the Noras
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made a sort of bag called “thung”. and some Muslims of Jorhat town
made a special kind of embroidered shaw s, In Kamrup. Sualkuchi and
Kamarkuchi of Hajo. Lashkarpara of Rangri and Barpeta were famous
centres. In Surma Valley the Manipuri settlers of Rupasibuli and
Lakshmipur in Cachar. made fanek which had signs of regional
specialisation. In the Sunamganj Subdivision in Svlhet plain gefap was
made chiefly in Budhrail and gelap striped with red in Dehotia.”

As regards the silk industry some particular places were important
centres of production which had the sign of regional specialisation. .-\.\
for the endi fabrics the places like Nalbari. Mangaldai. Sualkuchi.
Tambulpur and Panchnirasoat and Rangia in North Kamrup and Pul:lshhfu‘!
in South Kamrup proved important centres of production. The eri silk
had a good demand outside Assam. Over 80% of the eri cloth was exported
for use outside Assam and only about 20% was consumed locally.”

Muga silk was grown more or less in almost every mouza in Assam
proper. Pargana Habraghat (Bijni) on the eastern border of the Goalpara
district was the extreme western limit of the Muga arowing arca.

It has been recorded in Report of Bhupal Chandra Basu on the Silk
Industry of Assam that Pargana Habraghat and the South Western mauzas
of Kamrup-Luki. Bongaon and Boko-constituted one of the most
important nuiga growing areas in Assam. since it was this limited arca
which directly or indirectly supplied seed muga 1o all parts of the
Brahmaputra Valley. The population of this area was composed mainly of
Kacharis. Rabhas and Garos. These people were unacquainted with the
art of reeling and disposed off the whole of their cocoons to traders
coming from Palasbari and its neighbourhood.

In Darrang district important muga growing areas were Sipajhar. a few
miles to the west of Mangaldai. The Sibsagar District was the most
important Muga breeding arca in Assam as it contained three fourths of
the total area under soom trees. The chief Muga growing areas in that
district were the comparatively backward mauzas inhabited chiefly by
Ahoms in the south of Jorhat.” and South-east of the Sibsagar
Subdivision. The District of Lakhimpur also comtained two muga breeding
tracts. One of these was Jamira. It returned. in 1912-13. a total arca of
nearly 1.600 acres under soom. The other tract was mauza Dhemaji on the

right bank of the Brahmaputra. In this place also the rear ing of muga was
chiefly in the hands of the Ahoms.*

Stack in his Notes on Assam Silk said. Par rearing industry was hardly
known out of the District of Sibsagar. the ancient centre of Ahom rule.
Butit can be seen from the followi ing table that the number of rearers in
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the Nowgang district was far grcater than that in Sibsagar or in the rest of
Assam put together.

There were many villages in Nowgang such as Digholdari and
Kakotigaon in mauza Charaibahi. where the industry retained considerable
importance even in the second decade of the 20th. century.”

FABLE 14 ESTIMATED NUMBER OF MULBERRY SILK WORM REARERS
IN EACH MAUZA OF THE BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY
Number of families rearing
mulberry silk

(b {2y
SIBSAGAR DISTRICT
Jorhat subdivision
Mouza Kotohagar Sj

Mouza Parbatia 5
Mouza Khangia 7
Mouza Salmora .

Wit G : 62
Mouza Simalugun
L R
Mouza Katonigaon
v = 126
Fotal ‘
Golaghar subdivision
2 |
Mouza Dakhinhengra 5
Mouza Kacharihat S
59
Maouza Athgaon 53
Mouza Dhekial 51
Mouza Gurjugonia i
Mouza Nahorani "5
Mouza Dergaon ;
Mouza Kumargaon 13
Mouza Misamara 16
Total i B
Sibsagar subdivision 4
3
Mouza Jukaichuk 124
Mouza Morabazar 5
Mouza Solaguri 16
Mouza Bakota 26
Maouza Joktoli 3
Mouza Athkhel 197
Total . . 769
Total for SIBSAGAR DISTRICT
DARRANG DISTRICT s
. Tezpur subdivision 15
Mouza Behaguri O
Mouza Borchula " 17
38

Mouza Chatia 3
Total continic
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Vancaldar subdiviveen

Mouza hinduzhopa 140
Mouzu Lok I =0
Mouza Sipajha 0
Mouza Rangamau Al
Mouza Kalagaon 11
Total 117
Total Tor DARRANG DISTRICT 85

NOWGONG DISTRICT

Mouza Pubghoria o
Mouza Bhelowgur 12
Mouza Khatowal a3
Mouza Singhiapatoni 82
Mauza Jura 44
Mouza Borkondol T
Mouza Kampur D6
Mourza Garubat 32
Mouza Pakhimora 263
Mouza Kachoman 140
Mousa Hatichong 263
Mouza Jagial 140
Mouza Baropunjia 704
Mouza Mikirbheta i
Mouza Charaibahi 117
Mouza Dandua 131
Mouza Ghagua 0
Mouza My ang 42
Mouza Uttarmesa 42
Mouza Sohor S0
Total LTS
Total tor NOWGAON DISTRICT 1752
KAMRUP DISTRICT

Gauhati subdivision

Mouza Borbangahar 10
Mouza Karara O
Mouza Pubkachari mahal 2
Mouza Pub Barigay 2
Total for KAMRUP DISTRICT 20
Towl for ASSAM VALLEY 4.020

Source : B. C. Basu. The Sitk Industry of Assam. Shillong. 1915 (Appendix-IiH pp-
63 and 64,

With regard to the localised industries of Assam. Ivory carving deserve
mention. Jorhat. Bar peta and Sylhet in Assam were the only districts
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where ivory carving was done. The official reports of the period shows
the existence of only one old man in Jorhat who knew the art of ivory
carving, His name was Fiznur Musalman. But the samples of his
handiworks-spoons. paper-cutters, forks and back-seratcher did not
“display much shill”™. ™ In Barpeta the only craftsman in ivory carving
Ridhanath Das carried on his business and some of his products lik:‘
pen-holders. combs. dice. sticks ete. found a sale even in Caicutta.™ In
Sylhetivory fans and ivory sitalpatis were manufactured by one family.™

Hand fans made at Auniati Satra in Majuli testified the craftsmanship
of the artisans who made them. The Manipuris of Sylhet District also
made beautiful hand fans with palm leaves which can be included in the
list of localised industries of Assam.

A special kind of mats called Sital Pari which was made from a special
kind of cane viz., “Murta’ was localised in the district of Sylhet.™

The industries connected with metals like brass and ballmetal. timber
and sugarcanc were dispersed like the cotton-weaving industry in Assam.
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