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16 DARJEELING

HUMIDITY,RAINFALL AND SNOW. Moisture conditions, viz., humidity,
obscuration ad precipitation, follov/ closely from theair movement mentioned
above. Humidity at Darjeeling town (altitude 7,432 feet) at 9 hours varies
from 72 per cent, to 96 per cent, of saturation and at 18 hours from 82
percent to96percent. It ishighest from June to September when thevariation
isfrom 93 percent to 96 percent. The lowest morning values are recorded in
December and March. At Kalimpong (altitude 3,965 feet) percentages vary
from 65 to 94 in the morning and from 59 to 93 in the evening. The lowest
mean values in the mornings and 59-61 in the evenings) occur in March and
April. The highest mean values (90-93) occur as at Darjeeling from June to
September. At Pedong {altitude 4,760 feet) percentages are lowest in March
(68) and highest from June to September (88-91). In the Terai the mean is
lowest in March and April (73) and highest from June to September (89-91).

Fog occurs In the Terai from December to March on a few days
only. In the hills occurrence is local. In Darjeeling and Kalimpong fog or mist
IS very common in July and August and is fairly frequent in June and
September: it is rarest in December. In Darjeeling town the sky is not
discernible on 20 days on the average in each of the months of July and
August. Normal cloud occurrence at Kalimpong. Darjeeling and Gangtok is

Cloud at 8 a.m. local time (whole sky cloudy 10.0).
Kalimpong. Darjeeling. Gangtok.

January 2.6 4.1 3.1

February 2.7 4.3 3.2

March . 1.8 3.6 2.2
April.. 3.3 4.9 2.7
May .. 4.2 6.8 4.0
June .. 7.1 8.6 6.1
July .. 7.5 9.0 6.7
August.. 7.5 9.0 5.9
September 6.5 8.1 5.5
October 3.3 5.3 3.4
November 1.9 3.3 2.4
December 2.6 3.1 2.0
Year.. . 4.2 5.8 3.9

ih^ n- f throughout the: monsoon months in all partsof the District but average rainfalls vary considerably from place to place,
being dependent on a number of local conditions such as the configuration
and height of local mountain features.
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 17

Average annual rainfall figure: are given below for different parts of the
District ( height above sea-level in feet shown in brackets) -

Terai Indies

Siliguri (396) 131,63

Outer Hill face -

Samsing Tea Estate 212,76

MinglasTea Estate
168,52

RongtongR,S.(1404) 178,50

Outer Hills -

Gyabari TeaEstate (Mechi) 145.00

MahanadiTea Estate

195.92

(in1938234").

Dhobljhora (6,066)

Upper Balasan-

PootwngTeaEstate

Balasan Tea Estate

InnerHills Rangit Valley-

Daiieeling (7,376)

Mim Tea Estate

Slngtom Tea Estate

InnerHills Rangnu Valley -

LopchuTea Estate

BadamtamTea Estate

RangiroonTea Estate

Tista Valley •

Tista Valley Tea Estate

Inner Hills East-

Kalimpong (3,933)

Munsong Cinchona

Sikklm -

Gan9tok(5,667)

112,06

111.00

126.42

110.30

113.25

96.13

70.75

144.39

86.20

96.23

Baghdogra(500]

FaguTea Estate

190,23

SivokR.S.(500)

Kurseong (4,920)

(1923-27 212,4-1

180.00

(5,213).

162.08

Selimbong TeaEstate

Nagri

Tumsong

Kyeland Marybong

GlenbumTea Estate

PashokTea Estate

Inches.

135.60

226.20

BagrakotTea Estate

170,30

161.26

Mahaldirain Tea Estate

112.75

115.00

111.00

97.95

74.99

58.92

Mangpu Cinchona Factory 131.22

Pedong(4,760) 103.75

hp giving the salient figures from the above from which it willenthat rainfall is heaviest on the outer fame ofthe hills overlooking the
plains and particularly heavy at the eastem end of this face where annual

♦1? k are known to take place. Localities protected on thesouth by hills and mountains tend to have a lower rainfall as intervening
high land intercepts some of the moisture. This is noticeable in the areas
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