








Assam is mainly dependent on hydro
generation. Most of these hydro generators
are sourced through Run on River (RoR)
hydel projects which are solely dependent
on the rainfall in the respective catchments
areas. As far as the gas-based thermal
power stations are concerned, they are gen-
erating far below their full capacities due to
inadequate supply of gas.

The situation is no better in Meghalaya
where only one-third of the total electricity
is available to domestic consumers. The
rest is used by industries. Meghalaya has a
total requirement of around 630 MW that
is likely to grow many times in the coming
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THE REGION'S MAJOR HYDEL PROJECTS —
NAGALAND'S DOYANG (GENERATION
CAPACITY 75 MW], ASSAM'S KOPILI ONE
AND KOPILI TWO 200 MW AND 25 MW])
AND KHANDONG (50 MW), MANIPUR'S
LOKTAK 105 Mw) AND ARUNACHAL'S
RANGRNADI (405 MW) — HAVE SEEN
THEIR GENERATION DIP BY A FOURTH T0
ONE-FIFTH. THESE PROJECTS ARE

BEING RUN DNLY A FEW HOURS A DAY,

e
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years. The state is giving power to industri-
al units at a subsidised rate. At present,
Meghalaya is producing around 186 MW,
besides the 42 MW being generated from
the Myntdu-Leshka Hydel project in the
Jaintia Hills. The total power generated,
including those from central sectors, is
around 397 MW.

In Manipur, while consumers are reel-
ing under 16-20 hours of load shedding a
day, the small-scale industry has almost
died for want of power. While the power
requirement is 170 MW, the state is getting
barely 50 MW from different sources.

The power generation at the 105 MW

Loktak hydroelectric power project — on
which the state had been pinning high
hopes — has been affected due to low
water levels in the Loktak lake. Manipur is
getting only a minuscule 3 MW out of this
crucial project. The state is additionally
getting 2 MW from the North Eastern
Hydroelectric Power Project that used to
supply 36 MW to Manipur earlier.

Arunachal Pradesh, which, ironically,
has the potential to generate an estimated
58,000 MW hydro-power generation, is
also facing a severe power crisis for the last
few months.

The state is said to be suffering from a
supply shortfall due to rapidly drying river
sources — a factor that is affecting the sup-
ply to the whole of North-East. The hilly
state receives between 84 MW and 34 MW
during peak and non-peak hours, respec-
tively, against a peak-hour demand of
about 130 MW.

Tripura’s lone mini Dambur hydel
power project (8 MW capacity) has

stopped functioning for several months
due to the water crisis.

Even as the experts contend that the
North-East has the potential of producing
70,000 MW of hydro electricity, enough to
light up half of India, the region is reeling
under power shortage due to the slow
development of new power projects. The
region is currently producing power at just
2 to 3 percent of its actual potential due to
various bottlenecks.

Earlier, the state-owned NEEPCO,
under its then Chairman and Managing
Director I.P. Barooah, had advocated a
uniform power policy for the eight North-

Eastern states. “The region must think in
terms of having a uniform hydel power
policy so that the power sector can be
developed in a coordinated manner,” he
said, reiterating Arunachal Pradesh’s
potential for producing 50,000 MW of
hydel power — but most of the proposed
hydel power projects in the state have hit

ACCORDING TO EXPERTS, NORTH-ERST
INDIA HAS THE POTENTIAL OF PRODUCING

70,000 MW OF HYDRO ELECTRICITY,

ENOUGH TO LIGHT UP HALF OF INDIR. BUT
THE REGION IS REELING UNDER POWER
SHORTAGE DUE TO SLOW DEVELOPMENT
OF NEW POWER PROJECTS. THE REGION IS
PRODUCING POWER AT JUST 2-3
PERCENT OF ITS ACTUAL POTENTIAL

DUE TO VARIOUS BOTTLENECKS.

roadblocks of various kinds, he said.

The North-Eastern region’s potential of
about 70,000 MW is almost 30 percent of the
country’s  total  hydro  potential.
Additionally, the region has abundant
resources of coal, oil and gas for thermal
power generation. In spite of such huge
resources, the region ranks lowest in the
country in terms of per capita energy con-
sumption. This has mainly been due to
inhospitable climatic conditions and inac-
cessibility of geographical locations.

1t’s high time the Centre intervened and
took initiatives to plug the electricity
deficit in the North-Fast.
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- SIKKIMTEESTA

- HYDRO POWER
- PROJECTTO GO
ON STREAM

A prestigious project of the Sikkim
Government and Teesta Urja Limited,
Teesta-lll, is all set to begin functioning

| from June this year.

| The state government, through Sikkim
' Power Investment Corporation Limited,
obtained 26 percent shareholding in the
SPV that is executing the 1,200 MW
Teesta-lll hydro power project — the
largest in the six cascade projects on the
Teesta river run.

Experts say Sikkim has set a new trend
for developing hydropower projects as the
state is blessed with a bounty of rivers
flowing from the Himalayan glaciers during
summer, when power consumption is at its
peak.

Development of hydropower projects
along the Himalayan river courses, thus,
could be a win-win situation for the people
and the government.

