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Preface

Whether I liked it or not, the consequences of this Movement
on my family members and myself were many and never for the
better. But Ihave no regrets about it; Iam rather happy that the
incidents have made me much wiser than Icould ever be in my
life. Md Ialways thought that I should share my little but hard
earned experiences with my fellow countrymen. I also thought
that Iwas best suited to do this job as I had over eight years'
research experience in Daijeeling and regular contacts with the
people there. My being a faculty member of the Centre for
Himalayan Studies also put me at avery advantageous position
regMding collection ofmaterials required for this book

The freedom which I enjoyed at the Centre was very
congenial for the early completion of a rather voluminous work.
1must, for this and many other concessions allowed to me.

ank my ex-boss, Professor Bani Prasanna Misra. 1should also
acktjowledge here the financial help extended to me by the
antre and by Professor D.B. Dutta, ex-Vice Chancellor of our
University from his Establishment Fund.

For collecting materials and/or discussion 1owe a special
irJrm r following persons; Karubaki Datta, Laxmikantabharma, Ghanashyam Nepal, and Mohan P. Dahal of our

I' editor of Aba and later Himali Be/a;Harka Bahadur Chhetri of St. George's High School, Pedong;
Kamal Kumar Sharma of Workers' Education Centre, Siliguri;
Rudramani Pradhan and Amrit Khaling of Kalimpong; and my
co-brother. Squadron Leader N.K. Taneja. I am also g;ateful to
ray fnenOs like Ar)i,( Preym K. Po'dar, Anmole Prasad,

Dorji Tshering Lepcha, Nirmal Sengupta, and Bengl G. Karlsson
fot their intellectuul support lent Jo me directly or indirectly. I
affl especially obliged lo Ghanashyam Nepal and Prevm K

Po dar for seeing the entire manuscript meticulon«5!v mrt v-many valuable comments and correct ons Fn^^^
help, J.M. Majumdar and for 7ra7iTL
Boot have obliged me greatly. And fo
unchartered interviews, numerous students teaS""®
drivers, etc. are lovingly remembered. '
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There are many others whose help I may have certainly taken
but not acknowledged here. They are all gratefully remembered.
But no author forgets to put in record the sacrifice of his/her
spouse and children. I am indeed thankful to my wife, Roshina
Gowloog Lepcha and my daughter, Tarona, for allowing me to
work almost undisturbed. But I must state that the views

expressed herein are exclusively mine and none of my friends,
family members or colleagues ai and outside the Centre for
Himalayan Studies is in any way responsible.

Tanka B. Subba

Centre for Himalayan Studies
North Bengal University
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