According to Sudip Bandyopadhyay,
leading analyst and CEO of Destimony
Securities: “Hydro-electricity is one of the
leading sources of clean energy. For an
energy-starved nation like India which has
been blessed with enough rivers, the

potential of generating hydro-electricity in

2 cost-effective manner is significant.”
“At present with only 40 percent of
hydropower potential being tapped, India
as a country has a huge scope of expo-
nentially increasing hydel power capacity
and reducing pollution through this clean

and green power,” he points out.
Experts say increasing hydropower

generation capacity would help in

strengthening India’s energy security.

i Cunrent Hydro-Pro]eets in Sikkim

S9N CHUZACLEN POWER PROJECT
51MW BHASMEY POWER PROJECT
7IMW SADA-MANGDER HYDRO ELEC-
TRIC POWER PROJECT

500 MW Teesta VI Project _
RANGIT Il POWER PROJECT (66 MW)
RANGIT STAGE-IV PROJECT
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A new beginning

During his two-day visit to Sikkim, President Pranab Mukherjee laid the foundation stone for a new
campus of the Sikkim University at Yangang and dedicated the unique Siddeshwara Dham,
a cultural-cum-religious centre at Solophok Hill, to the nation

he people of Sikkim had some-
thing more to celebrate this
Nepali New Year. They had a
special guest — President
Pranab Mukherjee — who visited the
Himalayan state on April 16 and 17.

Sikkim Governor Balmiki Prasad Singh
and Chief Minister Pawan Kumar
Chamling received the President at the
Libing helipad in Gangtok. After reaching
the helipad, he inspected a Guard of
Honour.

Later, on a spiritual note, the President
inaugurated the Siddeshwara Dham at
Solophok Hill, Namchi, in South Sikkim
and dedicated it to the nation.

Addressing the gathering, Mukherjee
spoke about the unity of all religions. He
underlined the fact that all religions teach
the same messages of peace, humility, love,
compassion and service to the humanity at
large.

With replicas of all four important pil-
grimage centres (char dhams at Jagannath,
Dwarka, Rameshawaram and Badrinath)
of the Hindus, the construction of the pil-
grimage-cum-cultural centre at Solophok
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aims at making Sikkim a focal point of
religious tourism in the country.
Conceptualised in 2005, this unique
Pilgrim Centre has an 87-feet-high statue
of Lord Shiva in a sitting posture.

Apart from Shiva statue, the Pilgrim
Centre also has replicas of the 12
Jyotirlingas to offer one platform for Shiva
devotees, a 135-feet statue of Guru
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Padmasambhava, the patron saint of
Sikkim, and a two-storey temple dedicated
to Sai Baba. Spread over an area of
approximately =~ seven  acres, the
Siddeshwara Dham was dedicated to the
nation by President Mukherjee to place
Sikkim in the very conscience of India and
the world.

On the same day, the President laid the

foundation stone of the Sikkim
University’s new campus. The President
said the Sikkim University has the poten-
tial to emerge as a hub of knowledge,
research and innovation for countries of
South East Asia as well as the rest of India.
He was happy that the university was try-
ing to link the local with the universal.

Speaking of the country’s glorious tra-
ditions of learning and the great educa-
tional institutions of ancient India, which
attracted students and teachers from across
the world, the President said India could
again achieve its ancient glory if education
was given the attention that it deserved.

The President called upon the authori-
ties, students and faculty of Sikkim
University to play a leading role in taking
the university into the ranks of the best in
the world.

Pointing out that there is no Indian

APPRECIATING THE STRTE GOVERNMENT
FOR CREATING AN APPROPRIATE
AMBIENCE IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION,
THE PRESIDENT CONGRATULATED THE
CHIEF MINISTER FOR EMPHRASISING

ON ACRDEMICS IN THE STATE.

University in the top 200 universities of
the world and that India lags behind China
and the United States in the filing of
patent applications, he said there was a
need for collective efforts to ensure that
our Universities emerge as top class insti-
tutions.

Appreciating the state government for
creating an appropriate ambience in the
field of education, the President congratu-
lated the chief minister for emphasising on
the academic scenario in the state.

“Atmosphere has been created in the
state and you are going in the right direc-
tion,” he added.

The President also conveyed his best
wishes to the Vice Chancellor of the
University, faculty and the students.

Terming the moment as a new begin-
ning for Sikkimese youth, the chief minis-
ter thanked the President for laying the

foundation of the campus. While high
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lighting the activities of the state govern-

ment in the education sector, Chief
Minister Chamling talked about various
incentives being provided to the students
by the state government.

While complimenting the state govern-
ment for realisation of the dream of
Sikkim University, the Governor said the
new campus will give a new identity, intel-
lectual space and a sense of belonging to
students. He termed the occasion a
momentous one not only for the students,
but also for the people of Sikkim at large.

Sikkim University came into existence
on July 2, 2007. As of now, it has 11 col-
leges affiliated to it in Sikkim. It is current-
ly running from hired buildings situated
in and around Gangtok.

Work on the new campus at Yangang,
56 kms from Gangtok, has already started
on a 300-acre piece of land. The state gov-
ernment has handed over 265.94 acres of
land for the purpose and is in the process
of handing over an additional 34.06 acres.

From Yangang, the President reached
Gangtok in the afternoon where he attend-
ed a cultural programme put together by
the Cultural Affairs and
Department at Mannan Kendra.

Heritage

The President bid farewell to the state
on April 17. This was the first, and very
fruitful, visit of Mukherjee to Sikkim after

being elected as President of India.
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“The Sikkim Model 1994-2013: People and Development” makes it apparent that the
fruits of good governance can overpower all other problems that a state may face,
including its locational disadvantages

eing at the periphery is not always
easy. And for a small “mountain”
state that shares international
borders with three countries, one
would imagine trouble simmering at all
times, ready to explode at the slightest
provocation. Add to that the delicate
Himalayan ecosystem and you have a place

naturally suited to embrace chronic under
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development and backwardness.

Sikkim, though, is an exception. It is a
border state, and yet peaceful; only 14 per-
cent of its land is fit for habitation and, yet,
this hilly state has registered a double-digit
growth rate for almost a decade now.

What makes Sikkim stand out from the
rest of the country is not merely its success

in managing the political equations of the
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state quite well or ensuring a sustained
high rate of economic growth, but its pio-
neering initiatives in the realm of social
justice.

How has this been made possible? You
can find the answers in “The Sikkim Model
1994-2013: People and Development’,
which charts the path Sikkim has treaded
in the past 18 years.

For anyone interested in understanding
Sikkim’s development trajectory, this
report would be a very handy starting
point as it does not simply collate dispersed
data but offers a perspective on how
Sikkim is positioned in relation to global
development narratives and how well it is
Prepared to face the challenges of the
future, Interspersed with pictures and brief
analysis of the data whenever required, the
'eport bears a very pleasant and inviting
aura, strikingly different from the impos-
ing nature of many such government pub-
lications,
~ The report also highlights another very
Mportant aspect of the Pawan Kumar

Chamling-led governance model —
Sikkim’s tryst with democracy. Although
Sikkim joined the Indian Union as late as
in 1975, people came to learn and respect
the democratic values enshrined in the
Indian Constitution in no time. The era
that this report deals with marks the con-
solidation of the democratic institutions at
the grassroots levels. Following the forma-
tion of the State Election Commission in
1997, party-based elections in the panchay-
ats were held for the first time. And at a
time when the rest of India is still found
debating 33 percent reservation for women
in Parliament, one can easily look up to the
example that Sikkim set by reserving 50
percent of seats for women in Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs). The atmosphere of
peace and flourishing of free and open

information and Public Relations Department
Government of Sikkim

1994-2013

People and Development

media during Chamling’s tenure as chief
minister has also contributed towards the
strengthening of the state’s democratic
institutions.

This is despite the absolute majority of
the Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF) in the
Assembly for four consecutive terms. And
perhaps because of such an unlikely com-
bination — dominance of one party and
strengthening of grassroots democratic
institutions — that the report starts with a
chapter on local self-governance. In nipc
chapters, the state’s role in ensuring social
justice, development of infrastructure, cre
ation of human capital, rural development,

urban resurgence, sustainable develop-
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ment and arts and crafts are quite compre-
hensively covered in the report. It also
brings to light the commitment of the SDF
to the principles of the Indian model of
positive secularism. Sikkim is today the
only state in the country to have a separate
and independent Department of
Ecclesiastical Affairs with the task of giving
due recognition to the religious and cultur-
al diversity of the state.

Over the last 18 years, Sikkim has
undoubtedly made remarkable progress in
terms of improving literacy, health and in
other indicators counted in preparing the
Human Development Index. Its innovative
policies have also led to a drastic drop in
the share of people living below the pover-
ty line (from 41.4 percent in 1993-94 to 13
percent in 2009-10). This, the report says,
has been made possible due to the govern-
ment’s commitment to a model of “inclu-
sive growth”.

Shedding further light on the Sikkim
model, Chief Minister Chamling, in an
interview to The New York Times (which
is also incorporated in the report), says,
“Our development mantra is innovative,
based on natural resources, hydropower,
organic farming, eco-tourism, floriculture
and clean industries... We have turned our
locational disadvantage into an opportuni-
ty by protecting our biodiversity.... If the
world adopts Sikkim’s model, global
warming can be tackled.”

The report makes it apparent that the
fruits of good governance can overpower
all other problems that a state may face.
Such an approach has much to teach the
rest of the nation, especially those who
tend to attribute all its problems to market
failures, overlooking glaring governance
deficits.

As noted political scientist Pratap
Bahnu Mehta, in his Foreword to the
report, rightly says, “...The greatest value of
this volume is that it shows how states can,
with some imagination, artful political
mobilisation and leadership, march ahead.
Like Sikkim, T hope India will learn that the
problems common to us need more atten-
tion than the dramas that divide us.”

We can only hope that the ‘Sikkim
Model 1994-2013" will help bring the expe-
riences of this Himalayan state to the

mainstream of Indian politics.
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